
Lisa W. Cumming Photography

®



Doctors’ Hospital Williamsburg

RIVERSIDE DOCTORS’ HOSPITAL WILLIAMSBURG

757-578-8555
riversideonline.com/choose

*as of April 2018

Dr. Soueidan, with a patient rating of 4.91 out of 5,* 
is the experience you want in Williamsburg...

Dr. Shawke Soueidan,
Neurologist

and his reputation for trusted, 
accessible health care can only be 
experienced at Riverside Doctors’ 
Hospital Williamsburg. 

Riverside Doctors’ Hospital Williamsburg o�ers:
•  A DNV certified primary stroke center (this national 

designation recognizes hospitals that meet the 
standards to support better stroke outcomes).

• A full-service emergency department.
• Online scheduling and electronic records 24/7.
• Comprehensive oncology care with the region’s 

only radiation oncology center.
• A full-range of 18 specialty and three primary care 

practices, as well as diagnostics, physical therapy and   
surgery centers.

• Assisted living, skilled nursing care and home health.

2018-08-08_V1_BR_Dr.SoueidanFullpgBleed_NDN_TS.indd   1 8/8/18   4:40 PM
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 It is not uncommon to roll into 
the holiday season exhausted from 
a busy year that seems very long and 
yet strikes you that it has �own by as 
well. When local radio stations start 
to play Christmas music the day after 
�anksgiving and decorations have 
popped up everywhere we turn, it can 
be befuddling to realize the end of the 
year is once again upon us. Aside from 
perceptions, I remain inspired by the 
miracle birth that is the true focus of 

the season and the spirit of love and sharing and happiness it fosters 
among us.
 I am also inspired by people like those we have interviewed for this 
issue. Our neighbors like the o�cer who gives generously of herself 
in the spirit of the season, the Pastor who is moved by the spirit to 
minister to others, and even an intrepid investigator who seeks out 
spirits of the season and otherwise. We have also included the local 
renaissance man who doubles as a very jolly and memorable Santa 
Claus. 
 �e spirit of Christmas is alive and well here in Williamsburg, 
as always. My wish for you is to experience it in whatever way your 
heart speaks to you.
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HOME FOR 
THE HOLIDAYS.

LIZ MOORE & ASSOCIATES • 757-645-4106 •  WWW.LIZMOORE.COM

4289 TEAKWOOD
Popular neighborhood - close to everything. 
Welcoming foyer w/view of surrounding 
green space. Formal rooms o�er �exible de-
sign. Kitchen updated w/quartz countertop, 
tile backsplash & LTV �ooring. All new stain-
less appliances in the kitchen. Family room 
is bright w/cozy gas FP. Upstairs large master 
suite, 2 additional BRs plus a 4th BR/bonus 
room w/walk-in closet. Deck w/powered aw-
ning. Whole house generator, new carpet on 
the stairs and second �oor. Ready to move in!

 

757-870-0611
nanpiland@lizmoore.com

757.810.7133

4 BR, 4 BA, 3,400+ sqft Colonial situat-
ed on nearly half-acre in Ford’s Colony. 
Formal LR & DR along with a spacious 
family room w/FP. Large eat-in kitchen 
boasts HW �oors, abundant cabinet 
space and solid surface counters. Sweep-
ing master includes ensuite BA Separate 
laundry room. Full covered front porch, 
back deck & screened patio overlooking 
a beautifully landscaped parcel. Brim-
ming with the charm of Williamsburg.

mishclay@cox.net  l  www.IKnowWilliamsburg.com

757-784-4317
charlotteturner@lizmoore.com

217A WOODMERE DRIVE
The Woodlands • $234,000

2 BD, 2 BA, 1,349 sqft
Classic one level living, 1st �oor condo

City of Williamsburg.
Hardwood �oors,

sunroom, updated kitchen.
Maintenance free living.

http://217Awoodmere.info
MLS # 1833340

tonypauroso@lizmoore.com • 757.645.8168

�e Time to Get 
Ready is Now!
Contact me for a complimentary 

assessment of your house. I can recommend 
low cost investments that will help you sell 

next spring for top-dollar in less time.

135 RALEIGH ST.
Fabulous investment, college 
student or perfect for anyone
2 bedrooms, 1.5 baths, new 

kitchen. 1,168 sqft
$125,000

elizabethjones@lizmoore.com

Elizabeth Jones
757-870-6235

To my friends & clients 

31 Ensign Spence • $500,000
Ron Curtis built with multiple liv-
ing areas for every member of the 
household. 1st �oor bedroom with a 
full bath, large sunroom o� kitchen 
that could be a multi-purpose room. 
Full walk out basement that is �n-
ished with a family room, full bath 
and bedroom. Lovely setting.

Realtor®, MS, SRES, SFR
908-400-1440

suemcswain@lizmoore.com
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AUNDREA HOLIDAY

 Aundrea Holiday has always loved Christ-
mas, mainly because her parents made such a 
big deal of the holiday when she was a child. 
“I think that every kid should have what I had 
growing up,” she says.
 For the past 18 years, Aundrea has served 
her community as an o�cer with the Wil-
liamsburg Police Department (WPD). Her 
role for the past three years has been director 
of WPD’s Community Engagement Bureau. 
As such, the senior police o�cer is the force 
behind the wildly popular Stu� the Trailer hol-
iday toy drive, a collaborative e�ort between 
the Williamsburg Police Department and the 
Williamsburg Social Services Department. 
 While this year’s toy drive will have taken 
place the weekend before this issue hits mail-
boxes, donors can still leave gifts at a dedicated 
box that is set up inside the Walgreen’s on 
Richmond Road. Gifts and monetary dona-
tions can also be delivered during the �rst two 
weeks of December to the Williamsburg Police 
Department on Armistead Avenue.

By Lillian Stevens

 “We are super excited!” Aundrea exclaims. 
“�e �rst year we did this toy drive was my 
�rst year in community services, and the out-
pouring from the community was so heart-
warming. Everyone is very supportive of our 
e�orts.”
 �rough Stu� the Trailer, now in its third 
year, toys and other gifts are provided to lower-
income families identi�ed by Social Services. 
Aundrea says that last year, the toy drive ben-
e�ted approximately 30 families, nearly 100 
children and youth. 
 “Isn’t that amazing?” she marvels. 
 Each year, the work, and the fun, begin in 
earnest just after Halloween.
 “�ere are four of us in the unit doing these 
drives, as well as our supervisor, Major Greg 
Riley,” Aundrea says. “We have a large trailer, 
and the goal is to �ll it with new bikes, toys and 
other gifts. We want to give as many families 
and children as possible a special Christmas.”
 In late November, there’s a weekend when 
the o�cers get decked out in holiday gear and 

take it to the streets (and parking lots). “We’re 
on the corner wearing Santa costumes, pro-
moting the event with our signs. �is is also 
when we tend to bring in the cash donations.”
 Cash donations help to provide teenagers 
with gifts. 
 “A lot of times people hear ‘toy drive’ and 
they assume it’s for the little kids, but the teens 
in our community deserve a happy holiday 
too,” Aundrea says, “so we raise funds that are 
then turned over to Social Services so they can 
match up the teens’ wants and needs lists and 
try to ful�ll what they can.”
 �en comes the part that really distinguish-
es this toy drive from many others: families get 
to go shopping!
 A large room is reserved at the City’s Stryker 
Building and every gift is delivered there.
 “After we have our last push for donations 
and after all the gifts are purchased, we set up 
everything in the Stryker Building,” Aundrea 
says. “�en, the parents or guardians come in 
and select gifts for their children. I think that 

Touching 
Hearts at 
Christmas

Lisa W. Cumming Photography



TWO STATE AND REGIONALLY 
RANKED HOSPITALS ON THE 

PENINSULA

To learn more, visit sentara.com/usnews

Sentara considers it a privilege to bring high quality health care to the Peninsula.  
Sentara Williamsburg Regional Medical Center and Sentara CarePlex Hospital have been 

recognized by U.S. News & World Report as a best regional hospital.

Thank you to all the providers, nurses and clinical care teams for your ongoing  
commitment to the patients you see every day.

Sentara Williamsburg 
Regional Medical Center

Sentara CarePlex 
 Hospital
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the way we do our toy drive helps to main-
tain people’s dignity. Parents may not have the 
means to go shopping at stores, but here they 
can still choose their children’s gifts.”
 She sees these outreach activities as putting 
a human face on law enforcement.
 “In April, I will have been an o�cer for 26 
years,” she says.
 Aundrea grew up on the Northern Neck but 
was born here in Williamsburg. She always ex-
pected to someday be a police o�cer.
 “It’s so funny because growing up, we ac-
tually lived next door to a state trooper,” she 
says. “We called him Sparky. One day, I went 
to the post o�ce and saw all of the ‘wanted 
people’ posters. I went home and told Sparky 
that when I grew up, I wanted to be just like 
him. I thought it would be so cool.”
 Aundrea earned an associate’s degree from 
TNCC before setting out on the path that led 
her to her current role in community services. 
She started out as a dispatcher but quickly de-
cided that wasn’t for her.
 “I couldn’t sit in my seat long enough to dis-
patch,” she says. “I have to be out there han-
dling the calls.”
 She says that her family’s reaction was posi-

tive. Her parents were impressed with the 
route their daughter chose. “My dad was a 
painter, and my mom was a pharmacy tech,” 
Aundrea says. “We have some family members 
serving in the military but none working in 
law enforcement.”
 Her children have always been proud, too.
“I was a young mother,” she says. “I had my 
�rst child at age 17, and my second at 19, so 
that’s part of the reason I wanted to go into 
law enforcement. It may sound cliché, but I 
wanted to make the world a better place for 
my children. I asked myself what �eld I could 
go into that would be good, honest work — 
something they would be proud of me doing.”
 She is living the answer.
 Tragically, however, Aundrea lost her eldest 
son in 2015.
 “He was murdered in Newport News,” she 
says quietly. “He would have been 30 on Sun-
day. It’s been so tough. I have had a lot of sup-
port here, though, and that’s honestly how I 
have been able to get through it.”
 She and her husband Jeremy have two other 
sons and a daughter.
 Even so, Aundrea says that her own Christ-
mas will be a quiet one.

 “Ever since Adrian died, we don’t put up a 
tree,” she says, “so this toy drive is how I cel-
ebrate Christmas. �is is what I do. To see the 
parents’ faces, to know that I somehow helped 
these kids have a Christmas, that’s the biggest 
takeaway. I feel like God does touch people’s 
hearts to donate and help us, and with their 
help we’ve de�nitely touched a lot of hearts.”
 �ough she can’t point a �nger to any one 
life event that nurtured her altruistic spirit, 
Aundrea credits both of her parents with 
teaching her the importance of kindness and 
pride in a job well done.
 “My dad was such a gentle soul,” she says. 
“He was so laid back. He and my mom always 
instilled in my brother and me that if you’re 
going to do a job, do it right. If you’re not go-
ing to do the job right, just stay home.”
 After logging a work week that will easily 
exceed 40 hours, home is actually where she 
loves to be. Aundrea Holiday is happy to spend 
some down time with her husband and their 
two dogs. “We have a black Lab and a hound 
mix,” she says. “Honestly, I just go home and 
snuggle with my puppies. I’m su�ering from 
the empty nest syndrome, so they are my ba-
bies now.” NDN

thomaslanereddoor.com | jacksonthomasinteriors.com

Thomas Lane Red Door offers a boutique 
collection of  accessories, bedding, home décor, 

& giftware - all curated by Christine, owner & 
lead designer at Jackson Thomas Interiors.

4345 NEW TOWN AVE., 
WILLIAMSBURG

Across from Liz Moore & next to Paul’s Deli
757.220.3256

Thomas Lane Red Door offers a boutique 
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DOUG CARLTON

 �e beauty that is Colonial Williamsburg 
doesn’t happen without the hard work of a 
special team. Doug Carlton counts himself as 
privileged to lead these individuals as Mechani-
cal Trades and Support Services Manager. “I’m 
very fortunate to manage such a talented and 
professional team. �ey deserve all of the credit 
for all of our accomplishments,” Doug says.
His team is responsible for the upkeep and 
maintenance of nearly 600 buildings and 301 
acres of Colonial Williamsburg, as well as the 
o�site buildings such as the Bruton Heights 

By Dawn Brotherton

Complex, the visitors’ center and the Rock-
efeller Library. He cares for not only the in-
side of the buildings, but also the roads and 
grounds. As you can imagine, hurricane season 
and winter snow removal keep them very busy. 
 “On the mechanical trade side of it, we do 
heat and air conditioning, electrical, plumbing, 
electronics, �re and security and the two-way 
radio system. �e support crew does every-
thing from parking lot paving, roo�ng, repairs, 
and cleaning storm drains. We have in place a 
preventive maintenance program. We get a list 

of buildings and properties every month that 
certain tasks need to be done in, and that’s a 
revolving calendar,” Doug says. 
 Although preparing for the winter holidays 
takes the most work in their surge e�orts, Doug 
and his team also handle all special events such 
as weddings, naturalization ceremonies and re-
unions. “We do electrical support for wedding 
events, Occasion for the Arts, Farmers Market 
and di�erent things in Merchants Square,” he 
says. �ey set up lighting and sound support to 
make each occasion exceptional. 

Transforming
Williamsburg

Have theCoolestBirthday PartyWith Us!

PARTY PACKAGE INCLUDES:
• Skating Admission & Skate Rental
• Pizza & Drinks
• Party Table, Plates, Napkins & Utensils
• Reserved Area for Your Party

Daily Public Skating • Skating Lessons
Figure Skating • Hockey

757-877-7539 | www.hriceplex.com
401 Village Ave. • Yorktown (behind Kroger)

ICE SKATING 
PARTY

ANY PARTY PACKAGE
Includes:

Skating Admission
and Skate Rental

$10 oFF

With the coupon only. Not valid with any 
other offers. Expires: 1/15/19.

ICE SKATING 
LESSONS

Skating Lessons Include
8, Half Hour Lessons
8 Practice Sessions

$20 oFF

With the coupon only. Not valid with any 
other offers. Expires: 1/15/19.

(*$20 for 1st class level, other levels $10 discount)

Hampton Roads IcePlex Hampton Roads IcePlex

FREE
Skate Rental

 

Lisa W. Cumming Photography
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 While the upkeep of such a variety of build-
ings in di�erent stages of aging is one of his 
biggest challenges, Doug �nds real enjoyment 
working with the people he comes in contact 
with in the course of a day. He loves being 
involved with the museums and the conser-
vation sta�. “It’s nice to be part of everything 
they have going on because of the importance 
of everything that we own. In the collection 
building, a lot of things there’s only one of, and 
we own it.” �e buildings must be temperature 
and humidity controlled.
 “We have some equipment that dates back 
to the late �fties and early sixties, still in place 
and operational. We try to have a plan in place 
every year for project work, and we focus on 
equipment that has been problematic through-
out the years. We’re slowly replacing equip-
ment, but of course, with funding, that’s a 
challenge.”
 Doug grew up in Williamsburg and gradu-
ated from Lafayette High School. After attend-
ing Heating, Ventilation, and Air Conditioning 
school at �omas Nelson Community College, 
Doug immediately went to work for Colonial 
Williamsburg. He worked as a �oater doing 
whatever tasks he was assigned in facilities 
maintenance and absorbing new training op-

portunities. Now 30 years later, he and his wife 
Angel live in New Kent with their two children 
Lauren and Tyler, and Doug has moved up the 
ranks to become a supervisor within the Op-
erations Division of Colonial Williamsburg.
 Doug kicked o� this fall season helping to 
set up for the trick or treat event on Duke 
of Gloucester Street and the Pumpkin Patch 
Dance Party. Of course, �anksgiving wasn’t 
celebrated in the Colonial Williamsburg times, 
so Doug and his team start right into Christ-
mas preparations. 
 “During November, that’s really our busi-
est time preparing for Christmas. Our main 
focus is to get all the lighting situated,” Doug 
explained.
 To create the holiday magic, Colonial Wil-
liamsburg is transformed. Each window in the 
67 buildings in and around Duke of Glouces-
ter Street house a candle simulating the decora-
tions from the 1700s. Granted, these candles 
are now LED, but the e�ect is stunning. �e 
Christmas tree in Market Square is decorated 
with 7,500 LED lights, a three-day operation 
that involves an aerial lift and hundreds of man 
hours. “�e Christmas tree is challenging just 
because of time, and you can’t really predict the 
weather,” Doug says. “We try to get ahead of 

the snow and get everything in place in case we 
do have a big snow or something.”
 Recent �ooding and power outages caused 
by the weather have tested Doug and his team. 
“Various buildings already have generators in 
place, and we focus on buildings that are prob-
lematic with �ooding. We have a large �eet of 
generators, soft pumps and a lot emergency 
response equipment.” When a hurricane is pre-
dicted, the mechanical trades division sets out 
the emergency equipment, just in case. �en 
it gets packed away to be ready for the next 
emergency.
 �e ice rink is in full swing. Keeping the 
chilled water system in working order, organiz-
ing power and water for the food kiosks, and 
setting up the booth for skate rental is yet an-
other job on Doug’s to-do list.
 �roughout the colonial area of town, 
speakers are suspended in the trees and play 
holiday music, thanks to Doug Carlton and his 
team. To make it extra challenging, they also 
synch the music to the �reworks display for the 
Grand Illumination. 
 Doug’s team is busier than Santa’s elves; 
working behind the scenes year-round to help 
keep Colonial Williamsburg sparkling and 
humming along. NDN

Thank You Williamsburg,
for Your Support!

Make your Christmas memories special this Holiday 
season with the purchase of beautiful Christmas trees, 

flowers and wreaths to decorate your home or work-place.
Visit us at... Ironbound Road. 

Merry Christmas! and Happy New Year!
From Coleman Nursery
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Personalized Care for Every Stage 
of a Woman’s Lifeof a Woman’s Life

General:
• Annual Gynecological Examinations
• Contraception Counseling
• Hormone Replacement Therapy
• Incontinence Therapy
• Endometrial Ablation

Gynecology Services:
• Pelvic Pain
• Acute and Chronic Infections
• Menopausal Symptoms
• Osteoporosis
• Pediatric Gynecology

Obstetrical Services: 
• Infertility Evaluation
• 3D Ultrasounds
• Pre-conception counseling
• High risk pregnancy evaluations
• Post-partum support and care

Dr. Cox Lebreton o�ers individualized care through all phases 
of a woman’s life. She believes that her role is to establish 
teamwork with her patients and medical partners in order to 
provide the best possible care, education and support.  “One of 
the things I enjoy the most is that I have the privilege of being 
involved in my patient’s lives,” says Dr. Cox Lebreton. Creating 
lasting relationships with her patients as they navigate many 
exciting and challenging events is her driving force. 

Christina Cox Lebreton, M.D.

Areas of Service

Accepting new patients! Call for an appointment. 

757-907-9964   
120 Kings Way, Suite 3400 • Williamsburg, VA 23185

Read about Dr. Cox Lebreton 
and her patients at 

riversideonline.com/coxlebreton

Partners in Women’s Health

2018-08-20_FA_WH_CoxLebreton_NDN_FullAd_TS.indd   1 10/15/18   3:46 PM
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WENDY KLEIMAN

By Susan Williamson

 Given the diversity of the Williamsburg pop-
ulation, residents participate in a myriad of hol-
iday traditions and religious observances during 
December. �e Kleiman-Walls household cel-
ebrates both Christmas and Hanukkah as a part 
of their intergenerational living arrangement.
 �ree years ago, Wendy and Ron Kleiman 
retired from their jobs near New York City. 
Wendy worked in human resources for a large 
corporation and Ron in �ag manufacturing. 
�e cost of living was high in their hometown 
of Parsippany, New Jersey, so, they downsized 
and accepted their daughter, Heather’s, invita-

tion to move in with her family in Newport 
News on a trial basis. �e experiment worked, 
and after a year, the family began to search for a 
home to accommodate all of them. �ey found 
the perfect house in Green Springs Planta-
tion.  �e Kleimans live on the second �oor 
where they have a small kitchen, a cozy dining 
and living area, along with a bedroom, bath and 
o�ce. �e upstairs kitchen and living area were 
already included in the house. Wendy repainted 
the space in a soft gray and added her own dé-
cor. Heather and Bryan Walls and their daugh-
ters live on the main �oor.

 Ron says, “None of the other children in-
vited us to live with them, and personality wise, 
Heather and her family are the best match.” �e 
Kleimans travel to visit their other children, two 
daughters and a son, and grandchildren.
 Wendy and Ron are both of Jewish ances-
try and their grandparents observed Jewish 
religious customs, but not their parents. Ron 
decided to return to the conservative obser-
vances of his ancestors. �e silver cup they use 
each Friday evening for Shabbat belonged to 
his grandfather’s great grandfather. �e fam-
ily observes Shabbat each week together in the 

Peace Within 
Family Cultures

1430 High St. Suite 1106, Williamsburg • 757-378-3773
atichathai.com • Serving Lunch & Dinner Tues-Sun

HAPPY HOLIDAYS!

THAI CUISINE

Thank you for 
your support

&  loyalty

Closed on 
New Year’s 

Day.

Celebrate with us and enjoy delicious and beautiful Thai cuisine.

Perfect for holiday outings.        Enjoy lunch or dinner here.

Is Your Life in Transition?
We can help you 
through these 
challenging times...

• Downsizing
• Packing and Moving
• Home Clean-outs
• Estate Sales and more!

(757) 784-7764    •    www.WilliamsburgEstate.com

Laura Kinsman, 
Owner

Kim Gibbons,
Project Mgr.

Lisa W. Cumming Photography
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301 Monticello Avenue
School of Education 

College of William and Mary 
literacyforlife.org

“When Patricia, originally from El Salvador, first moved to Williamsburg, she spoke very little 
English and depended on others to help her with everyday tasks such as going to the store. She 
learned about Literacy for Life and was soon matched with her tutor, Portia. “ My tutor is very 
patient and made me feel comfortable when I started speaking English. She is able to  meet with 
me at different times to fit with my work schedule. My goal is to get my GED which will open 
many doors for me. I would like to enter a career caring for animals. Thanks to my tutor, I know 
I will achieve my goal.”  ~Patricia Cardona, Learner

“Portia began volunteering at Literacy for Life after seeing an ad in Next Door Neighbors 
magazine. Working one on one to help someone particularly appealed to her. “ It is so important 
to be able to communicate in the community in which you live. I knew I needed to be patient and 
a good listener if I was going to help Patricia learn English. The training, support, and resources 
provided to me by Literacy for Life have been extremely helpful. Patricia is hard working and has 
made excellent progress. We have become much more than student and teacher – we have become 
friends!”  ~Portia Belden, Tutor

`

• English Literacy 
  Aprender Ingles   
• Community and Citizenship
   Comunidad y Ciudadania

• Math Fundamentals
   Aprender Matematicas

• Health Literacy
   Educacion de Salud

Call Today! (Llama hoy!)
757-221-3325

`

`

Here’s how you 
can help:

1. Spread the
    word.
If you know of someone 
who needs help with their 
literacy skills, tell them about 
Literacy for Life. Share the 
“tear off” below and help them 
set an appointment to start 
improving their future.

2. Volunteer.
If you have the time to help 
someone learn to read and 
write in English, please 
call us. Our need for tutors 
is great as we always have 
eager students who want to 
remove the barriers in their 
lives by improving their 
understanding of the English 
language.

Sign up for tutor training today!

downstairs dining room, using ko-
sher dishes. Having kosher meals 
is not a problem for the Kleimans. 
Other members of the family have 
other dietary restrictions, so eating 
kosher is just one of several food 
accommodations.
 During December they ob-
serve Hanukkah, or the Festival of 
Lights, along with their family.
 While all four of their children 
were raised in the Jewish faith, they 
all married outside of the faith. 
Ron says, “I think everyone wants 
their children to marry within 
their faith, but it wasn’t a problem 
for us.”
 Wendy adds, “�e important 
thing is that they all married good 
people.”
 Heather and Bryan Walls and 
their daughters, Maia, almost 12, 
and Neely, almost 10,  attend a 
Christian church and celebrate 
Christmas with a Christmas tree, 
Advent calendar, presents, lights, 
decorations and an “Elf on the 
Shelf.” �ey also come upstairs 
each night of Hanukkah for the 
lighting of the oil lamps and to re-
ceive a small gift.
 Wendy says, “I try to give Ha-
nukkah gifts to all of our eleven 
grandchildren. �e gifts are small, 
comparable to a stocking stu�er.” 
�e Kleiman’s other children live 
in Pitts�eld, Massachusetts; Long 
Island, New York and Tucson, Ari-
zona. 
 Hanukkah is the festival ob-
served in honor of a miracle which 
occurred when the second temple 
in Jerusalem was rededicated in 
165 BCE after the Maccabean re-
volt against the Seleucid Empire 
which controlled Jerusalem. �e 
temple had been de�led but was 
rededicated after the revolt.  Jew-
ish law required a light to burn in 
the temple at all times. �is was 
the traditional seven branched oil 
lamp. At the time of dedication 
there was only one consecrated, 
sealed cask of olive oil remaining 
which was certi�ed by the High 
Priest to be pure. Normally one 
cask would burn only one day, but 
the oil lasted eight days, the time 



12 NEXT DOOR NEIGHBORSDECEMBER2018

NDN

required for the pressing and sealing of new oil.
 During the festival, a Hanukkah Menorah 
(usually an eight branched candlestick with an 
additional ninth or Shamash branch used for 
lighting the others and located above or below 
the eight) is lit sequentially each night and of-
ten placed in the window or outside the house 
to remember the miracle. �is year’s Hanukkah 
dates are the evening of December 2 through 
December 10. �e beginning date is always the 
25th day of the Hebrew month of Kislev. Since 
the Hebrew calendar is lunar, the date varies on 
the Gregorian calendar. Hebrew days begin at 
sunset.
 �e Hanukkah Menorah used by the Klei-
mans is not a candleholder but rather a small 
stone wall, symbolizing the “Wailing Wall” in 
Jerusalem, with eight jugs attached for the oil 
and another jug below,  which is used to light 
the other jugs, one on the �rst night, two on 
the second and so forth. �e lights must burn at 
least a half an hour after sunset, but when �lled 
with oil may burn up to six hours. Wendy says, 
“By the end of Hanukkah, the house de�nitely 
smells like olive oil.” 
 �eir granddaughters also spin the dreidel, 
a four sided spinning top with Hebrew letters 
which are abbreviations for the words Nes Gad-
ol Haya Sham which mean “A Great Miracle 

Happened Here.” Because of the importance of 
the olive oil, fried foods such as potato latkes 
and doughnuts are a part of the tradition as 
well as special Hanukkah songs and a blessing 
of thanks.
 �e entire family has attended a public me-
norah lighting ceremony in Newport News as 
well as Christmas concerts and tree lighting cer-
emonies. Wendy says, “We don’t give Christmas 
presents, and we watch Christmas celebrations 
from the sidelines.”  Both Kleimans agree that 
Christmas lights and decorations are warm and 
beautiful and that Christmas music is very spe-
cial even if it is played a little early in the season.
Wendy assists Heather with the home and her 
granddaughters as needed, but she also stays 
busy with jazzercise classes three or four days 
a week. She enjoys reading and various com-
munity events. She attended the Citizens Police 
Academy which included ride-alongs with local 
police.
 Ron takes care of household repairs and has a 
woodworking shop. He is also an avid kayaker. 
When they lived in New Jersey, he served as a 
whitewater guide and rescuer on the Delaware 
River, an activity he misses, but the Williams-
burg area is wonderful for kayaking. He wanted 
an additional form of exercise for days when the 
weather wasn’t ideal for kayaking and he looked 

for the closest martial arts studio, thinking that 
he would be more likely to go if the studio was 
nearby. He found Krav Maga Hampton Roads 
on John Tyler Highway and when he walked in, 
was surprised to see an Israeli �ag on the wall. 
�e discipline he is practicing, Krav Maga, is 
actually an Israeli self-defense and �ghting 
form. He works at martial arts two or three 
times a week and still �nds time to write both 
prose and poetry.
 �e Kleimans enjoy living in Williamsburg 
although they do admit to missing New York 
pizza and bagels, but not the tra�c nor the high 
cost of living.
 �e family participated in FISH food drive 
e�orts which are carried out by several lo-
cal faith groups. “When you rub elbows with 
people of all faiths,” Ron says, “it leads to the 
love of your fellow man and your community.” 
�e Kleimans involved Maia and Neely in the 
project because they thought it would be a good 
experience for the girls to realize the needs of 
others.
 Combining two religious traditions has been 
a fact of life for Wendy Kleiman and her family. 
In today’s divided and partisan world, an under-
standing of two cultures surely contributes to 
the peace and goodwill heralded by the holiday 
season.
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STANISLAV “STAS” JIROV

 Stas Jirov is one of many very talented individ-
uals who will be performing at Busch Gardens 
Christmas Town this season. Watch for him on 
the ice in the red suit, hiding behind the beard. 
Even the mask doesn’t slow him down as he per-
forms many jumps and spins to the delight of 
his audience.
 Originally from St. Petersburg, Russia, Stas 
has been training to be a �gure skater since he 

By Dawn Brotherton

was four years old. “I’m really thankful to the 
Skating Academy in St. Petersburg to give me 
this many years of high-level of training to be-
come a good skater and performer and do this 
job to make people happy,” Stas says. Growing 
up, in addition to his regular schooling, he skat-
ed before and after academic classes. He explains 
that it isn’t like here where the parents pick and 
choose what the child will participate in. �e 

coaches in Russia decided what you would train 
in, for how long, and any additional training that 
would improve your main sport. “If you needed 
more �exibility, you did gymnastics. If you need-
ed speed skating, you would skate more.” Stas 
feels this experience gave him con�dence and 
motivated him to do more.
 �ere is a lot of athletic talent running 
through his veins. His mother, who is still in 
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Russia, was a gymnast, and his father played soc-
cer and ice hockey. His younger sister has danced 
with a professional ballet company in Russia for 
20 years. 
 A few years ago, Maiya, his daughter, trav-
eled to St. Petersburg, Russia to join the Skat-
ing Academy where Stas attended and to train 
with his coach for the summer. She was able to 
enjoy time with her grandparents and practice 
her Russian.
 Stas visited many countries while traveling 
with Disney on Ice. �e Tidewater area is fortu-
nate that a few of those stops were at the Hamp-
ton Coliseum. He says that he had heard from 
others that Williamsburg was an interesting, 
historical place. “Many years before I stopped 
[traveling with Disney], I drove by and walked 
around and realized there’s something wonderful 
about this place. It would be nice to be here.” 
At the time, he knew he wanted to return to the 
area.
 Whenever he got a chance, Stas toured Wil-
liamsburg. “Every time it had something dif-
ferent and something new.” At that point, Stas 
decided that when it was time for him to stop 
traveling, he would settle in Williamsburg. 

 Stas �rst came to live in the United States in 
the early nineties. “I originally got my green card 
for extraordinary abilities because I was doing a 
lot of character work for Disney. For my charac-
ters, I was skating in not just the costume, but 
in a mask, and I was still continuing doing high-
level competitive triples and jumps.” It takes ex-
tra talent and concentration to get used to skat-
ing when your vision is limited by a mask.
 All that experience came in handy because 
now he is doing the same type of skating for 
Busch Gardens as Saint Nicholas. “It’s really great 
for Williamsburg to see not just beautiful lights 
but also the special skating show. It’s outside. I 
believe every skater dreams about skating outside 
because that’s where skating originally started.”
 Twas the Night Before Christmas will be per-
formed many times a day. “At Christmas time, 
it’s all a magic miracle, and that happens every 
show.” Stas promises no two shows will ever be 
the same because something interesting always 
happens. He recalls last year when it was so cold, 
even with his thick Santa suit on, he was still 
colder than he can remember being in Russia.
 “I’m on the ice, skating again with a wonder-
ful cast from around the world, a group of skat-

ers who come here for the Christmas Town, and 
we’re doing so many performances every day.” 
One of Stas’s all-time favorite skaters is in the 
show with him, three-time World Champion 
and twice-silver medalist, Canadian Elvis Stojko. 
“When you watch somebody that talented, it’s 
just incredible. He’s probably the most amazing 
skater I’ve ever seen in my life. And when people 
see him that close in the park, they will be enjoy-
ing so much, I guarantee it,” Stas says.
 Playing Saint Nicholas is a treat for Stas. He 
always believed in the mystery of Santa growing 
up. In Russia, Santa Claus has the same enchant-
ed qualities as we appreciate in the States. “We 
have a nice fat man, friendly. For some reason, 
they have a di�erent out�t, a little bit di�erent 
cut, but we do have exactly the same colors in 
Russia.”
 �e part he enjoys the most is watching the 
audience experience the magic taking place on 
the ice. 
 “You perform for people and see them happy.” 
Stas says that he loves being on stage and looking 
into the crowd. “You have so much energy from 
them. You skate not just for yourself, you skate 
for people, and they like it.” NDN
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CABELL WALLACE

 Cabell Wallace understands traditions. He 
lives them. As a descendant of the original 
owner, and one of the current owners of �e 
Christmas Shop in Merchant’s Square in Colo-
nial Williamsburg, Cabell has a unique sense of 
history. He and his family have been part of the 
city of Williamsburg history and the history of 
thousands of people around the world through 
the Christmas decorations purchased from the 
family shop over the last 50 plus years. 
 When he’s asked about holiday traditions, By Kathleen Toomey Jabs
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Cabell says he thinks “about people readying their trees and pulling out 
ornaments.” He wonders, “How many ornaments purchased from �e 
Christmas Shop and are now hanging on trees around the world? How 
many families are seeing an ornament and remembering the fun times 
they had when they came to Williamsburg?”

�oughts of family, traditions and special moments are what keeps 
Cabell focused on Christmas, the actual holiday, not the Christmas mar-
keting and merchandise which is a year-round endeavor. “Christmas is 
a religious holiday,” Cabell says. “It’s not all about bells, whistles, [and]
trees. I want to realize and remember the true reason for the holiday. 
We’re celebrating a birth. Everyone does it di�erently, and everyone has 
their own traditions. �at’s what’s fun about Christmas. You revisit tradi-
tions and moments and remember again. It’s such a special time. You see 
people you only see one time a year. It’s a chance to make all our relation-
ships better.”

Relationships and family are important to Cabell. A native of Wil-
liamsburg, he grew up close to and around Merchant Square. He credits 
his grandmother with the idea for �e Christmas Shop. �e family was 
already in the retail business when Elisabeth Wallace, his grandmother, 
took a trip to Carmel, California in the early 1960s. She returned from 
the trip and told her son, Cabell’s father. “You need to open a Christ-
mas shop in Merchant’s Square.” Cabell’s dad listened to his mother and 
started investigating possibilities and pitching ideas to Colonial Wil-
liamsburg. �e idea of a year-round Christmas shop was something dif-
ferent and rather unique in the early 1960s. Retail, international trading 
and markets were yet to be the dominant forces of the U.S. consumer 
economy.

According to Cabell, Colonial Williamsburg was initially skepti-
cal about the likelihood of success. �ey required minimum revenue 
thresholds for the store in the early years. No one expected tourists in the 
sweltering Mid-Atlantic summer heat to buy decorations for trees not 
yet purchased. �e early Wallace team had to work hard just to acquire 
enough Christmas “stu�” to �ll a 500 square foot shop. �e challenge 
was not only �nding merchandise but �nding the right kind of merchan-
dise and then convincing crafters and artisans to keep making Christmas 
decorations year-round. It took the Wallace family several years to �nd, 
build and sustain relationships with crafty, Do-It-Yourself types of people 
who could keep the store stocked.

Today, a retailer has their pick of merchandise. Cabell attends trade 
shows where there are three buildings with 8-15 �oors per building, and 
he has his choice of every tree decoration imaginable. Even now, with 
the plethora of choices, Cabell sticks to the original formula. “We al-
ways tried to have more individualist, made-in-the-USA type of decora-
tions.” He admits it’s still hard at times to keep the suppliers and the store 
stocked and to balance year-round inventory. He remembers many of the 
crafters and works to preserve relationships.

“I remember one lady.” Cabell says, “She made bread dough orna-
ments in all sorts of shapes and �gures. We started buying them, Cabell 
explains. She supplied us for years.” Her husband was in the military, he 
explains, and received orders to Hawaii. She assumed she’d have to stop 
making the ornaments. Cabell �gured out a way they could still work 
together. “We had these Tupperware form containers, lined with pack-
ing,” he explains. “She mailed them to us full, and we mailed them back 
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empty. Back and forth,” he lets out a slight laugh. Back then it was still a 
novelty to do overseas shipping for crafts but they kept at it.
 Growing up in retail “made holidays interesting,” Cabell says. �ere’s 
a constant tension between having your most pro�table time of the year 
come when most people are trying to celebrate or out doing their shop-
ping and you’re pulled in many directions. “I’d be lying if I didn’t say 
sometimes I think, ‘here it comes again,’ but I know it’s good for busi-
ness,” Cabell says. His own traditions and household decorations are 
minimal. “I’m in it all day,” he says. He’s not inclined to over-decorate 
his own house. But he knows plenty of people who keep Christmas deco-
rations up all year.  
 “�e odd thing about running a Christmas shop is that you spend 
your whole year working toward one date, not a month or a season, but 
a single day,” Cabell says. �at adds complexity to the buying and stock-
ing aspect. “On the 26th, you want it all gone.” Dated items, which are 
popular, are “essentially worthless on January 1.” �ere’s a calculus in-
volved in trying to construct and stock a store of ornaments with enough 
unique but timeless and meaningful decorations to intrigue buyers all 
year round.
 For Cabell and his extended family, Christmas day is the one day a year 
that �e Christmas Shop is closed. Closed but not empty. Cabell and his 
family share a traditional Christmas Eve meal that brings everyone to-
gether, but he’s known, even as a boy, that Christmas day is for working. 
On Christmas itself, “we have to get ready for the day after,” he explains. 
He spends part of each Christmas inside the store, moving things away, 
reorganizing shelves, marking items down. �e locked door doesn’t stop 
people from knocking. He smiles as he thinks about it. “We never want 
to forget how fortunate we are to be here.” �e Wallace family all work 
on Christmas, and they accept it as part of their heritage.
 Cabell can’t really remember not working at the stores. He started “be-
hind the scenes.” Across the street from the store, in the basement under 
the family general store, is the storage area. Cabell remembers working as 
a runner and being instructed to “take it to the store.” He ran back and 
forth for years and then graduated to wrapping, mailing, and picking 
stock. It was all training and all part of the family e�ort. Now, he and his 
older brother and nephew are the ones in charge. �ey own �ve shops 
throughout Williamsburg, including R.P. Wallace & Sons General Store, 
�e Campus Shop and �e Christmas Shop, all in Merchants Square, 
and Wallace’s Trading Post and �e Williamsburg General Store, both 
on Richmond Road. His dad still makes rounds and visits, provides oc-
casional coaching, but the stores are now in the hands of the third and 
fourth generations.
 �e family relish their time outside. “When you’re in retail, you need 
the time to get outside,” Cabell says. He recollects his youth, which was 
mostly spent outdoors, when he wasn’t in the stores or school. He’s seen 
quite a few changes in Williamsburg over the years. Fields where he used 
to hunt are now housing developments; he himself lives in one. In his 
o� time he tends to visit “open spaces somewhere.” Although, no matter 
what season, he’s still checking out merchandise. On a recent trip to Jack-
son Hole, Cabell had the chance to review Western ornaments at some of 
the gift shops. He started thinking about Western trends and what styles 
might work in Colonial Williamsburg. It really is Christmas every day for 
Cabell Wallace. As for his favorite holiday, he likes �anksgiving. 
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SOPHIA HARLER

 �e Salvation Army 
has been many things 
to many people, and 
their e�ect on so many 
lives is re�ected in the 
people who work with 
the organization. For 
Sophia Harler, this 
nonpro�t changed her 
family’s life. 
 Sophia was raised 
in Williamsburg. Her 
parents had moved 
here when they were 
in their twenties. “My 
father came from the 
coal mines of West 
Virginia. My grand-
father had died of 
black lung disease. My 
grandmother had sev-
en children, and she 
came out of the coal 
mine camp with abso-
lutely nothing.” 
 When a spouse who worked in the coal 
mines died, generally the family would leave to 
�nd a di�erent life. “My father was about �ve 
or six years old, and he was the youngest. �at 
�rst Christmas she was going to have to tell 
her kids there is no Santa Claus because they 
had nothing.” Instead, things turned out dif-

By Narielle Living

ferently. “A neighbor actually turned the family 
name into the local Salvation Army o�ce, and 
because of that they had Christmas that year.” 
 Sophia once worked for a gentleman named 
Phil Merrick, who owned Colonial Connec-
tions, a tour company in the area. “Phil was 
very integral and involved in the Salvation 

Army at that time. He 
was my boss and my 
mentor, because he 
was truly the best and 
wanted the best for 
everybody. I looked 
up to him. He played 
a role in the Salvation 
Army when they �rst 
started here, the very 
�rst corps they set up,” 
she says. Today, Sophia 
is the chair of the Sal-
vation Army advisory 
board and one of their 
most enthusiastic sup-
porters.
 According to So-
phia, the mission of 
the Salvation Army is 
deeper than just the 
holiday bell ringing 
that people usually 
associate with them. 
“You are going to �nd 

a lot of people who only know us as a kettle or 
only know us as disaster, and a lot of people 
don’t know we’re a church as well. Di�erent 
people have di�erent ideas of what the Army 
is,” she says.
 �e Salvation Army of Williamsburg has 
recently moved into a new location on Iron-
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bound Road. �e building includes, large, cav-
ernous spaces that provide ample room for stor-
age for donations as well as classes and a chapel. 
“ “�is is our �rst permanent building. We’ve 
always rented, so we are here hopefully to stay,” 
Sophia says. “It’s been a long time coming. It 
happened when and where God wanted it to 
happen.”
 Sophia believes that the variety of programs 
they o�er will make them more visible in the 
community, and that public involvement is 
key. Vicki Davis, Social Services Program Co-
ordinator, agrees. “All the agencies in the area 
know about us because we go to di�erent 
meetings and try to share what we have,” Vicki 
says. “Clients may not know we’re here until 
somebody tells them because we were never at 
a place where we could have a big sign, and here 
we will. I think having our own space and a lit-
tle elbow room will be better now.” She gestures 
at the wide open space that can accommodate 
many groups and still house generous furniture 
donations, indicating that the building can be 
used in a variety of ways. “We’re hoping we can 
have some disaster classes,” Vicki says. Disas-
ter e�orts are close to Vicki’s heart, as that is 
what brought her to this area. “I’m here be-
cause of Katrina,” she says. “I worked for Salva-

tion Army in Ohio back in the 70s and 80s, 
and then I moved south to Chattanooga and 
worked for the postal service for about 13 years. 
�en Katrina hit. I had a lot of leave time and 
needed a break so I took my vacation time and 
went to Katrina. I was in Slidell, met this guy 
who lives here, a year later we got married and 
I moved here.” Her husband had been in the 
Air Force and liked this area, so they decided 
this is where they would settle. After that, Vicki 
decided to get back into nonpro�t work. “It �ts 
my personality better than other things.” 
 �e programs run by the Salvation Army are 
numerous, and include a food pantry, Angel 
Tree Christmas donations, homeless and hous-
ing services, emergency assistance with utilities 
and food, youth programs and disaster relief 
services. �at is just some of what they do. With 
the new building open, donations of all kinds 
are always welcome. “We’re always looking for 
everything, and the fact that we have this new 
building enables us to actually get more dona-
tions that we need,” Vicki says. Donations such 
as furniture are used in the transitional housing 
service, which assists a family in not only �nd-
ing housing but in educating them for the fu-
ture. “With transitional housing you apply, we 
take a family in and we provide them with the 

apartment for up to two years,” Vicki says. �e 
program helps them understand how to man-
age �nances and monitors the family’s account-
ability and responsibility. “We also furnish that 
apartment, and when they move out, they take 
that furniture with them. Now we are able to 
take donations of furniture to ful�ll that need 
because we have the room. �is building and 
this property are a Godsend for us. It’s going to 
allow us to grow and help the community in a 
way that we’ve never been able to.”
 Although many people only think of the Sal-
vation Army at Christmas, Sophia says that they 
are very glad people do think of them during 
the holidays. “�e kettles are our largest fund-
raiser. We are very unique in the fact that there 
are very few corps in the entire nation that have 
an all-volunteer bell ringing campaign. I think 
every corps probably has volunteers to some de-
gree but nowhere near what we do. Every man 
hour that we have is volunteer.”
 Sophia speculates that the volunteers is per-
haps the reason why they are so successful. Af-
ter all, most volunteers have a deep connection 
to their community. 
 For Sophia Harler, the spirit of giving back 
is what it is all about, not just at Christmas but 
throughout the entire year. NDN
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RAY SAVINO

 When it comes to talking about the ghost 
of Christmas past, Raphael “Ray” Savino has 
a slightly di�erent perspective. �e �rst time 
he had an experience with paranormal activity 
was in the early 1990s when he was living in an 
apartment in Pennsylvania. Behind the apart-
ment building stood a cemetery.
 “A lot of weird things would happen there,” 
Raphael says. “I would come home and win-
dows would be open. Lights would come on 
and o�, or I would come back from doing my 
laundry in the basement and the TV would be 
on and blaring.”
 One night, he saw a shadow move from un-
derneath a closed bedroom door, and his fasci-

By Brandy Centolanza

nation with the unknown grew. Raphael became 
more interested in ghosts and ghost hunting af-
ter watching the show Ghost Hunters, a reality 
television show about paranormal investigators.
 “I’ve always been intrigued and curious about 
ghosts,” Raphael says. “I’ve always wondered 
about the after-life and life after death, and 
watching Ghost Hunters was like trying to �nd 
a piece of a puzzle, trying to �nd out why some-
thing was happening.”
 When Raphael, who grew up in Northern 
Virginia, moved to Williamsburg twelve years 
ago, he joined a group in Hampton Roads that 
focused on investigating the paranormal. While 
most members of the group saw it as a hobby, 

Raphael wanted to take it more seriously, so he 
created his own company.
 RTL Paranormal, founded in May 2009, is a 
business that investigates claims of paranormal 
activity in private homes as well as businesses 
and historic parks, landmarks and other places. 
�e Historic Triangle was the perfect place to 
set up shop, given all of the history and haunted 
tales surrounding Colonial Williamsburg and 
other locales.
 “I’ve always liked history and historical at-
tractions,” Raphael says. “Our job through our 
investigations is to prove that a ghost story has 
some truth and evidence behind it or that it is 
just a story and isn’t real at all.”
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 Raphael’s �rst investigation was at a local bed and breakfast. While he 
was in one of the rooms, Raphael took a photo of himself in front of a 
mirror. When he looked at the picture afterward, he saw the image of a 
woman looking over his shoulders.
 “�ere was no one there, but you could see her re�ection,” he recalls. 
“You could see her whole face, the eyes, the nose, the lips.”
 Since then, RTL Paranormal has visited the bed and breakfast roughly 
20 times for reports of paranormal activity. Raphael and his team of �ve 
paranormal investigators use various pieces of equipment during their 
ghost hunting expeditions including electromagnetic meter detectors, 
digital recorders and camcorders, spirit boxes and other technology. A 
spirit box is a device used for contacting spirits through the use of radio 
frequency. Raphael often hears voices through the spirit box.
 �e �rst time he had a ghost try to communicate with him was during 
an investigation at the historic Boxwood Inn bed and breakfast in New-
port News. �e Boxwood Inn is another place that RTL Paranormal visits 
frequently for unexplained activity.
 “�at was our second investigation,” Raphael says. “When you hear 
something on the spirit box, it is cool. It is very cool when you ask a ghost 
a speci�c question and they respond with a speci�c answer, or when you 
hear your name or you hear something that is personal to a client.”
 In addition to encountering spirits, Raphael has also run into his fair 
share of human skeptics who simply roll their eyes or shake their heads as 
he passes by. Neither phase him.
 “�ere is a lot of stu� out there that you can’t explain,” Raphael says. 
“It’s easy to be skeptical and poke fun, but the majority of people who tag 
along with us who are skeptical at �rst end up seeing and hearing things 
that can’t be explained, and it makes them believers.”
Raphael became even more of a believer following the passing of his fa-
ther last December. Prior to his dad’s death from cancer, Raphael received 
what he describes as “weird” messages through his spirit box telling him 
to check up on his father.
 A few months after his father passed away, Raphael was in the woods 
on a horse farm working a paranormal investigation when he heard what 
he thought was the sound of his father trying to communicate with him 
through his spirit box.
 “When I reviewed it on my computer later, I could hear his voice, and 
I started to cry,” Raphael says. He saved the message so he could have a 
reminder of his father’s voice.
While ghost hunting is not his full-time job, Raphael does work hard to 
promote his company and teach others about what he does. RTL Paranor-
mal has investigated between 150-200 reports of unexplained activity in 
Virginia, Maryland, Pennsylvania and New Jersey. 
 When it comes to paranormal investigations, Raphael is thorough. “I 
always try to do my best for my clients,” he adds. “I want to give them a 
reasonable explanation of why they are experiencing the things that they 
do.”
 As the holiday season approaches, Raphael re�ects on Christmases past, 
especially those he shared with his late father.
 “Christmas has always been a good memory for me,” he says. “Every-
body would come to the house and we would eat, drink, have a good 
time, joke around, and tell stories. It’s all about family.”
 Raphael Savino hopes his own children will have similar memories 
when they grow up. While he and his children used to visit his dad and 
his dad’s family in Northern Virginia over the holidays, Raphael is look-
ing forward to starting new traditions this holiday season. “It’s going to be 
di�erent this year, but in a good way,” Raphael says. “It’s still going to be 
fun. �e holidays always put a smile on my face.” NDN
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PASTOR DANIEL WILSON

 Williamsburg Baptist Church sits in the 
heart of downtown Williamsburg and has been 
part of the community since 1828. Today, a 
welcome banner unfurls on the front steps, 
signaling that the building is safe and inclusive 
and accepting of all people. �at type of mes-
sage is what Pastor Daniel Wilson has worked 

By Narielle Living

hard to convey.
 Arriving in Williamsburg in May 2015, Dan-
iel’s journey to the pulpit was not a typical one. 
“I grew up in southern California, just north 
of San Diego. When I was 16 my dad moved 
to Greenville, South Carolina.  I �nished high 
school and went to school in Florida.” Daniel’s 

expression of spirituality has undergone massive 
changes in his lifetime. “I grew up a card-carry-
ing fundamentalist,” he says. “What I mean by 
that is there was a clear social and theological 
paradigm shift I had to experience just to be-
come a conservative evangelical, then another 
paradigm shift to become a post-conservative.” 
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 Daniel ended up going to a fundamental-
ist college, and his wife attended Bob Jones 
University. Having been raised by parents who 
were a missionary and pastor, his departure 
from their view of spirituality was somewhat 
of a puzzle to his family. “�ey felt like I was 
leaving the family tradition, and that was kind 
of tough but we weathered it.” After moving 
back to Greenville, Daniel married and went to 
seminary. “My mind continued to change,” he 
says. “�ey had a diverse faculty at the time, 
and the school was undergoing a split between 
the progressives and the conservatives.” After a 
considerable amount of schooling, Daniel en-
tered the ministry.
 For two years Daniel was an associate pastor 
in Martinsville, Virginia, then he and his family 
made the move to Williamsburg. When asked 
how he likes the area, he smiles. “I love it. I 
love being a pastor in a college town.” When 
referring to his move from associate pastor to 
pastor, he says, “It was tough. �ere were some 
wonderful people there, and it was hard for me 
to leave. I probably should have left earlier but 
I really wanted to try to make it work, because 
if you’re a pastor you’re called to love people, 
and that doesn’t always entail leaving them. It 
was hard but it was also unrealistic. I have four 

children and student loans.”
 �e position in Williamsburg opened up 
as Daniel was ready to step out of the associ-
ate’s role. It also meant a move closer to fam-
ily. “My mom and sister are in town, and with 
four kids it’s been nice to have family with us. 
My wife, Wendy, is teaching assistant at Bright 
Beginnings at Clara Byrd Baker and the kids are 
enjoying not moving. It’s been an impetus to 
make things work here.”
 �e holidays can be di�cult, a fact that 
Daniel recognizes for his congregants and the 
community at large. His hope is that people 
recognize Williamsburg Baptist as a place of 
solace regardless of a person’s perspective on 
life. He tries to convey a message of humanity 
that reaches out to everyone. “�e example of 
the cross, I think, is perhaps what should be the 
biggest takeaway,” he says. “�e moral example 
is to be great enough in love that we freely,  not 
out of obligation or coercion, that we freely 
take on the pain of the world for the good of 
another. So, a cruciform life is that parent at 3 
a.m. holding their child. It’s bearing with our 
more tension �lled relationships, it’s sacri�ce 
of di�erent sorts. �e list goes on, right on up 
to the ultimate sacri�ce, those times when we 
do give our lives. �at is the moral example of 

the cross. But what time is there when there’s 
resurrection without someone dying? Marriage, 
to die to yourself so that we can be something 
life giving. �at’s one of the ways I think that 
our holidays, or our biblical stories, are so often 
domesticated.”
 He urges people to move beyond the domes-
tication of the holiday into a deeper contempla-
tion and conversation with ourselves and each 
other. “When it comes to Christmas ,a lot of 
times we want Christmas but we don’t want 
advent. We don’t want to wait. I think that’s 
a meaningful practice.” When discussing the 
traditional story of Christmas, Daniel men-
tions that the story has aspects that leave him 
wondering. “King Herod is terri�ed that this 
king is going to be born. He’s a tyrant willing 
to kill children over Jesus’ arrival. It continues 
to boggle my mind how the magi, astrologers, 
magicians, the Greek word magoi is magician 
or someone who dabbles. �ey see the birth of 
this Jewish messiah, they come and pay him 
homage and they leave. What’d they do after 
that? �ey probably went on and continued to 
be magi.”
 Daniel says that if the birth of Jesus hap-
pened today, it would not be a perfect, domesti-
cated Christmas story. “If Jesus was born today, 
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the best analogous thing I can come up with is 
some motel in some place no one’s ever heard of 
with homeless people hanging out saying, ‘here, 
you need some help, you need some blankets.’ 
�at just doesn’t translate for a lot of us. So, I 
wish we rediscovered how radical the birth nar-
ratives are.” Rediscovering aspects of this narra-
tive can help reframe the spirit of the season for 
many and can take away some of the pressure to 
have a “perfect Christmas.”
 In Williamsburg Baptist Church, Daniel is 
trying to create an environment of social jus-
tice and equality that welcomes anyone who 
needs refuge. “�ere are so many people who 
have a wistfulness, a longing for something 
spiritual. �ere is something about the Bible or 
something about Jesus, maybe even something 
about certain elements of Christianity that just 
have held on and they wish they could explore 
or nurture that,” he says. Unfortunately, Dan-
iel says that some churches have become out 
of touch with the rest of the world. “�ey talk 
about a world that should be shunned, but I 
feel like Christians misidentify what that world 
is. �e part of the world that is all about discov-
ering how creation works, the scienti�c world, 
that’s a world we need to be getting closer to, 
speaking to and maybe even speaking into. 

Parts of the world seeking justice, those are the 
parts of the world that we need to be a part of. 
�e parts of the world we need to be shunning 
are the parts of the world that reduce human 
dignities to commodities. �e justice struggle is 
a struggle, but it’s waged in peace.” 
 When asked about holiday classics such as A 
Christmas Carol, Daniel’s face breaks out in a 
sardonic grin. “A banker becomes generous! Eb-
enezer is remembered for being a scrooge, but I 
think Dickens would be a little disappointed. I 
think he would prefer that Ebenezer be remem-
bered as a generous soul who knew Christmas 
well.”
 Pastor Daniel Wilson wants the commu-
nity to know that although no church is per-
fect, Williamsburg Baptist is aiming to be what 
people always thought church should be: home.  
 “Usually home is a place where you can let 
your hair down and be yourself, a place where 
people not only hear about hope but witness 
hope, in humanity, in family, in the future. 
�ose are the churches I want to be a part of. I 
hope we can be a place where we can ponder a 
hope �lled future together, not just talk about 
the past. To use another biblical metaphor, 
make this existence less like a wilderness and 
more like a garden.”
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DINA THOMAS

 For many, a job is something to do. Real es-
tate agent Dina �omas has much more than a 
job. Raised in Gloucester, Virginia, Dina went 
to college, married and moved to Ohio where 
she managed a publishing company. Before 
she knew it, she had two children and was jug-
gling long hours of work with being a good 
mother. Wisely discerning that being there for 
her daughters was paramount, she made the 
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decision to leave the publishing �eld. 
 In 2003 her family moved back to the area. 
It was in the process of buying their �rst home 
that Dina discovered her calling. “Our realtor 
didn’t do a lot of things I thought he should 
have done for us.” �at experience as a �rst-
time buyer was eye opening. Dina wanted to 
know everything about the business. Regard-
ing her decision to enter the �eld Dina says, 
“You know when you know. I knew I was 
meant to do this.” At 32, Dina made the deci-
sion to embark on a new career path. She went 
to school, took the licensing exam and passed. 
While interviewing for a job, Dina met broker 
Angela Dougherty and decided to work with 
her and her company, Howard Hanna. “�ey 
put people �rst, and that was really important 
to me. [Angela] didn’t lead with how much 
money I’d make; it was how I’d connect with 
people, and that’s what I was looking for.”  
 Ultimately, Dina chose to work with her 
company because of the education they of-
fered and the fact that they embodied the 
same principles she upholds in life: Service 
to others and building a lasting relationship. 

She’s never looked back. 
 With training in place, Dina entered the 
real estate arena in 2005 when the market was 
solid. A few years later the recession hit and 
the market tanked. �is was a critical time for 
agents still relatively new to the business. Real 
estate agencies went from selling houses im-
mediately to being unable to close on them.  
 “I had to reinvent myself so I went into 
myself, as I always do, and said, okay, Dina, 
what do you need to do for the people?” �ere 
were so many families losing their homes that 
she learned to do short sales and foreclosures. 
She was the number one person in her o�ce 
because no one wanted to take that on, it was 
brand new. She learned the system and what 
the banks were looking for, ideally. Dina knew 
her clients needed someone who wasn’t wor-
ried only about the end result, but who could 
help them through the entire process. 
 Short sales and foreclosures carried her 
until the market turned. �ose same people 
who once lost their homes came back three or 
more years later. �ey were very loyal and told 
her how she’d helped them navigate a di�cult 

and stressful time. Short sales aren’t easy. “It’s 
not when will we close, it’s more like we may 
close. Back then it could take 6 or 8 months. 
You really had to be invested with someone to 
help them through the long process of wait-
ing.” 
 During a time of �nancial crisis when peo-
ple were losing their credit and homes, Dina 
reminded clients that they still had a family 
and could rebuild their lives. “You have to 
have a why. Why you get up every day.” For 
Dina �omas it’s not about making a quota, 
it’s about who she can help and bless. “It 
makes me feel good because it lets me know 
I’m a part of their story.” 
 Not only does Dina sell homes, she builds 
them, too. In 2014 she traveled with her 
daughters to the Dominican Republic on a 
missionary trip. Dina felt it would be a great 
experience for her girls and a positive way to 
celebrate her birthday. “In our society we’re 
given so much that we really don’t understand 
what it means to give back.” �e �omas 
family �ew to a village and spent a week con-
structing a home for a family of 15. �e work 
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was nonstop. �e locals slept outside with the 
building materials because they were afraid it 
would be stolen. Initially, Dina thought she 
was going there to help them, but they helped 
her. She saw things in herself she needed to let 
go of and change. �ere was also a language 
barrier, but that didn’t matter. Dina was a 
mother, and she connected with the mother 
of the large family. She watched as her own 
children played with the local family’s chil-
dren.  
 “We built the house together. �ey gave 
me the best birthday present ever in 46 years 
because the look on [the mother’s] face as I 
was helping to build her home was priceless.” 
In re�ecting upon that time, Dina pauses 
before adding, “If we take the time to focus 
on someone else and help that person [we’re 
reminded] that it’s what we’re created to do.” 
 Dina loves the holidays. She comes from 
a big family. Her dad is one of 11. Dina has 
41 �rst cousins, and they have kids. When 
�anksgiving rolls around, they all get togeth-
er that weekend and rent a big hall because 
there’s more than a hundred relatives. She 

might bake cookies or pies. Sometimes she 
picks up a box of chocolates to send to past cli-
ents. She puts holiday candles in listed homes 
to show the spirit of the season is present to 
prospective buyers. �anksgiving is Dina’s 
biggest holiday because it’s about giving back. 
During the holidays she often sends notes to 
clients, thanking them. Very rarely does she 
lose track of the people who have come in and 
out of her life. When asked about her client 
she has known the longest, Dina laughs and 
says, “I went out to lunch two weekends ago 
with a client I’ve known for 13 years!”
 As a divorcee, full-time mom and full-time 
agent, Dina’s kids grew up in the real estate 
world. When she �rst started out her oldest 
was in �fth grade and her youngest was in kin-
dergarten. �inking back, Dina exceeded her 
own expectations. She was not focused on the 
end result, but on helping people. She’s always 
maintained that you have to go through the 
journey to build character. In the beginning 
she sometimes brought her daughters with her 
to work. �ey’d do their homework while she 
showed houses. When asked if either of her 

daughters is interested in real estate she says 
Mikaiah, now 19, seems to be. “She is like me, 
a people person. DeNajiah, 24, prefers to be 
behind the scenes.” Only time will tell. 
 For Dina, the best part of Williamsburg 
is that it still has a small hometown feel, and 
everyone takes care of each other to a certain 
degree. Dina works hard and feels everyone 
deserves a shot in life; someone who has his/
her back, someone who will �ght for you. She 
tries to live by the mantra, “To whom much is 
given, much is required. I feel people want a 
lot, but they don’t want the responsibility that 
comes with it. You can’t take it lightly.” 
 Dina �omas views life as a learning expe-
rience. “Always be a student. Even if you think 
you’re an expert, it’s good to have someone to 
go to as a mentor. �is keeps you humble, 
learning and growing.” 
 In the next 15-20 years Dina says she’d like 
to be a mentor to others. 
 “�at’s what I see myself doing. �at is 
what I’ll be doing,” she amends with the same 
spirit of a�rmation which has guided her 
throughout her life.    NDN
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BRAD “DOC HARPER”

 Reinventing himself after 37 years in the 
United States Army wasn’t easy. �anks to a 
low draft number, Bradley Harper served his 
country as an o�cer during the Vietnam war. 
He was so incensed by inadequate medical care 
he once experienced that he vowed to become 
a doctor himself. 
 “My soldiers deserved the best care,” he says, 
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“and I meant to see they’d get it.” 
 After his four years were up, Brad used his 
GI bene�ts to study a science-heavy pre-med 
program and eventually be admitted to an army 
medical school. At 29, he was among the old-
est in his class. Known as “Doc Harper,” Brad’s 
four commands and various assignments found 
him in places as diverse as Bosnia, Turkey, Italy, 
Spain and Afghanistan. On one memorable 
mission, he traveled the jungles of Colombia 
with a 9 mm weapon strapped to his side and a 
“blood chit” in his pocket. His experience with 
command led Colonel Harper to �nish his ca-
reer as the assistant to the Army’s Surgeon Gen-
eral. He and his wife and family had moved 30 
times, and daughters Dawn and Linnea, both 
of whom he’d delivered himself, had attended 
many schools. It was time to settle down, but 
where?
 After a lifetime in uniform, Doc Harper  felt 
the need to examine who he was and decide the 
next chapter of his life by making a pilgrimage 
to Spain’s Santiago de Compostela. He followed 
an international walking path trodden by mil-
lions since the ninth century to the cathedral 

where the bones of Saint James are said to rest. 
“It’s a spiritual pilgrimage known as El Camino, 
or ‘�e Way.’ It was an amazing journey of con-
templation of where I’d been and where I was 
yet to go,” Brad says. He felt accompanied every 
step of the way by the unseen ghostly presence 
of Michael, a suicidal young soldier who had 
once asked to walk this road with his former 
commander and friend. “I did it for us both.” 
Doc Harper , who speaks �ve languages beside 
English, stayed on for a while to help other pil-
grims by translating for them.
 Doc Harper never imagined retirement 
would lead him to sit on a magni�cent gilded 
throne dressed in crimson robes at Busch Gar-
dens’ Christmas Town, dispensing joy on a sea-
sonal basis. “It all started in the Army,” he says. 
“When you’re deployed, the holidays can be a 
lonely season. As the commander, I was elected 
to put the Santa suit on and bring some cheer to 
the troops, and found I really enjoyed it. When 
I retired, my wife Cheré and I decided we’d 
like to continue that tradition.” Brad’s round 
cheeks, jolly smile and snowy beard make him 
a thoroughly believable Santa, though he could 

work a bit harder on the traditional belly. Cheré 
appears both with him and individually as Mrs. 
Claus, a motherly woman in a red mobcap and 
Christmas apron. Even out of costume, the aura 
remains, her generous hugs seeming to leave be-
hind a lingering faint fragrance of warm sugar 
cookies. 
 Cheré gently admonishes her husband when 
a mild expletive escapes his lips in the telling of 
military stories. “Santa doesn’t talk like that,” 
she sweetly reminds him. “It’s true that my life 
changed when I put on the suit professionally,” 
Doc Harper says. “Suddenly I realized there was 
a certain standard to live up to, even in my ev-
eryday life. I live conscious of the fact that there 
are children watching my behavior and speech 
12 months out of the year. I keep a rein on my 
tongue and temper because I don’t want to dis-
honor Santa.”
 At �rst, it was just a job. It was enjoyable and 
fun, but still a job, to show up. �at changed 
one day when he was asked to do something 
special.
 Santa’s elf approached him with an unusual 
request. “�e next three children were or-
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phaned about a year ago,” she told him. “�eir 
foster parents told me they just got word that 
they’ll be able to adopt them, and wanted you 
to be the one to tell them!” Surprised but will-
ing, he nervously agreed. “�e siblings and par-
ents came into the room, and I could tell the 
oldest, a preteen, considered herself too cool for 
Santa. �e middle child, at about 10, was hedg-
ing his bets and playing along, but the young-
est, the 8 year old, oh, he was a believer!” Santa 
listened with half an ear to the usual requests 
while considering how best to deliver the news 
to the children. “I’ll be by on Christmas Eve, 
but for right now, I’ve got a special gift to give 
you… a family!” At �rst confused, when he 
explained that their foster family was adopting 
them all and they could stay together, the cel-
ebrating began. With the powerful memory of 
that moment and their ecstatic reaction, Doc 
Harper chokes up, and a rogue drop of mois-
ture slides down his ruddy cheek into his silky 
beard. “�at was when”, he manages to smile 
through his tears,“I became real!”
 He also tells the story of one of his biggest 
fans, a man with Down Syndrome who’s an an-

nual visitor to Christmas Town. “One day I was 
on stage at the special Dinner with Santa venue, 
speaking to the audience, all miked up. Sud-
denly I realized that my old friend had escaped 
his caregiver and was rushing the stage, arms 
wide, calling out, ‘Santa! Santa!’. Now, he’s a 
big guy, and I’d learned to brace myself against 
his enthusiasm, so I stood and opened up for 
the hug I knew was coming.” �e caregiver was 
right behind him, apologizing and trying to tug 
his charge o�stage. “Don’t be sorry,” Santa told 
him. “Love is never wasted!” �ere wasn’t a dry 
eye in the house on that occasion, either.
 Doc Harper is a busy guy, a man of many 
gifts and talents. When he’s not wearing the 
fur-trimmed red Santa one, he puts on his 
writer’s hat, which is an English derby. He’s just 
published his �rst novel, a Victorian-era thriller, 
and has a contract for another. His card, which 
reads, “Bradley Harper, Author, Examining the 
Mysteries of the Past” gives us a hint about his 
book’s premise. “If you like mystery, historical 
�ction, Jack the Ripper, and especially Sher-
lock Holmes, then I think A Knife in the Fog 
is a book you’ll enjoy,” Brad says. It was a story 

that needed telling, and Brad decided he’d get 
an online Creative Writing degree to help him 
tell it well. His background as a chief of pathol-
ogy lends reality and detail to the narrative. �e 
�nished manuscript garnered so much interest 
that �ve publishers got involved in a bidding 
war, and Brad’s agent is currently negotiating 
for a movie deal. His second book features a 
beloved female character from his debut novel, 
and Doc Harper is having fun seeing where this 
story takes him.
 As our interview draws to a close, good hosts 
Doc Harper and Cheré stand side by side on 
the steps of their home in Stonehouse to wave 
goodbye. Neighbors arrive home and the men 
exchange hearty greetings. �ey’re obviously 
close friends, and banter �ows back and forth 
across the street. One remark causes Doc Harp-
er to throw back his head and laugh. His eyes 
squinch shut, his shoulders shake, and a boom-
ing “Ho, ho, ho!” emanates from deep in his 
chest. 
 Make no mistake, fellow believers: Santa is 
very much alive and well, living slightly south 
of the North Pole in Greater Williamsburg. NDN
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Business

 �e recipe for great barbecue is part art, part 
science and part sleep deprivation. Five nights a 
week, Matt Sileno wakes up every hour to check 
on his smoker over a 14-hour cooking period, 
making sure the temperature stays constant and 
precise to produce a clear smoke for �avoring. 
 “Otherwise, you can get a chemical taste on 
the meat,” Matt says. “I’m a big stickler about it. 
I baby my smoker. A lot of people think you can 
just light up some wood, throw the meat on and 
let it ride, but barbecue is a really hard craft. No 
cook is the same. It takes a lot of steps, time and 
patience.” 
 Luckily, Matt, co-owner and pitmaster of 
Matchsticks BBQ Company, embraces the chal-
lenge of serving up pounds of homemade brisket, 
pulled pork, ribs, sausage and turkey breast. He 

By Alison Johnson

and his wife Nicole, the business’ co-owner and 
director of operations, also love watching as cus-
tomers take their �rst bites. 
 “It’s just the best feeling to see a smile cross 
their face,” Nicole says. 
 Since last spring, Matchsticks BBQ has oper-
ated as a food truck at special events, breweries 
and other spots around the region. �e rolling 
restaurant’s uncomplicated menu features single- 
or double-meat platters and sandwiches, includ-
ing a popular “Colonial” sandwich that com-
bines brisket, pulled pork and sausage, and sides 
such as baked beans, collard greens and macaroni 
and cheese. 
 Matt, 37, handles all of the meat preparation, 
while Nicole, 31, takes care of most of the sides 
and handles scheduling, accounting and other 

paperwork. �e couple also has expanded into 
catering and ultimately hopes to open a brick-
and-mortar location. 
 For Matt, who has loved cooking since he 
was a young child, Matchsticks BBQ is a dream 
come true. Growing up in a large Italian family 
from Brooklyn, New York, Matt was always in 
the kitchen with his parents, both gifted cooks. 
He was preparing full meals by the time he was 
about 10; by 12, he was cooking a signature pas-
ta sauce with meatballs from scratch.  
 “I’ve never really measured out ingredients or 
followed recipes,” he says. “I like being creative 
and trying out di�erent things. Cooking is one 
of my favorite things to do.” 
 �e Silenos took a winding road to the food 
industry. After earning a degree in biological 
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sciences from North Carolina State Universi-
ty, Matt worked as director of sales for several 
companies and once owned a business that sold 
homemade soap and hair products for men. He 
moved around frequently, discovering good bar-
becue during a stint in a small town in North 
Carolina. 
 Nicole, meanwhile, graduated with a business 
degree from Hood College in Maryland and was 
a project coordinator for various government 
agencies, a background that has come in handy 
in her administrative role at Matchsticks BBQ.  
 Matt and Nicole married in 2017 and, on 
their honeymoon in Bora Bora, began to reevalu-
ate their lives. �eir careers, they realized, felt like 
a daily grind they didn’t want to continue. �ey 
also discussed moving from Northern Virginia to 
Williamsburg, where they’d traveled for �ve years 
to celebrate Nicole’s birthday at her favorite res-
taurant, Fat Canary in Merchants Square.  
 Beyond that, Matt knew he loved to cook, 
and Nicole had always wanted to have her own 
business. �ey did have some experience in the 
food world: coincidentally, both of their fami-
lies owned bagel delis, and Nicole had worked 
as a waitress throughout college. “�e best part 
was getting to hang out with new people all the 
time,” she recalls. 
 On a bit of a whim, Matt contacted the chefs 

who had catered their casual winery wedding 
from a food truck. When those two landed res-
taurant jobs in Washington, D.C. late last year, 
they sold Matt and Nicole that very same truck. 
After several months of repair work, the vehicle 
was back on the road in April. A friend applied 
its printed vinyl logo as a �rst anniversary gift. 
�e Matchsticks BBQ moniker is a nod to Matt’s 
childhood nickname, which evolved from his 
great-grandmother dubbing him “Matchy” when 
he was a baby to an aunt editing it to “Match-
sticks” during his toddler years. 
 By the time the company was born, Matt had 
owned a smoker for about four years and had 
been busy experimenting in slow-smoked barbe-
cue, with Nicole’s taste buds as his guinea pig. 
Some batches weren’t so tasty.   
 “My lovely wife ate some pretty bad barbecue 
along the way,” Matt says with a laugh. “I kept a 
journal and charted everything — weight of the 
meat, cooking time, temperature, smoke quality. 
It was a lot of trial and error to get it right.”  
Matt has his smoker set up outside the Silenos’ 
home in Toano, where neighbors get to smell 
meats cooking and, as a major perk, welcome 
at-home deliveries. On a typical weekday, Matt 
starts the �re around 1 a.m., has the meats on 
by 2:30 a.m., sleeps sporadically and usually isn’t 
cooling o� the �nished product until after 2 p.m. 

the following day. He starts earlier on weekends. 
 “I think my body is just used to it,” he says. 
“�ere’s never been a time when I’m like, ‘Oh I 
don’t want to do this.’ I just have a passion for 
feeding people.” His biggest cook to date: ap-
proximately 100 pounds of brisket and pulled 
pork, 10 racks of ribs and two 30-pound turkey 
breasts. 
 Still, on their two “o�” days, often Mondays 
and Tuesdays, Matt and Nicole have to restock 
on meat, produce and other supplies and deep-
clean their truck. “When you have your own 
business, you have to be hustling, because no one 
else is going to do that for you,” Matt says. 
 Nicole adds, “It’s a lot of fun, but it’s not easy. 
It can be a daily challenge sometimes with really 
long hours, but the payo� of owning our busi-
ness and being able to put good back out into 
our community makes it all worth it.” 
 Looking ahead, Matt and Nicole are excited to 
grow Matchsticks BBQ. �ey have booked sever-
al weddings for catering and have brainstormed a 
future physical restaurant, where Matt imagines 
adding specials and occasionally featuring di�er-
ent cuisines. “I like to cook basically everything,” 
he says. 
 Still, Matt and Nicole Sileno plan to stick 
mostly to the basics of barbecue. After all, the 
recipe hasn’t let them down yet. NDN
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Sports

 For a large number of people, �nding a pas-
sion can take most of a lifetime. For James 
City County native and youth wrestling coach, 
Brandon Waltrip, it took until his freshman 
year at Lafayette High School. Up to that point 
Brandon had played several years of rec league 
baseball and basketball. He says, “My parents 
would not let me play football, and this was 
before the soccer generation.” When he entered 
high school, he came to the realization that he 
was not a good �t for any of the sports he had 
been playing, so at the behest of his friends he 
tried out for the wrestling team. “I went out 
and went �ve and zero and made varsity,” Bran-
don says. “From that day on, I had the bug for 
it, and I wrestled at least every other day until I 
graduated from high school.”
 In addition to lettering for the high school 
teams, Brandon participated in every wrestling 
tournament he could �nd during the spring 
and summer when the school season was not in 
session. “I would go to the Peninsula Wrestling 
Association practices and wrestled in Greco 
Roman or Freestyle tournaments all summer, 
all of which made me a lot better.” �roughout 
his high school career at Lafayette and James-
town, Brandon would be a perennial contender 
within the district and region, making the state 
tournament his �nal three years. 

By Ben Mackin

 After graduating from high school, Brandon 
went to Virginia Military Institute (VMI). “To 
be honest, I didn’t really want to go to VMI, 
but I am glad I did it,” Brandon confesses. 
“What I did know is that I wanted to wrestle 
and so it was a good �t.” He went on to wrestle 
all four years while maintaining a chemistry 
scholarship. If being a student athlete while 

maintaining an academic scholarship were not 
rigorous enough, factoring in the VMI military 
school life makes the experience seem nothing 
less than daunting. “It was di�cult because of 
the pressure on your time as well as the physical 
requirements,” he says. Using the time man-
agement skills as well as the mental toughness 
he had developed during his time as a wrestler, 
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Brandon gutted out his freshman year on the 
rat line. �e rat line at VMI is a process for 
freshman similar to basic training, where they 
are initiated into a militaristic way of being. “I 
would say there were some sports teams that 
got a break once in a while,” Brandon says. 
“However, our coach thought it was only ben-
e�cial for us to participate in all the rat line 
stu�.”
 Feeling the need to get back out on the mat, 
Brandon got in touch with the coach and vol-
unteered as an assistant. It was through coach-
ing that he found a whole new side to the sport 
he loves. “At certain levels you break down 
matches more into things you need to work on 
and practice them,” Brandon says. “For high 
school and youth teams it is about putting a 
system into place of certain skills that every-
one can perfect, taking a move and breaking it 
down into parts and teaching a kid every step.” 
 After four years in Nashville and three years 
as an assistant coach, Brandon decided that the 
chemistry lab was not for him, so he shifted his 
professional course dramatically and enrolled 
in law school at Mississippi College in Jack-
son, Mississippi. “I went to law school with the 
intention of going back to work for the same 
company in Nashville,” he says. While in law 
school he discovered a passion for trial law and 

after graduating he decided to return to his 
hometown and start his own practice. 
  Once he had moved back, Brandon once 
again found himself on the mat, this time as 
an assistant coach at Warhill High School. See-
ing the need for o�-season wrestling clubs, he 
formed one for middle school and high school 
age wrestlers who wanted to continue to train. 
Eventually Brandon would roll the club he 
started at Warhill into the already established 
Williamsburg Wrestling Club. “When I was 
growing up, I had to go to Poquoson to wrestle 
in the spring, and I have always dreamed of 
having a club to practice with year around,” he 
says.  “It is my goal to build a program where a 
kid can grow up here, wrestle in a youth league, 
middle school, high school, come back during 
the summer in college and train and hopefully 
give back to the program.”
 Brandon is excited about the future of the 
club going forward. “We have a whole new 
list of programs and more coaches coming 
in,” Brandon says. “We are working to bring 
in some college coaches to do camps for both 
the high school and youth wrestlers.” Another 
aspect of the club Brandon would like to grow 
is the number of female wrestlers. He notes 
that women’s wrestling throughout the sport is 
gaining notoriety. “Female wrestling is expand-

ing exponentially. �ere are several colleges 
that have women’s wrestling programs and go-
ing forward there are only going to be more,” 
he says. “Girls are more than welcome in our 
program. It is great for them to start early, just 
like boys. I think the goal is, if not next year, 
the year after, to have a girls only state high 
school league.”    
 As much as Brandon Waltrip likes seeing his 
wrestlers succeed on the mat as individuals and 
teams, his ultimate goal for the kids extends 
much further than that. “�ere is something 
about wrestling that prepares kids to excel in 
life,” he says. Brandon stresses to his athletes 
the importance of academics. “As a coach, the 
thing I am most proud of is that every person 
who has come through our program at Warhill 
has gone to college,” Brandon says. 
 Currently the club meets at Lafayette. Two 
nights a week will be for youth wrestling and 
the other two will be dedicated to high school. 
In the future there are hopes to have a wrestling 
facility and a program that develops kids to be 
successful on and o� the mat. “It’s a three fold 
goal,” Brandon says. “One, to help these kids 
grow into productive adults. Two, turn kids 
into great high school wrestlers and three, to 
supplement the high school programs and how 
they want to develop their wrestlers.” NDN
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Arts 
& ENTERTAINMENT

 �e winter season o�ers a landslide of occa-
sions to celebrate. Holidays from almost every 
major faith, feasts, o�ce parties and New Years’ 
celebrations all can be marked with music, 
friends and food as people turn their focus in-
ward to the warmth of hearth and home.
 Bringing life and soul to those parties is the 
province of Matt Chambers, DJ and owner of 
Squared Away Entertainment. In Matt’s eyes, 
every party has a heartbeat, and his work is 
the lifeblood which keeps that pulse strong. 
Squared Away Entertainment is a business he 
built to bring life to parties ranging from wed-
dings and school dances to holiday celebrations 
and trivia nights. 
 Matt is an Army veteran who has deployed 
to Iraq three times and still stands by for duty 
as part of the Army National Guard. �e disci-
pline of the service and the joyful energy of a 
party might seem like strange passions to exist 
side by side in one individual, but for Matt, it’s 
all about making connections with people. 
 A distinguished military career placed him in 
the front row while history was made around 
the world, but his proudest moments from ser-

By Harmony Hunter

vice are the ones where he was able to provide 
direct and immediate help to people in a crisis. 
 “�e high point for me in my military ca-
reer, a couple of years ago, we had a really bad 
snowstorm, and we got called up to Northern 
Virginia to help out. We just got in our Hum-
vees. It was me and another couple guys riding 
around in a Humvee, helping people out of the 
snow, picking up people. We stayed in a �re de-

partment house, and whenever they called us; 
we were there. �at stood out loud in my mind 
as one of the best moments of my life, doing 
that,” he says.
 Matt was on standby for another emergency 
in 2017. Remembering it, he says, “We got 
called up before Hurricane Maria hit St. Croix. 
We helped people every day and handed out 
food, water, tarps. Everyone was so thankful, 

Life 
  of the 
Party

Corey Miller Photography



36 NEXT DOOR NEIGHBORSDECEMBER2018

and that was something I loved doing.”
 It’s this kind of heart that draws Matt to 
the work of taking a hand in constructing the 
memorable events that mark the milestones in 
people’s lives. If a moment can be celebrated, he 
will be at his happiest as the master of ceremo-
nies, delivering music and building an energy 
that will draw young and old out on the dance 
�oor.
 Matt is a natural when it comes to connect-
ing with people, but it takes more than a gener-
ous spirit to lend life to a party. �at’s where the 
work comes in. He earned a foundational un-
derstanding of music structure, beats and keys 
in his own study of drums and the clarinet in his 
high school band. 
 Growing up, Matt soaked in music from 
across the spectrum and learned to love it all. 
“My dad listened to blues and southern soul. 
My mom listened to ‘80s and R&B. �en when 
I spent time with my uncle, he was into hip-
hop. My family was all into di�erent genres. So, 
I learned a lot.”
 As a professional, apprenticing with other lo-
cal DJs gave him an education in how to blend 
formats and eras without sacri�cing any of the 
evening’s energy. He’s taking notes from the pro-
fessionals he admires most. He says, “My men-
tor was my DJ at my wedding. I try to emulate 

him as much as I can.”
 Creating an evening event goes far beyond 
simply creating a playlist when Matt is at the 
board. He constructs his own mixes: tracks an 
hour long or more that seamlessly blend musical 
phrases for an uninterrupted �ow. “What I do is 
essentially beat matching,” he says. “When the 
music’s playing and the beat’s going, I see that 
as a heartbeat. I like to keep that same heart-
beat throughout the night. I don’t want to start 
with one song and then go to something else 
that totally will kill the vibe, or kill that heart-
beat. I try to keep the same beat throughout the 
night so that you can do the same dance move 
on one song and then through the next four or 
�ve songs.”
 Likewise, at weddings, he prefers to o�er 
songs that span the generations in attendance. 
“My signature thing is that I start it out slow. 
I like to get the older folks involved and then 
bring in the newer stu�. But throughout the 
time, I transition through classic rock and re-
mixes that people don’t expect to hear together, 
but it works,” he says.
 Finding each gathering’s unique mix takes 
persistence and luck. It’s a process that Matt 
compares to �shing. “I see it as throwing out 
bait and seeing what [he] catches,” he says. 
When the dance �oor is full and revelers are 

coaxing wall�owers to the dance �oor, Matt 
knows something good is getting started.
 He says, “A packed dance �oor, people sing-
ing, yelling, grabbing their signi�cant other out 
to dance: that is the time I love. �at’s when 
you know you’re doing a great job. I can feel 
it.  It’s the vibe of the crowd. If they are having 
fun, I start wanting to build up that energy even 
more.”
 Matt also has made a name for himself in 
the burgeoning trivia scene. He’s found a spe-
cial niche in this growing bar trend by blending 
group trivia with his unique musical signature. 
“I do smartphone trivia. Players have an app on 
the phone and have 10 seconds to answer. It’s 
pretty simple. My �rst round might be things 
in the news or maybe general knowledge — an 
easy round. �en the middle round will be a 
music round: �nish the lyric, or all one theme. 
Like, the day before my wife went in to deliver 
our son, I did a round of songs that had ‘baby’ 
in the title,” Matt says. A successful summer 
trivia tournament at the Virginia Beer Compa-
ny allowed Matt to hone his style hosting these 
events and to make a name for himself in the 
wider entertainment community. If I can help 
somebody out in a special way outside of doing 
something behind the scenes, I’d much rather 
be up front helping as much as I can.” NDN
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N e x t  D o o r  N e i g h b o r s

Health

 Holistic Family Nurse Practitioner, Mas-
sage �erapist and Medical Anthropologist 
are not job titles you typically see paired to-
gether, but Susan Walkley has mastered the art 
of juggling all three. 
 Susan brings a unique background to 
health care. She currently splits her time be-
tween her roles as a nurse practitioner at Old 
Towne Medical Center and a massage thera-
pist at her private practice on Penniman Road. 

By Erin Fryer

She also teaches a class in the anthropology 
department at William & Mary. 
 “I am kind of hard to wrap your head 
around,” Susan says with a laugh. “I put in 
about 30 hours a week as a nurse practitioner 
and do massage therapy part-time, but I hope 
to keep building my practice.” 
 Before moving to Williamsburg, Susan 
completed a Ph.D. program in medical an-
thropology at Columbia University where 

she focused on treatment approaches to lower 
back pain. She shares her expertise with W&M 
students enrolled in her class on medicine and 
culture, which includes discussions of botani-
cal medicine in North America, Colonial Wil-
liamsburg, traditional Chinese medicine and 
�ai traditional medicine.
 Her combined backgrounds allow for an 
approach to health and healing in a holistic 
way. �is is based on the belief that the treat-
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A Combined Approach to Health



ment of medical conditions needs to address 
not only a patient’s physical symptoms but 
also the mental, emotional, spiritual and social 
factors a�ecting a patient’s health. Susan be-
lieves in the healing powers of sleep, exercise, 
mindfulness, eating real food, home cooking, 
social connections, a feeling of purpose and 
medicinal plants. 
 As a holistic nurse and massage therapist, 
Susan examines the triggers and likely causes 
of pain, assesses ergonomics, form, posture 
and training regimes, identi�es what struc-
tures are hurting and utilizes non-pharma-
ceutical treatments including yoga, stretch-
ing, strengthening, home exercise programs, 
rest, realistic expectations and mindful body 
awareness. 
 Her massage therapy business, run out 
of the Work Nimbly co-working space, is a 
dream come true for her. �ere she integrates 
her clinical experience with massage, myofa-
cial and movement therapies, along with her 
anatomy background and holistic inclinations 
to approach musculoskeletal problems with 
clients in the same way she would treat her 
friends and family. 
 Susan has been a nurse practitioner in Wil-

liamsburg for seven years, mainly in urgent 
care settings, and has additional experience 
in orthopedics and pediatrics. While she ap-
preciates how e�ective mainstream treatments 
such as steroids and surgery can be, she prefers 
them as last resorts. 
 While Susan is a professional at juggling her 
di�erent roles, she is excited about a new law 
that will go in to e�ect next year. �is new 
law eliminates the direct physician supervision 
requirement for nurse practitioners, allowing 
the ones that meet the requirements to have 
full practice authority. 
 Currently, Susan keeps her two main jobs 
very separate. “I don’t mention to my patients 
that I am a massage therapist because it would 
not be appropriate,” she says. She looks for-
ward to that changing next year. 
 Susan says her passion for massage therapy 
led her to pursue her Ph.D. work in medical 
anthropology. “I was teaching massage classes, 
as well as anatomy and physiology classes, in 
New York City. My dissertation on back pain 
was inspired by my experience with massage.”
Medical anthropology is the cross-cultural 
study of medicine, looking at di�erent ap-
proaches to disease and treatment. Susan spe-

cializes in �ai massage and traditional Chi-
nese medicine like acupuncture. She hopes to 
o�er �ai yoga massage in the future. 
 Originally from New Jersey, Susan moved 
to the Big Apple to attend New York Uni-
versity where she majored in health sciences. 
After graduating, she studied massage therapy 
at the Swedish Institute, the oldest massage in-
stitution in the United States. “It was a family 
joke my parents used to laugh at that I made it 
through undergrad and ultimately decided to 
do massage therapy,” she laughs, “but my time 
in New York and the things I was exposed to 
in the city, combined with my experience as a 
massage therapist, fueled my love for holistic 
medicine.”
 If you visit her massage studio, you will al-
most instantly feel transported to a very calm, 
Zen environment centered on the ocean. “I 
love the ocean and beach, especially the Outer 
Banks. I also love nature and taking walks in 
the woods.”
 �e beach and woods are not something 
Susan got a lot of exposure to during her 18 
years in New York City. “It was certainly an 
adjustment moving to Williamsburg,” she 
says. 

             Williamsburg Veterinary Clinic
757-253-PETS (7387)

Quality, Experienced & Personal Veterinary Care
We wish you and your furry and feathered friends a joyous and 
peaceful holiday. Thank you for all of your support in choosing 

us as your hometown veterinary clinic!

1303 Jamestown Rd. (Colony Square Shopping Ctr.), Williamsburg, VA 23185

             Williamsburg Veterinary Clinic

Drs. Terry and Chris DeWitt and staff

proaches to disease and treatment. Susan spe- says. 

Quality, Experienced & Personal Veterinary Care
We wish you and your furry and feathered friends a joyous and 
peaceful holiday. Thank you for all of your support in choosing 

Drs. Terry and Chris DeWitt and staffDrs. Terry and Chris DeWitt and staff
Quality, Experienced & Personal Veterinary Care

Drs. Terry and Chris DeWitt and staff
Quality, Experienced & Personal Veterinary Care

Happy Holidays!

38 NEXT DOOR NEIGHBORSDECEMBER2018



NEXT DOOR NEIGHBORSDECEMBER2018           39

NDN

While she spends about three days per week 
at Old Towne, Susan �lls the rest of her work-
week with massage appointments. Many of 
her clients are referred to her from local doc-
tors and yoga teachers. 
 With the new law that will come into play 
next year, Susan will �nally be able to bring all 
of her passions together for the �rst time.
“My vision is that I will be able to diagnose 
and send my patients for an X-ray or send a 
client to an orthopedist,” she says. “�at is 
something I am currently unable to do with-
out a physician signing o�.”
 While she is eager to get started with her 
own private practice, Susan loves working 
at Old Towne and plans to stay. “�e clinic, 
which serves the uninsured and low income 
populations of our community, o�ers wonder-
ful services, and I am so proud to work there. 
It’s a great team, and it’s wonderful working in 
a nonpro�t environment.”
 Susan has also spent some time working at 
Sentara Urgent Care (now Velocity Urgent 
Care) and St. Mary’s Hospital. “I have always 
patched together part-time jobs,” she says. 
“�at’s just what works for me. I have varied 
interests, and a lot of people don’t understand 

how I juggle them all, but I make it work.”
 It’s evident by her extensive background as 
a student and teacher that Susan is big on ed-
ucation. When she’s with her patients, Susan 
never pushes her holistic approach to health 
but does try to educate her patients on chang-
es they can make to help their ailments.  “I 
try to coach my patients to try alternatives like 
sleep, diet, exercise, etc. Sometimes I see a pa-
tient’s medication list, and I am horri�ed. �e 
cost is astronomical.”
 �ough moving from NYC to Williams-
burg was a big transition, Susan has loved liv-
ing in the Colonial Capitol, especially during 
the holidays. “I love the lights,” she says. “My 
son and I put our tree up the weekend before 
�anksgiving, and we keep it up until March. 
We take the ornaments o� after the holidays 
and just keep the tree up for the nice light 
it provides in the evenings. We always laugh 
about how long we leave it up, but we love it.”
 Susan regularly returns to NYC to visit her 
old home and further her training and exper-
tise. She is currently taking Chinese medicine 
classes with an old classmate from Columbia. 
“Chinese medicine is a di�erent approach to 
the body in general,” she says. “Once I am 

done with training, I will incorporate it into 
my new independent practice.”
 �ough she admits she misses New York 
sometimes, she loves the pace and lack of 
tra�c that Williamsburg o�ers. “I love all of 
the trees and greenery,” she says. “Sometimes 
when I am back in New York I feel like I have 
lost my edge. �e city can be overwhelming 
after adjusting to the pace in Williamsburg. 
I loved every minute of it when I was there, 
but now I am not so sure that I would want 
to live there.”
 If she had to name her favorite massage 
technique, Susan says it would be the �ai 
Yoga massage, which is an ancient healing sys-
tem combining acupressure, Indian Ayurvedic 
principles and assisted postures. “It’s very un-
usual because the person getting the massage 
is clothed and on a mat rather than a table.”
 While many of us associate a massage with 
helping to loosen sti� muscles, Susan also says 
it’s a great way to celebrate new chapters, like 
a graduation or new job. 
 With everything she has on her plate, Su-
san Walkley has to schedule time to not have 
anything scheduled. “I keep very busy, but it’s 
important to have time to relax too.”
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Home

 Every homeowner knows the frustration of 
the never-ending list of small jobs to be com-
pleted around the house. Whether it’s tight-
ening a screw or �xing a door handle, these 
things that have to be done can sometimes be 
an irritant if time is a limited commodity. �at 
is when Bart Burcham, Newtown Handyman, 
is most able to help.
 A native of Virginia, Bart is the youngest 
of �ve children in his family. He grew up in 

 By Narielle Living
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Lanexa and now lives in Williamsburg. He 
chose to come to this area because of his wife. 
After being married and divorced, he recon-
nected with a woman he knew from high 
school, Debi. “We were friends in high school, 
and we each had a kid about the same age,” he 
says. �ey fell in love and have been together 
for 17 years. “She was from over near James-
town Road.”
 In school, Bart and his three brothers had 
all taken auto mechanics classes. Bart found 
the idea of working in this �eld appealing, 
and he was good at it. “My oldest brother is 
still an auto mechanic. �at’s what I thought 
I wanted to do.” After a decade of working 
as an auto mechanic, he decided he needed 
a change and used his skills to work in ma-
rine mechanics for the next four years. “�en 
I started doing maintenance, and it was more 
interesting,” he says. He liked the fact that he 
was able to do a wide array of di�erent jobs, 
something he felt kept his day interesting. 
“Now I can do plumbing, electrical, drywall, 
all this extra stu�, so I got into it and I stayed 
with it,” he says. 
 According to Bart, he has been working in 

this �eld for quite a while. After working at 
Patriots Colony for nine and a half years, he 
recently left that job. “At Patriot’s Colony we 
did everything,” he says. “It was a retirement 
military community, and sometimes that in-
volved just sitting down and talking with the 
residents and having a good time and being 
friendly with them.” Many residents had got-
ten used to having Bart around for mainte-
nance work and were sad to see him leave. He 
admits that he does miss being there. “I didn’t 
want to go but it was time.”
 In February of 2018 he had begun his busi-
ness as a handyman on the side, working in 
homes outside of Patriots Colony. After a few 
months of doing this, he made the decision to 
take a leap and go out on his own. “It looked 
like it was going to be good so I went ahead 
and quit the �rst of August.” 
 Bart’s advice for home maintenance for the 
winter season is simple: prepare before it gets 
cold. �e reason for this is that there are things 
people are not going to want to do in the cold 
weather. One example is crawling under the 
house to make sure the pipes are insulated. 
“You could have outside faucets that are not 

freeze proof, and even if they are and the hose 
is hooked up it’ll still freeze. If it freezes, very 
likely once it defrosts the pipe is cracked, and 
it will start leaking everywhere.” With that, he 
says, comes a big water bill and possibly water 
damage, two potential situations to avoid.
 While discussing water damage, Bart re-
minds people to check under their sinks. “Ev-
ery once in a while you’ve got to look under 
your sink, because a small leak will turn into 
mold, and that will turn into something major 
[resulting in] thousands of dollars of damage.” 
According to Bart, that type of situation could 
be avoided.  
 “You could just get someone to come in 
and tighten up something or replace a small 
item.”
 Bart has also seen appliances su�er from 
improper maintenance. He reminds people 
to clean their dryer vent. “It’s a �re hazard,” 
he says, referring to the lint that can build up 
in the vent. Plus, cleaning this out makes the 
dryer run longer. “A friend of mine thought 
she needed a new dryer. She told me hers 
wasn’t working well.” After suggesting her 
vent simply needed to be cleaned, he visited 

CDR Executive Director, Paul Scott 
Eleven years ago, CDR welcomed Paul F. Scott as executive director. 
“Over these years, the children and families we serve have humbled 
and inspired me,” shared Paul.

“I’ve watched dedicated staff provide strength and support to those 
searching for hope, compassion, and solutions to the obstacles 
they face. And we have partnered with a devoted and supportive 
community that helps provide the resources needed for each child 
so that they are able to experience their brightest possible future.

“Seeing families go from hopelessness to confidence inspires me every 
day. I am so thankful that I have been allowed to witness miracles.”

Questions about your baby or toddler?  
Call 757-566-3300 or visit cdr.org.

Photo courtesy of Sigmon Taylor Photography

we are cdr!

cdr.org
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and pulled out a large pile of lint. After do-
ing that, his friend was ecstatic. “She basically 
said she didn’t have to buy a dryer anymore 
because it now dries in half an hour instead 
of an hour. Doing this saves a lot of electricity 
and wear and tear on the dryer.”
 According to Bart, one of the major items 
for a homeowner to take care of before the 
snow begins to fall is to clean the gutters. Af-
ter the snow comes, there is generally no good 
way for the homeowner to clear frozen items 
from a gutter. But when everything begins to 
melt a dam can form from the debris in the 
gutters, later causing the gutters to rip o�. “It 
will dam up behind it and leak inside, because 
everything is made to �ow.” Once things are 
frozen, any further precipitation will then 
travel underneath or behind the gutter, caus-
ing the fascia board to begin to rot.  
 Rot from water damage is something Bart 
sees often in fascia board, trim and sheetrock. 
“We have these carpenter bees that come out 
in the summer, and unless you actually spray 
right in the hole that they use you can’t kill 
them because they are all over the place.” 
 Bart also reminds people that the time to 

buy the ice melt and the shovels is before the 
storm, preferably in the fall, not the day be-
fore or the day of a big storm. Leftover ice 
melt that may have been purchased the previ-
ous year should still be good to use, Bart says. 
“If moisture gets in it’ll just turn into a big 
clump, but if you keep it closed it’ll be �ne. 
Even when it’s all clumped up it still works, it’s 
just hard to get it apart.”
 For Bart, preparation is key to home repair. 
While things can certainly be �xed at any 
time, it is de�nitely more comfortable to �x 
outside lighting while the weather is mild as 
opposed to trying to get holiday lights to work 
in subzero temperatures. “You don’t want to 
put the Christmas stu� out and �nd it doesn’t 
work.”
 Also, before family or holiday gatherings, 
inspect your oven and stove to ensure they are 
working properly. “�anksgiving day is not 
the day to �gure out the turkey isn’t getting 
cooked,” he says with a laugh.
 Primarily, Bart focuses on taking care of 
the small household repairs that people do 
not have time to do. “People tell me they have 
500 things to do, but it’s little stu�,” he says. 

“I get that a lot: this receptacle doesn’t work 
in this room, this picture needs to be hung, 
there’s a small hole in the wall that needs to 
be patched, there’s just a lot of little things to 
be taken care of.” He adds that people who are 
older or who don’t want to spend all of their 
time doing these things on the weekends are 
usually the people who call him. “It’s easier to 
just pay someone to get it done. I get that a 
lot. People will say I’ve got all these things that 
have been bothering me for six months, they 
are driving me nuts.”
 Bart Burcham stresses that in any business, 
customer service is key. “What I �nd with the 
kind of stu� I do is that people don’t call peo-
ple back,” he says. People are often surprised 
that Bart answered his phone, as they had dif-
�culty getting others in the business to call 
back. “We had that experience, too. �ere’s 
things I don’t want to do either.” He adds that 
while trying to get quotes to have brick pavers 
added to the front of his house, he found a 
number of contractors simply never respond-
ed to his request for a quote. “So, I know what 
it’s like. If you can’t do something just say you 
can’t do it. It’s about service.” NDN

We are accepting 
non-perishable 
items for the  

Virginia Peninsula 
Food Bank

c a r eM E M O R Y

M E M O R Y

HAPPEN

s e n i o r  l i v i n g

Call Linda Schiavone  
for more information at 757-565-3583

935 Capitol Landing Rd.     SPRINGARBORLIVING.COM

OPEN HOUSE 
Tuesday, December 11 

11am - 4pm

Please come in and s�ead 
some holiday cheer!

A wonderful peace of mind comes from 
knowing we treat your family as our very own.

Light Refreshments & Door Prizes
Take a Holiday Tour!

Sunday, December 9, 2018
3:00 & 7:30 p.m.

Diamonstein Concert Hall, Ferguson Center for the Arts
1 Avenue of the Arts, Newport News 

Tickets:  www.danceVRB.com • (tel) 757.229.2553

Virginia Regional Ballet presents

ART WORKS.
National Endowment 

for the Arts • ARTS.GOV

Same MAGIC...
    New LOCATION!

Sunday, December 9, 2018



NEXT DOOR NEIGHBORSDECEMBER2018           43

Hey Neighbor!
Please visit 

www.WilliamsburgNeighbors.com,  
Click on Hey Neighbor! for a complete list of current community announcements.

To submit your non-profit event to Hey Neighbor! send a paragraph with your information to: heyneighbor@cox.net

Hey Neighbor!
FREE EVENT AT THE 
MUSCARELLE MUSEUM OF ART
December 7, 2018
Join Steve Prince, Director of Engage-
ment and Distinguished Artist in Resi-
dence at the Muscarelle Museum of 
Art, for a brown bag lunch sneak peek 
and demonstration as he creates his 
series entitled “Cycles.” Prince posits 
that “each coming generation is con-
fronted with challenges intrinsically 
connected like a psychic umbilical 
cord to the past. It is my belief that 
we must soberly engage the troubled 
past while actively working together to 
solve the problems of today in order 
to break the damaging cycles.” Bring 
your lunch and join the dialogue on 
the �rst �oor of the Museum on Fri-
day. More info can be found at our 
website: https://muscarelle.org/

Hey Neighbor!
FLUTE FRENZY WINTER CON-
CERT
December 7, 2018
At 7 pm, Flute Frenzy presents a win-
ter concert at Our Saviour’s Lutheran 
Church, 7479 Richmond Road, 
Williamsburg. �e concert features 
seasonal works for �ute choir, from 
Renaissance motet to popular contem-

porary carols. Join us for a fun-�lled 
concert of music written for piccolo, 
�ute, alto �ute, and bass �ute in en-
semble. Free concert. Reception fol-
lows the concert. www.�utefrenzy.org.

Hey Neighbor!
YOGA FUNDRAISER WITH 
KATHY ZOLCINSKI
December 8, 2018
Embody the Joy of Giving: Join Kathy 
Zolcinski for a full spectrum yoga 
practice, to bene�t Literacy For Life.  
From 9-11:15 am. Kathy Zolcinski 
is a Certi�ed Anusara Yoga Teacher 
ERYT 500 as well as a graduate of Si-
anna Sherman’s Rasa Yoga 300 Hour 
Advanced Teacher Training. Williams-
burg Community Building, 401 N. 
Boundary Street, Colonial Williams-
burg. $25.00 per person minimum 
donation for the class. Donation only 
option available for those wishing to 
contribute to Literacy for Life without 
attending the class.  100% of proceeds 
go to Literacy for Life.  All levels wel-
come. Contact:    www.kathyzolcinski.
com or kathy@kathyzolcinski.com or 
(757) 345-5900. 

Hey Neighbor!
FLANNELS AND S’MORES ON 
THE RIVER
December 8, 2018

Join us along the shores of the James 
River @ Jamestown 4-H Educational 
Center beginning at 4:30 pm for a 
night of food, �annels, s’mores, movies 
and more! S’more kits, hot apple cider 
and hot chocolate will be available for 
cash purchase. Parking is $5.00. (Plan 
to bring your blankets, chairs and a 
�ashlight) See you on the River! Call 
(757) 253-4931 for details or visit 
www.jamestown4hcenter.org/events

Hey Neighbor!
THE WILLIAMSBURG WOMEN’S 
CHORUS HOLIDAY CONCERT 
“HOME FOR THE HOLIDAYS”  
December 8, 2018
At 7:30 pm in the Williamsburg Pres-
byterian Church, the Holiday Concert 
will feature music for women’s voices 
from the baroque era to the present.  
�e concert will open with a multi-
movement setting of Mary’s Magni-
�cat by composer, Niccola Porpora, 
who was a contemporary of Antonio 
Vivaldi.  Tickets are $15 for Adults 
and $5 for Children, available at www.
williamsburgwomenschorus.org.

Hey Neighbor!
THE POWER OF MUSIC 
CHRISTMAS CONCERT, A 
DEMENTIA FRIENDLY EVENT
December 9, 2018

From 3-4 pm at Williamsburg United 
Methodist Church, this special Christ-
mas Concert, including children and 
adult hand bell ringers, WUMC 
Sanctuary choir, and Tom Marshall 
on the Organ, is open to the entire 
community.  Following the concert, 
enjoy cookies and punch at Respite’s 
Open House. Contact: Carolyn Yow-
ell, Executive Director, Respite Care of 
WUMC, 757 229-1771. 

Hey Neighbor!
GRIEFSHARE SUPPORT GROUP
December 9, 2018 
Walnut Hills Baptist Church, 1014 
Jamestown Road, will hold a Grief-
share session on Surviving �e Holi-
days. �e program will meet from 2-4 
pm at the church.  �is is a one-time 
support meeting for helping those who 
have lost a loved one learn to navigate 
the holiday season.  �ere is no fee, 
but registration is required.  Please 
register at carol.mitchell@cox.net or 
757-345-6294.  For more informa-
tion, visit whbconline.org.

Hey Neighbor!
COMPASSIONATE FRIENDS 
WORLDWIDE CANDLE LIGHTING
December 9, 2018
 “�e Compassionate Friends World-
wide Candle Lighting unites family 

FREE CONSULTATION

Professional, quality 
cleaning with

a personal touch

Kim Amos • Owner & Operator
757-603-5779
www.pristinecc.com
Licensed • bonded • insured

• Residential & Commercial Cleaning
• Move-in and Move-out Cleaning
• New Construction Cleaning • More!

Merry Christmas & 
Happy New Year!

757-345-5557
�ank you for choosing Cardinal 

Cabs of Williamsburg in 2018

Cardinal Cabs
Williamsburg, VA

www.coffeebistro.net

  The Coffeehouse
5251-6 John Tyler Hwy • Williamsburg

757-229-9791 • Since 1992

Bring
in this ad for aFREE Cupof Coffeethru 2/28/19

Merry Christmas!
Happy Chanukah!
Happy New Year!

Happy Kwanzaa!
Thank You, Williamsburg, for your 

friendship, good company, and  
continuing support! It is my pleasure to 
serve you every day, and to savor the 

relationships we have built. New coffee 
lovers always welcome. Join us for 

breakfast, lunch, memorable coffee and 
desserts, Monday through 

Saturday. God Bless Each of 
You! ~ Charles Benbow
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and friends around the globe in light-
ing candles for one hour to honor 
the memories of the sons, daughters, 
brothers, sisters, and grandchildren 
who left too soon. Candles are lit at 
7 pm. https://www.compassionate-
friends.org/event/annual-worldwide-
candle-lighting-2/. Our Williamsburg 
chapter of TCF hosts a candle lighting 
vigil each year for children, grandchil-
dren and siblings gone too soon.  �is 
year’s ceremony will be at St. Martin’s 
Episcopal Church on Jamestown Rd. 
at 6:30 pm, with candle lighting at 
7 pm.  Refreshments will follow. In 
addition to hosting this event, our 
chapter also hosts monthly support 
group meetings open to anyone in the 
community dealing with the death of 
a child, grandchild or sibling.  Meet-
ings are held the 2nd Monday of each 
month from 7-8:30 pm at Hospice 
House & Support Care of Williams-
burg.
 
Hey Neighbor!
“WINTER FLYING - FROSTY 
THE SNOWMAN MEETS STEVE 
CANYON”  
December 15, 2018
Free FAA Wings Safety Seminar @ 
KJGG. Winter �ying best practices, 
tips, traps, and techniques. Time: 10 
am. Location: Williamsburg James-
town Airport (KJGG), 104 Marclay 
Road, Main Terminal 2nd �oor, Wil-
liamsburg. Moderator:  Tim McSwain. 
Topic:  “Winter Flying” – a review of 
best practices to keep us out of trouble 
during the cold, icy, snowy winter 
months. We will discuss preparation 
including risk assessment, pre�ight, 
pre-and post-�ight ground operations, 
in-�ight risk management, weather 
changes, and common hazards of the 
season. �e seminar will consist of 2 
40-minute segments with a break in 
between.

Hey Neighbor!
CHRISTMAS DREAMS! DANCE 
PERFORMANCE
December 15-16, 2018
Institute for Dance, Inc. (iDance), a 
local dance studio and 501(c)(3) non-
pro�t organization, presents Christ-
mas Dreams! Featured performance 
by �e Movement Dance Company 
and pre-show entertainment by �e 
Stairwells. �is annual family-friendly 
holiday show, will be held at Kimball 
�eatre, 428 W Duke of Gloucester 
Street. Show times: Saturday at 2:30 
pm and 7:30 pm, Sunday at 2:30 pm. 
More Information at www.institut-
efordance.org or info@institutefor-
dance.org. Tickets available through 
http://kimball.wm.edu.

 Hey Neighbor!
CANTORI CHORAL ENSEMBLE 
PRESENTS GLORIA IN EXCELSIS!
December 16, 2018
�e Ensemble presents its 2018 
Christmas Concert at 5 pm at Walnut 
Hills Baptist Church, 1014 James-
town Road.  �e concert will feature 
new and innovative arrangements of 
carols for the season. �e 14-voice 
ensemble is under the direction of 
Agnes French, with keyboard accom-
paniment provided by Rebecca Davy.  
Tickets are $15 in advance/$20 at the 
door for adults.  open for the concert 
at 4:30 pm.

Hey Neighbor!
WOMAN’S CLUB MEETING – 
COME JOIN US!
December 19, 2018
�e Woman’s Club of Williamsburg-
GFWC is a group of women with 
many di�erent talents and interests 
who have banded together to en-
rich the quality of life for citizens of 
our community, all while having fun 
and forming life-long friendships. 
We meet monthly for a short busi-
ness meeting and to enjoy lunch and 
fellowship. Please email Lori (lori@
womansclubofwilliamsburg.org) if 
you’d like to join or attend a meeting 
or to get more information about our 
activities. Meetings start at 11:15 am 
and are held at Ford’s Colony Coun-
try Club, 240 Ford’s Colony Drive. 
Visit us online (www.womansclubof-
williamsburg.org) or on Facebook (@
thewomansclubofwilliamsburg).

Hey Neighbor!
WCAC’S SMALL WORKS AND 
HOLIDAY ART SHOW
�rough December 20, 2018
�e Williamsburg Contemporary Art 
Center’s annual Small Works & Holi-
day Show features a�ordable artwork 
for holiday gift-giving by WCAC 
member artists. “Small Works” encom-
pass 2D (up to 80 sq. inches) and 3D 
art in a variety of media and themes. 
Traditions may cover Christmas, Ha-
nukkah, Kwanza, Winter Solstice, etc. 
All net sale proceeds bene�t the exhibi-
tions, programs, classes, and outreach 
e�orts of WCAC. 110 Westover Ave. 
Hours: Tues.-Sat. 11-3; Sun. 12-4. 
Call (757) 229-4949 for information. 

Hey Neighbor!
THE KING’S SINGERS
December 21, 2018
Hear this beloved ensemble—winners 
of two Grammy Awards, an Emmy 
Award, and a place in Gramophone 
Magazine’s inaugural Hall of Fame—

in a celebration of ancient and modern 
Christmas music from across centu-
ries! 7:30 pm at Saint Bede Catholic 
Church, 3686 Ironbound Road, Wil-
liamsburg. Parking is limited, please 
consider carpooling. Tickets can be 
purchased through the Virginia Arts 
Festival at www.vafest.org. For more 
information, visit www.bedeva.org/
concerts.

Hey Neighbor!
TRINITY ORGAN SERIES:  
WOLFF VON ROOS, ORGANIST
January 2, 2019
�e free concert will feature Wol� 
von Roos, Associate Organist/Music 
Scholar at Broadway United Meth-
odist Church, Indianapolis, Indiana.  
�e program will include an impro-
visation based on audience-provided 
Christmas themes.  Time:  1 pm at 
Saint Bede Catholic Church, 3686 
Ironbound Road.  A reception will fol-
low.  For more information, please call 
(757) 229-3631, or visit www.bedeva.
org/concerts.

Hey Neighbor!
WARM UP WILLIAMSBURG 
SOUP EVENT
January 25, 2019 
From 5:15-8 pm, enjoy a delicious 
soup tasting dinner to bene�t the 
Community of Faith Mission Winter 
Emergency Homeless Shelter. WUW 
will take place at Williamsburg Com-
munity Chapel and will feature tasty 
soups donated by our best local restau-
rants,  and live entertainment by local 
band Elderberry Jam.  Delicious home 
baked goodies will also be available 
through our Bake Shop. Join us for 
dinner and some great music or reserve 
a To-Go meal and enjoy your soup at 
home. Tickets are $25 and may be 
obtained at COFM.info or by calling 
(757) 903-7031.

Hey Neighbor!
BUILDING A VOCAL COMMU-
NITY: THE POWER OF SONG IN 
COMMUNITY
January 25-26, 2019 
In this highly interactive program, 
internationally renowned singer/con-
ductor Dr. Ysaye Barnwell will lead 
participants in experiencing African & 
African American musical traditions 
while exploring the power of music to 
bring communities together. �is is a 
2-day event at the William & Mary 
School of Education, starting 6-9 pm 
Friday and continuing 9 am-4 pm Sat-
urday (lunch provided). $30 for gen-
eral admission; $10 for students. Reg-
istration is open now at https://tinyurl.
com/vocalcommunity2019. Email 

wmsbgvocalcommunity@gmail.com 
for more information. 

Hey Neighbor!
WILLIAMSBURG SYMPHONY 
ORCHESTRA CABARET AND 
COCKTAILS CONCERT
January 26, 2019
Williamsburg Lodge at 310 South 
England Street. Show begins at 8 pm. 
Drinks will be available for purchase 
but no food will be served.  Visit 
http://www.williamsburgsymphony.
org for program details. Tickets avail-
able by phone at (757) 229-9857.
 
Hey Neighbor!
WILLIAMSBURG SYMPHONY 
ORCHESTRA MASTERWORKS 3 
CONCERT
March 3 - 4, 2019
Kimball �eatre at 428 W Duke of 
Gloucester Street. Doors open at 6:30 
pm, concert begins at 7:30 pm. Visit 
http://www.williamsburgsymphony.
org for program details. Tickets avail-
able by phone at (757) 229-9857.

Hey Neighbor!
WILLIAMSBURG SYMPHONY 
ORCHESTRA MASTERWORKS 4 
CONCERT
April 9, 2019
Williamsburg Community Chapel at 
3899 John Tyler Hwy. Doors open at 
6:30 pm, concert begins at 7:30 pm. 
Visit http://www.williamsburgsym-
phony.org for program details. Tickets 
available by phone at (757) 229-9857.
 
Hey Neighbor!
WILLIAMSBURG SYMPHONY 
ORCHESTRA MASTERWORKS 5 
CONCERT
May 21 - 22, 2019
Kimball �eatre at 428 W Duke of 
Gloucester Street. Doors open at 6:30 
pm, concert begins at 7:30 pm. Visit 
http://www.williamsburgsymphony.
org for program details. Tickets avail-
able by phone at (757) 229-9857.

Hey Neighbor!
A GUIDE - SCHOLARSHIPS & 
FINANCIAL AID FOR WOMEN
Ongoing
�is provides a great overview of the 
�nancial assistance opportunities for 
female students and how to optimize 
them.  �e guide details about 64 
scholarships for women, presented in 
a useful search tool which helps the 
reader �nd relevant ones to apply for. 
�ere’s also valuable advice about how 
to ace the application process. Other 
�nancial aid opportunities discussed 
are fellowships, loans and work-study 
programs. An expert interview pro-
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vides further tips and advice. �e 
guide concludes with additional use-
ful resources. You can see it all here:  
https://www.learnhowtobecome.org/
college/financial-aid-for-women/  
LearnHowToBecome.org is a compre-
hensive career resource with a mission 
to help students and aspiring profes-
sionals understand what it takes to 
land their perfect career. 

Hey Neighbor!
AVIATION SCHOLARSHIP PRO-
GRAM NEEDS YOUR HELP
Ongoing
�e Williamsburg Aviation Scholar-
ship Program organized in 2013 at 
Williamsburg Jamestown Airport 
(KJGG) in Williamsburg, Va. Our 
purpose is to get young people in-
volved in aviation and get their private 
pilot’s license.  �ere is no charge to 
the student for the �ight training. We 
furnish all training supplies, test fees, 
ground school kits, etc., etc., etc. at no 
charge to the student nor their family. 
Students must be 16, 17, or 18 years 
old and in the 10, 11, or 12 grade when 
they start the �ight training.  �e pro-
gram is 1 year long.  We pay for up to 
50 hours of �ight training per student.  
�e training is done at Williamsburg 
Jamestown Airport through the Wil-
liamsburg Flight Center.  of Virginia.  
So your donations are tax deductible 
on your State and Federal Income 
tax.  Any amount that you can donate 
will be used for training the students.  
Please make checks or money orders 
payable and mail to: Williamsburg 
Aviation Scholarship Program. 102 
Marclay Road, Williamsburg, Virginia 
23185.  Cash Donations are also ac-
cepted at the airport. 

Hey Neighbor!
BIBLE STUDY
Monday Evenings
�ere is a comprehensive and in-
depth, ongoing bible study and ques-
tion answering session held at the 
Williamsburg library in Norge every 
Monday night starting at 6 pm. If 
your Bible study is lacking the quality 
of study that you need to answer such 
questions, then you are invited to join 
us, see you there. Contact: (757) 253-
0172 or (75) 604-6649

Hey Neighbor!
COMMUNITY OF FAITH MIS-
SION (COFM) TO HIRE EXECU-
TIVE DIRECTOR
Ongoing
Community of Faith Mission is a 
faith-based winter emergency home-
less shelter program that provides food 
and shelter for 18 weeks from mid-

November through mid-March for 
those without a home in the Greater 
Williamsburg, VA area. Job descrip-
tion: this position is responsible for 
the successful leadership and manage-
ment of all projects and tasks related to 
shelter operations.  �e shelter season 
is seasonal with more hours required 
between October-April. Minimal 
summer hours. Quali�cations:  Col-
lege degree preferred.  Knowledge 
of leadership and management prin-
ciples as they relate to non-pro�t or-
ganizations.  Knowledge of volunteer 
management, �nancial management 
and project management.  Must have 
excellent verbal, written and interper-
sonal skills. Candidate should be detail 
oriented and be able to problem solve 
as needed in a shelter environment. 
Grant writing experience preferred but 
not required. To apply, send resumes 
to information@cofm.info.

Hey Neighbor!
HOSPICE HOUSE & SUPPORT 
CARE OF WILLIAMSBURG 
OFFERS NEW BEREAVEMENT 
SUPPORT GROUP 
Monthly meetings 
WAY: Widowed and Young, a sup-
port group for widows and widowers 
in their 30’s-50’s meets at Hospice 
House.  Recognizing that established 
support is as far away as Newport 
News and Richmond, Hospice House 
& Support Care hopes to make sup-
port more accessible to younger wid-
ows and widowers residing in the Wil-
liamsburg area through the facilitation 
of this group. Support sessions focus 
around speci�c subjects such as coping 
techniques and o�er up opportunity 
for participants to share in their grief 
experiences.  Individuals interested in 
registering for the group should con-
tact Chaplain Hannah Creager, facili-
tator, at 757-206-1177 or via email: 
bereavement@williamsburghospice.
org.

Hey Neighbor!
THE WALKING CLUB
Ongoing
�is new event, sponsored by New 
Town’s Iron-Bound Gym and Paul’s 
Deli, happens each Tuesday at 5:45 
pm through December 18.  �e walks 
are free and 45-60 minutes in dura-
tion. All walking levels are welcome! I 
Free long sleeve T-shirts will go to each 
person who completes 8 walks this fall.

Visit WilliamsburgNeighbors.
com for a complete 

Hey Neighbor listing.

*Limit one o�er per household. Applies to purchases of 5 or more Classic or Designer Glide-Out™ shelves.  
Expires 1/31/2019. Lifetime warranty valid for Classic or Designer Solutions. Learn more at shelfgenie.com.

Schedule your free design consultation
(757) 208-7214

Simplify storage with shelf systems 
for your existing cabinets.

ADD A DREAM PANTRY TO THE TOP
OF YOUR HOLIDAY WISH LIST

50% OFF 
INSTALL*
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In the Neighborhood

Photo Challenge

Williamsburg’s
IN THE 

NEIGHBORHOOD
photo challenge

CHRISTMAS AT 
THE 

VELVET 
SHOE STRING

Find the 12 differences 
between the original 

photograph (top) and 
the altered photograph 

(bottom).

Enjoy!

Look for the answers 
in the next issue of 

Next Door Neighbors

ADVANCED
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Ripped, Torn, Sprained, Shattered 

Schedule an appointment today by calling: 

757-645-0303
O�ces in Hampton, Newport News and Williamsburg

Learn more about the team 
and see patient reviews: 

riversideonline.com/wmbgortho

Dr. Robyn Vargo
Foot and Ankle

Dr. Rory Sandberg
Hip and Knee

Dr. Paul McLendon
Shoulder and Elbow

Riverside’s talented team of orthopedic surgeons treat a full range of conditions, 
focusing on returning you to your active daily living. What sets us apart is the way 
in which we care for others as we would care for those we love.

When your body breaks, we’re ready to �x it. 

Orthopedic Specialists

Dr. John Barley IV
Primary Care Sports Medicine

Dr. Scott Kling
Sports Medicine

Dr. Je�rey Levy
General Orthopedics
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WISHING YOU A 
JOYOUS TIME OF YEAR

757-503-1999
Deelyn@lizmoore.com

www.PremierWilliamsburgRealEstate.com

FORD’S COLONY
5 BR | 3.5 BA | 3,681 SQ FT 

All brick home on an interior lot
Spacious kitchen with NEW 

appliances | First floor Master 
BR with two walk-in closets

Expansive Bonus Room
Private backyard with deck

$499,900

757-784-4317
charlotteturner@lizmoore.com

2344 WEST ISLAND
Governors Land • $675,000

6 BR, 5BA, 4,387 sqft
Elegant, Cape Cod home with

breathtaking golf views.
First �oor master. Open �oor plan.
Bonus room w/full BA or 7th BR.

http://2344westisland.info 
MLS # 1818237

3327 MORNING MIST
In Stonehouse

Deceptively large all brick custom 
home in Stonehouse. One �oor 
living with room to spread out

 in expansive lower level. Cherry 
�oors; Chefs kitchen; 4 �replaces;  

3 decks; 2 o�ces. 
4 (or 5) BR/3.5 BA. 4,300 sq ft. 

O�ered at  $545,000.�ered at  $545,000.

rebekahbrewster@lizmoore.com
www.rebekahbrewster.com 757-272-8981

 

17 James Square in James Square
Many updates/upgrades! HVAC & water 
heater have been replaced within the 
past few years. Microwave, refrigerator 
& dishwasher have been replaced. 
Master BA updated. Lovely corner unit 
has one-story living PLUS a full sized 
walk out basement that provides extra 
living space w/additional BR & BA. 
Lots of fresh paint and new laminate 
�ooring! O�ered at $185,000.
Lots of fresh paint and new laminate 
�ooring! O�ered at $185,000.

andrea@williamsburghomefinder.com
WilliamsburgHomeFinder.com

Over $79 Million in Sales
and 13 Years in Real Estate!

REALTOR®, ABR, SRES

757-291-9119

Tim Parker
(757) 879-1781

  Cyril Petrop
  (757) 879-8811

www.timparkerrealestate.com

140 COUNTRY CLUB DRIVE
5 BR • 2 BA • 2850 sqft

Offered at $325,000
Dreaming of a truly Williamsburg-esque 
home - look no further! �is all brick, 5 
BR, 2 BA residence was designed after 
the historic jail and is simply enchant-
ing. Come home to what Williamsburg 
living was meant to be.

757-876-3838
susansmith@lizmoore.com
www.lizmoore.com/susansmith

Queens Lake • $749,000
Custom home on private 1.2 acre lot. 

Extensive beautiful millwork and hardwood. 
Open formal LR/DR w/wood burning FP. 

Renovated kitchen has all the bells & whistles.
Two spacious �rst �oor Masters.

3 season room boasts 28x16 tiled pool 
with double sliders to back patio. 

Second �replace in lower level family room. 
2 BRs with en-suite tiled full BAs on second 

�oor separated by multi purpose room. 
http://www.lizmoore.com/115Holcomb

$699,000$649,000

dianebeal@lizmoore.com dianebeal@lizmoore.com
(757) 291-9201

ALMOST 10 ACRES!!
2990 Monticello Avenue
3200 sq ft Cape built in 2003.

5 BR, 2.5 BA 
 Country living at its best. Bring your 

horses!!  Minutes to shopping and dining 
and everything Williamsburg. Gorgeous 
custom home with large detached garage, 

barn and pasture. $599,000

Ford’s Colony • The Links
101 Dogleg

Reduced to $275,000!!!
3 BR, 2.5 BA

Great golf & water view

WelcomeHometoWilliamsburg.com

757-846-0202
Denise@LizMoore.com

PRICE REDUCED


