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HERE FOR YOU
when and where you need us!

Medical offices, urgent care, hospitals, 
emergency departments…WE are here.

Video visits, messaging with your doctor, 
prescription refills, test results and more with 
Riverside MyChart… wherever YOU are.

Your health and safety are ALWAYS our priority.

Take care of your health and schedule your 
appointments today.

riversideonline.com/schedule
1-800-675-6368



WE’RE PROS IN THE ART OF REAL ESTATE

LIZ MOORE & ASSOCIATES • 5350 DISCOVERY PARK BLVD. • WILLIAMSBURG, VA 23188 • 757-645-4106 • WWW.LIZMOORE.COM

113 WEST LANDING
Located in Kingsmill's most desirable 
neighborhood, this custom build is perfect-
ly suited to multi-gen families w/ 2 Master 
BRs! 4 BRs, 10ft ceilings, 4 ensuite BAs, 
& 500 sqft bonus rm. Open floor plan, 
custom architectural details from elegant 
foyer to cozy keeping rm w/ pass through 
FP. Home sits on 16th green of Plantation 
Golf Course close to James River.

Eli Hunt ASSOCIATE BROKER

757-503-0281
elihunt@lizmoore.com
lizmoore.com/elihunt

Fred Smith ASSOCIATE BROKER
804-651-2178

fredsmith@lizmoore.com
lizmoore.com/fredsmith

757.810.7133

Fabulous space! As you enter the grand foyer 
w/ beautiful arched stairway, HW floors & 
lovely architectural details it will be hard to 
decide whether to go right into the elegant DR 
or left to LR & amazing library or straight to 
the fabulous 1st floor family room, sunroom 
& kitchen. Large master BR suite (1st floor) 
tray ceiling, FP with a sitting area overlooking 
a tranquil back yard. Kitchen has beautiful 
cabinetry, loads of work space & storage. 2nd 
floor a great family room & 3 large BRs (1 
ensuite). Wonderful game room over the 3 car 
garage. 3 zone gas furnaces, tankless hot water, 
incredible storage, fabulous workshop.

mishclay@cox.net  l  www.IKnowWilliamsburg.com
757-784-4317

charlotteturner@lizmoore.com

3282 DEERFIELD COURT
4 BR • 2.1 BA • 3,235 sqft
Tucked away in a cul-de-sac

Light filled, tastefully updated
Kitchen w/ granite, SS, gas cooktop
Renovated master bath, hardwood 

throughout 1st floor
New carpet upstairs, new light fixtures, 

fresh paint
Check out the website:

3282deerfieldct.info 

tonypauroso@lizmoore.com • 757.645.8168

All brick custom home in Mill 
Creek Landing. Large level 
lot, great floor plan with first 
floor master, Screened porch 
and back-up generator. 3 BR 
w/large bonus room; 2.5BA, 
2851 Sqft, $429,000.

hollymiller@lizmoore.com

128 HOLDSWORTH ROAD
4 BR | 2.5 BA | 3,062 sqft | $480,000

Timeless Kingsmill Colonial
custom home on wooded lot.

Wonderful kitchen, hardwood, 
family room with brick fireplace, 

rear deck & private
backyard.

Elizabeth Jones
757-870-6235

elizabethjones@lizmoore.com

Holly Miller
(757) 254-4354

101 LORAC COURT
5 BR, 3 BA, 2,400 sqft, $349,900

Lovely rancher within walking distance of 
Colonial Williamsburg. 2 primary suites 
& 3 BRs will give you all the room you 
need. Owners have maintained this home 
right down to the beautiful gardens you 
can enjoy while sitting on the deck or re-
laxing in the hot tub. Enjoy the solitude 
of this great neighborhood that is a little 
secret in the heart of Williamsburg.

757-645-2144
brendacarter@lizmoore.com

Original owners have taken care of 
this home & have thoughtfully up-
dated it. Beautiful landscaping with 
an irrigation system & backyard w/
private, wooded view. Renovated Mas-
ter is straight out of HGTV, sunroom, 
vaulted ceilings, tinted skylights & 
extra pantry. Crown molding through-
out along w/touches of wainscoting, 
bead board & shiplap. Unfinished 
basement, custom built office for two, 
complete with built in shelving and
       window seat is the icing on the cake!

AMY MCCLUSKEY, REALTOR®

757-592-7211
amymcclusky@lizmoore.com

LEIGH  ANN  FISHER, REALTOR®

757-784-3230
leighannfisher@lizmoore.com

UNDER

 CONTRACT

LizMoore.com/ShelleySheehe

Shelley Sheehe,
Realtor®

757-870-4640
ShelleySheehe@lizmoore.com

Real Estate is 
Happening and

I Am Here
to Help!

Thinking about Selling? 
Lets Discuss a Plan.

Call me! 
Thinking about Buying?

download my app by visiting:
app.lizmoore.com/lmassheehe

Call me!

128 Colonels Way | KINGSMILL
Waterfront property! Beautiful home w/
views of Halfway Creek from all 3 levels. 
Move in ready. Gleaming HW floors, re-
modeled kitchen & master BA, new roof 
& skylights. You’ll love every minute spent 
in this beauty. Kitchen w/center island & 
breakfast area opens to huge family room 
w/built ins & FP. Sun room & new deck 
overlooking naturally landscaped lot & 
water. Master suite w/balcony. Lower level 
opens to patio w/access to creek.

traceymendoza@lizmoore.com
www.BuyWilliamsburgHomes.com

757-608-8583

THE SETTLEMENT AT POWHATAN
3 bedrooms, 3.5 baths, 2371 sqft

Custom built by Marquee Homes. Amazing 
upgrades throughout, loads of walk-in stor-
age. Formal DR flows to spacious kitchen 
that overlooks great room. Gourmet kitchen 
features 5 burner gas cook, quartz counter-
tops, walk-in pantry, counter depth refrig-
erator, pot drawer, spice cabinet & island! 
Spacious family room w/gas FP opens to 
screened porch for extra living space.

757-879-2446
homeinfo@tammysmith.com

tammysmith.com

brandiwalker@lizmoore.com
brandiwalkerhomes.com

757-751-7743

2687 BROWNSTONE CIR.| $475,000
Classic beauty offers open floor plan. An 
entertainer’s delight w/ 4 BRs, 2.5 BAs & 
3,012 sqft, 2-story vaulted foyer, family 
room w/gas FP & bonus room. Traditional 
DR enriches contemporary entertaining. 
Dream kitchen w/ barstool seating, gas 
cooking & pantry. Morning room is per-
fect for gatherings. 2nd floor has master 
suite, tray ceilings, 2 walk-ins & luxurious 
BA. New carpet throughout & fresh paint.

JUST REDUCED!

(757) 880-3330
elaineroberto@lizmoore.com

Associate Broker
ABR • SRES Realtor

Elaine Elaine 
              Roberto              Roberto

3308 Chelsea Landing
Brandon Woods
4 Beds 2.5 Baths

2694 SF
$ 395,000



 If there is a positive side to the 
challenges we have faced over the 
past several months, it might be that 
we have all been given a little more 
time for reflection and a lot of things 
to reflect on. While reflection may 
not get us any closer to knowing 
where we will wind up, the process 
is important. 
 Art has always been a great 
stimulus for reflection. Music, 
painting, writing, performing and 

other artistic expressions can help us focus outside of ourselves, help us 
see things from different perspectives, and introduce us to other cultures, 
schools of thought, and attitudes. Often it simply gives us a little escape 
from the more somber side of reflecting.
 While it is unfortunate that several excellent Williamsburg venues for 
the creative enthusiasts in our community are less accessible and several 
premier celebrations, like An Occasion for the Arts, 2nd Sundays, and 
the Williamsburg Book Festival, have been postponed, this issue is proof 
that the arts are alive and well here in Williamsburg. We have the pleasure 
of introducing you to a lot of vibrant and enthusiastic people this month 
who are fully immersed in creating and sharing art with all of us. Their 
contributions run the gamut from opera to acting to photography and 
song. We are fortunate to have such a robust and diverse culture here and 
a such devoted, passionate, and talented neighbors.

Meredith Collins, Publisher

Inside 

© 2020 Collins Group, LLC. Williamsburg’s Next Door Neighbors is a community publication 
solely owned by Collins Group, LLC. It is published monthly for Williamsburg area residents. 
The stories within this publication are intended to introduce readers to their neighbors and are 
not endorsements for those individuals, their abilities, interests or profession. 
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JOIN US to learn how to proactively plan for what lies ahead.

Imagine your 
future. Are 
you ready?

Start Planning Today
Call us to join an upcoming virtual informational 

session – safely from home: 757-578-8898

With ChooseHome, you can 
prolong your independence in 
the home you choose, with the 

flexibility you need to support your 
future care needs. It’s peace of mind 

for you, and your loved ones.

Powered by Riverside and Williamsburg Landing

3
ChooseHome is backed by Riverside 
Health System, Virginia’s leader in 
aging-related health care services.

ChooseHome.com
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WENDY MILLER

 At her home on College Creek, Wendy C. 
Miller’s camera and zoom lens are always at the 
ready. If she glances out of a window and spots 
a beautiful bird or a perfectly lit scene, she can 
be out the door in seconds. 
 A self-taught professional photographer, 
Wendy often works on impulse. Her pictures 
reflect the deep connections that she feels with 
nature and people.
 “This is truly a form of self-expression for 

By Alison Johnson

me,” she says. “Photography is a way to tell 
stories and share my feelings, hopes, dreams 
and expressions of gratitude. It brings me great 
peace, and I hope my images can bring others 
happiness.” 
 Wendy, 62, has built a successful photog-
raphy career later in life, after 21 years as an 
elementary school teacher. A hobby of shoot-
ing wildlife, flowers and loved ones grew into 
a business, wendycmillerphotography, LLC, 

launched in 2014. Wendy also photographs 
events for CultureFix, a local arts organization 
where she serves as a Board member. 
 Wendy’s job is to record joyful, colorful and 
candid moments for families, graduates, ex-
pectant parents, engaged couples, brides and 
grooms, and more. She embraces diversity in 
her subjects, from relaxed concertgoers to pas-
sionate marchers at Black Lives Matter rallies. 
 “I love capturing closeups, facial expressions 

A Creative 
Journey

(757) 784-7764    •    1820 Jamestown Rd, Williamsburg

Online Estate Sale

24/7 shopping 
with contactless 

pickup. 

www.WilliamsburgEstate.com

Fuentes Ins. and Financial Svcs, Inc. • Javier Fuentes, Agent
3208 Ironbound Road • Williamsburg, VA 23188

Look no further.
Having one special person 
for your car, home and life 
insurance lets you get down 
to business with the rest of 
your life. It’s what I do.
GET TO A BETTER STATE™
CALL ME TODAY.

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm Indemnity Company, State Farm 
Fire and Casualty Company, State Farm General Insurance Company, Bloomington, IL1101201.1

Bus: 757-220-9910
sfvirginia.com

Lisa W. Cumming Photography
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of all types of people, and unexpected moments,” she relates. “For ex-
ample, when I shoot a wedding reception, I have the most fun getting 
up on a ladder among guests while they are dancing. It’s a job, yes, but 
for me it’s all about love.”  
 The coronavirus pandemic has only cemented the importance of ar-
tistic expression in Wendy’s mind. She is proud that CultureFix was able 
to organize a virtual Summer Breeze Concert Series, online tip jars in-
cluded, to support musicians and lift everyone’s spirits.   
 “Music can make you feel happy, carefree, when you otherwise might 
just be blue,” she notes. “The opportunity to ‘tune out’ from everything 
that has been happening in the world and just immerse yourself in other 
people’s performances is so wonderful.” 
 A Richmond native, Wendy was always drawn to nature as a child but 
left photography to her mother. “The pictures that I have are full of such 
fond memories,” she says. “Of course, they’re all black and white because 
I’m that old, but I’m so grateful for them.”  
 In college at Virginia Tech, Wendy earned a sociology degree and also 
met her husband of now 38 years, David. Although she briefly consid-
ered a career as a social worker, she ultimately worked for a few years as a 
paralegal and then chose to be a full-time mom to her children, Kendall, 
now 35, and Zachary, 33, and later became a teacher. 
 “Really, I think I just wanted to find a way to help other people,” 
Wendy explains. “I’ve also always been so drawn to children. I just love 
the face of a young child.” 
 The family settled in Williamsburg in 1989 after David was hired by 
Virginia Power, now Dominion Energy. Once Zachary had started pre-
school, Wendy went back to school at Christopher Newport University 
for a teaching certificate. She worked as a second and third grade teacher 
at Norge Elementary and later at Stonehouse Elementary.   
 Wendy’s talent as an amateur photographer led to requests for her ser-
vices from family members and friends. After retiring from teaching, she 
decided to take a leap and start a small business. She researched quality 
gear, consulted with other photographers, and bought three cameras and 
four high-quality lenses: two zoom, one live angle and one midrange.
Still, Wendy’s gut is what guides her. 
 “My gift is my eye, my ability to react quickly,” she says. “The techni-
cal skills are harder for me, and I’m always learning. But I do enjoy the 
editing process. It’s amazing to be able to enhance color, brightness, clar-
ity and saturation, or just click and go from color to black-and-white, 
which is so clean and fresh. A lot of customers want both.”
 Wendy first connected with CultureFix when she volunteered to take 
pictures of performers and audiences at its four-day Winter Blues Jazz 
Festival. The organization, founded in 2015, aims to bring unique arts, 
cultural and educational events and opportunities to the Greater Wil-
liamsburg area, as well as support local artists of all ages.
 She and David quickly bonded with CultureFix’s founder, Steve Rose, 
over their mutual love of music and passion for serving others. Both 
joined the Board in 2017. 
 “We’ve had such a fabulous time helping to ‘enhance the cultural en-

Quality Heating and Air
Conditioning Services
Our technicians are factory trained, NATE (North American Technician 

Excellence) certified and equipped to handle anything from routine maintenance 
and repairs to complete system replacement.

Installation • Maintenance • Service
Upfront Pricing • Financing

CALL TODAY! (757) 630-7678

FREE
ESTIMATESEmail: info@360airtech.com

www.360airtech.com • Licensed, Bonded, Insured

5% Discount for Active Duty Military, Vets, First Responders

They’re calling Wagging Tails!

waggingtailsdogwalker.com

Call us today for a 
FREE “meet & greet” 

session.

 757-230-7960

“Yippee!”

Open Monday - Friday 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
113 Bulifants Blvd., Suite A | Williamsburg, VA 23188 

757.220.3375 | RGAVA.com

Dr. Nordlund is a board 
certified Ophthalmologist 
practicing full-time in 
Williamsburg.

• Diabetic Retinopathy
• Glaucoma
• Macular Degeneration
• Retinal Tears
• Retinal Vascular Disease
• Visual Field Loss

John R. Nordlund, M.D.,PhD
specializes in the diagnosis and treatment of 

retinal diseases and glaucoma.

Credentials:
Retina fellowship at the Mayo Clinic, Glaucoma fellowship at 

Johns Hopkins, Fellow, American Society of Retina Specialists, 
Fellow, American Glaucoma Society



Forever  
Grateful  
For Our 
Community
It’s times like these that show us what 

we’re made of. Our community comes 

together in ways we’ve never expected. 

We are forever grateful for you, our 

community, for supporting us during 

these unprecedented times. We are 

humbled by your support.

Together, we will get through this.

Keeping you informed at 
COVID19ResponseAtSentara.com  
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ergy and vitality of our community,’ as our mission states,” Wendy says. 
“It’s not just about holding fun concerts; it’s about enriching the lives of 
everyone, including people who might not have the opportunity to have 
some of these experiences before.”  
 For example, CultureFix recently awarded grants to help more kids 
participate in the Williamsburg Youth Harp Society and the Williams-
burg Learning Collective’s summer camp, which promotes art, music 
and science education. Another goal is to purchase musical instruments 
and lend them for free to schoolchildren who can’t afford their own.   
 As for photography, Wendy stresses that fancy equipment isn’t neces-
sary, especially given how good cell phone cameras have become. Por-
trait mode, she notes, can even create the “bokeh” effect of a high-end 
lens, with the subject in focus and the background artistically blurred.  
 Wendy recommends for novices to play with angles and just have fun. 
“Try closeups, or changing where you stand or sit. Experiment. Like if 
you’re with pets or kids, get down on the floor and look at them head on, 
on their level. It can make for a more interesting view.”  
 Outside photography, Wendy volunteers for the FISH, Inc. nonprof-
it, where she connects families with needed food, clothing and house-
wares and helps stock supply shelves. In addition, she and David deliver 
food every other week for Meals on Wheels. 
 The couple loves spending time with their children, both also proud 
Virginia Tech alumni, and grandchildren Daniel, 2½, and Cora.  A third 
grandbaby is due in January. Wendy also is up for almost any outdoor 
activity, including hiking, kayaking and paddle boarding. 
 Her favorite vacation was a safari in South Africa several years ago, a 
trip she’d dreamed of since age 8, where wild monkeys literally came to 
the porch of her lodge. At College Creek, she is thrilled to live alongside 
osprey, blue heron and bald eagles. 
 “Nature soothes my soul,” she says. “People would think I’m an ex-
trovert if they saw me at a party, but I think my true personality is in-
troverted. I enjoy quiet places and feeling true one-on-one connections 
with animals and people.”  
 A huge music lover, Wendy is a particular fan of the Grateful Dead, 
as is her husband. In fact, she has attended more than 75 of their shows. 
 “It’s an experience like no other,” she shares. “Just the communal feel-
ing of it, with everybody bonded in their excitement about music, is so 
uniting. That’s why I still love going to music festivals, because you get 
those same feelings.” 
 During the pandemic, Wendy has ventured regularly to the gardens at 
Colonial Williamsburg to take closeups of flowers. She has a few framed 
prints of her botanical photos hanging in her home, along with a large 
canvas collage of images taken from her back door. 
 After six years in the photography business, Wendy Miller’s “problem” 
is that she might love clicking the shutter a little too much.
 “My biggest challenge is to not take too many photos at a session!” 
she says. “I invariably take way more photos than necessary, which leads 
to more time editing. But once I get into my creative mode, I get lost in 
the art of my craft. It’s just so much fun.”

2021-D Richmond Rd. 
(Across from Yankee Candle)

www.annasbrickoven.com • Mon - Sat 11am - 9 pm

2010

757-229-5252
Catering available.

Delicious Pizza and 
Authentic Italian Food
Limited Delivery Available
Order Online: annasbrickoven.com

CURBSIDE
PICKUP

If you’re looking for a great eyecare experience in 
the Williamsburg area, with a friendly, professional 

and knowledgeable staff to provide you with 
superior eyecare service, call us today!

757-645-3930
• Comprehensive eye exams
• Family Eyecare
• Treatment for eye diseases
• Lasik & Refractive surgery
    consultations

4640 Monticello Ave., #8A  • Williamsburg • www.drjellenek.com

Gregory P. Jellenek, OD

Over 1,000 Designer Frames! 
Buy One, Get One 40% off

We accept most insurance

Purchase Your Next Mattress at

60% to 80% off
BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

Call or Text 757-201-9737

$$300 off 
any mattress 

$999 or higher.
With Coupon. Expires 10/31/20.
Not valid with any other offers.

701 Merrimac Trail Suite N • Williamsburg VA 23185
https://www.facebook.com/gomattressva

Chris  & Deidra Smurthwaite, Owners
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MARIA ROSE

 For 19-year-old independent singer-song-
writer Maria Rose, music is much more than 
a passion or a hobby. It’s a therapeutic form of 
self-expression and a vehicle through which she 
navigates complex themes like heartbreak, toxic 
friendships, anxiety and depression using her 
sultry, deep register and emotionally charged 
lyrics.
 Her five-track debut album Midnight 
Thoughts dropped in January 2020 and is a 
compilation of pop, R&B and electronic mu-

By Kristine Hojnicki

Midnight Thoughts

Andrew J. Ponton IV
Associate Broker, ABR, SRES

Vice President - Luxury Homes

Cell: 757.879.0162
ajayponton@gmail.com

Lou Cale
Realtor®

Cell: 757.291.1717
lou.calehomes@gmail.com

!

Lisa W. Cumming Photography
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sic including songs titled Fake Love, Heart, Unchanged, and Midnight 
Thoughts which are designed to create community around shared emo-
tional experiences.
 “I’m inspired by many things, but my music has to be something per-
sonal. Every song I’ve written is based on real experiences I’ve had in my 
life with real people,” she says. “Each song represents a different thought 
that keeps us up at night like anxiety or insomnia. I decided to make it 
into art for people to listen and relate to.”
 Maria’s honesty about her own struggles with mental health is what 
makes her lyrics so relatable to her fans. She admits when she started 
high school it was challenging for her to connect with her peers, and her 
anxiety ultimately drove her to make the difficult decision to pursue her 
studies through homeschooling halfway through her freshman year.
 “I decided I wasn’t going to determine my success off of other people. 
I took no breaks, went to school through the summers, and I finished 
school at 16-years-old, which allowed me to really hone in on my music 
career and drove me to be where I am now,” she explains.
 The years since she graduated from school have served as a period of 
growth for Maria as an artist. She says the lead song on her EP, Scorpio, 
is representative of that maturation process. 
 “Scorpio is a song very close to my heart. It’s about a toxic friendship 
that I had, and I started writing the song when I was fourteen years-old. 
It took me a few years to complete, but it’s the song I finished most 
recently. It represents who I am as an artist sound-wise because it is so 
different, unique and dark in a way,” she says.
 Maria’s musical ambitions began at an early age, and it is something 
she incorporates into many of her creative pursuits. In addition to writ-
ing and recording music, she is an accomplished dancer, pianist, actress 
and painter. She has sold some of her work locally and online, and she’s 
participated in several musical theater productions. 
 “Those experiences really catapulted me further by building my love 
for performing. I saw that I could be an artist that is a reflective part of 
my identity rather than creating a character,” she says.
 Musically, Maria cites Prince, Lady Gaga, David Bowie, Whitney 
Houston, Britney Spears and personalities dominant in the LGBTQ+ 
community as largely influencing her career because they pushed societal 
and creative boundaries.
 “They really showed me growing up that I could be whoever I want,” 
she says. Like many teens, the music from these artists helped her through 
some difficult life moments. “The posters on my wall of these people that 
I looked up to helped me through some of the loneliest times.”
 While the role of celebrity has certainly had an impact on who Maria 
is today as a performer, her biggest fans and supporters are the members 
of her large, extended family in Thessaloniki, Greece.
 “Sadly, I’m not able to see them very often but everyone is very sup-
portive of me,” she says. “Here I have my mom, my uncle and my grand-
ma, and they are my cheerleaders. They have always been there support-
ing me for all of the auditions, every music video… anything I need, 
they are there for it. They are also the people who introduced me to some 

1-844-MRHAPPY
mrhappysgrass.com

   Services
 Weed Control &
 Fertilization Program

 Fungus Control Program

 Aeration & Overseeding

 Mole Applications
 (recommended monthly)

 Nutsedge applications**

 Lime applications**

 Fungus applications**  

 (**offered separately) 



  

Three Kinds of COVID-19
Testing and Much More
 Williamsburg Drug Company is a 
pharmacy like no other, which means 
they can help in a crisis like no other. 
In the current COVID-19 pandemic, 
owner T.W. Taylor and his staff are 
supporting their customers with three 
types of testing: a 15-minute rapid 
test, a nasal swab which gives results in 
three days, and an antibody test that 
determines whether a patient carries 
protective virus antibodies from a previ-
ous infection.

It’s rare to find all three testing modali-
ties under one roof, but it’s no less than 
local citizens deserve, as Williamsburg 
Drug Company sees it. “There are may-
be a handful of independent pharmacies 
nationwide that do this. We work hard 
at it because we want our community to 
have all the resources. If we can provide 
them, we’re here for them,” T.W. says. 

Williamsburg Drug Company’s support 
doesn’t end with test results. T.W. says, 
“What goes along with that testing 
is – negative or positive – what are 
your next steps? The pharmacists here 

know that the healthier an individual 
is, the better positioned they are to 
fight a pathogen when they encounter 
it. A person might seem healthy on the 
outside, but T.W. and his staff look for 
the real story in a unique hematological 
cross section of a patient’s biochemical 
profile. 

Working with a variety of tests, Wil-
liamsburg Drug Company can identify 
what nutrients the body is deficient in, 
as well as what additional supplements 
might support ongoing health issues. 
They also offer an “immune sup-
port package” specifically designed to 
provide immune-boosting support for 
general health. Putting it simply, T.W. 
says, “The better and stronger your im-
mune system is, the less likely you are to 
get COVID, and the milder your case 
can be if you get it.” 

Come see Dr. Jaime Reid at Wil-
liamsburg Drug Company to see what 
nutrients are keeping you from having 
your best immune system. 

WILLIAMSBURG
DRUG COMPANY

T.W. Taylor
Owner & Pharmacist

240 McLaws Circle • 757-229-1041
www.williamsburgdrug.com

    Jaime Reid works to 
make immune systems 
stronger and smarter. She 
graduated with a Doctor 
of Pharmacy degree from 
the University of Maryland 
Baltimore in 2008. She has 
worked in the independent 
pharmacy industry her en-
tire career. Having become 
an American Academy 
of Anti-Aging Functional 
Medicine (A4M) practitio-

ner, she has since concentrated on discovering new tests 
available to address the root cause of patient concerns.  

Outside the pharmacy, Jaime enjoys reading, running, 
and spending time with her husband. The couple shares 
four lovely children and Jaime serves on her kids’ school 
board.

Jaime’s expertise allows her to approach illness from a 
different angle. “As a pharmacist, I know that prescrip-
tion medications may not always be the cure for chronic 
disease in our society. Instead, as a Functional Medicine 
Practitioner, I believe that pharmacists are in the perfect 
position to help patients get to the root cause of disease 
-- in particular, how specific nutrient deficiencies relate 
to your ability to fight viruses, particularly COVID,” she 
says.

The key to wellness lies in peak immune function. 
Jaime says, ”How do you best prepare your body in the 
event you are exposed to COVID?” Since 70 percent of 
immune function comes from the gut, her advice for a 
strong system includes pinpointing specific probiotics to 
achieve optimal immune function. She also counsels that 
supplements like zinc can slow a virus’ ability to replicate 
inside the body. 

Jaime thrives on connecting with her patients. She says, 
“I would love for people to call and ask questions any 
time, we’re here to help our community.”

Visit Williamsburg Drug Company at their 1310 James-
town Road or 240 McLaw’s Circle locations or call 757- 
229-3560 to talk with Dr. Reid to learn more.

Jaime Reid, Pharmacist
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of my favorite artists, movies, books and things 
that inspired me throughout my whole life.”
 A self-proclaimed “nerd,” Maria also enjoys 
studying classical art, music and history, mak-
ing the Williamsburg native’s proximity to all 
the local sites in the Historical Triangle ideal.
 “I love Williamsburg. It’s so full of history 
and it’s so beautiful,” she says.
 Her primary focus remains on building her 
career as a pop artist. In addition to releasing 
Midnight Thoughts, Maria has produced sev-
eral music videos, worked on a few collabora-
tion projects, and is in the process of writing a 
full-length album. 
 She says it has been somewhat challenging 
to debut as an artist in the midst of a pandemic 
with many performance opportunities canceled 
or postponed, but she’s persevered and built a 
strong fan base leveraging her Instagram ac-
count MariaRoseMusicOfficial and her You-
Tube channel as a way to connect her listeners 
with her music, videos, interviews and more.
 “I’m honestly taking every opportunity that 
I can and pushing myself as far as I can,” she 

says. 
With nearly 35,000 monthly listeners on Spo-
tify and fans downloading her songs off of 
iTunes, Apple Music and Google Play stream-
ing platforms, Maria has certainly found an 
audience for her empowering and encouraging 
messages. She’s currently working on a top-
secret project she hopes will catapult her career 
to the next level and help Maria Rose achieve 
“world domination.”
 “There are people in the world who are 
struggling with mental illness or insomnia or 
a heartbreak or a bad friendship. I hope that 
through my music and through my artistry, 
now and forever, they can relate and feel a lot 
less alone. I can’t talk about my next plans right 
now but it’s going to be very big and I think 
will boost me online and everywhere else that I 
decide to perform and go in the future.”
 Maria Rose’s decision to become a perform-
ing artist might very well lead to a local teen-
ager having her picture on their wall, listening 
to her music and feeling a little less alone in 
the world.
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CHRIS PRINCE

 Chris Prince is a man of few 
words, but where his voice is quiet, 
his hands are eloquent in their ex-
pression. In the last year, he’s estab-
lished a new woodworking business 
that combines a carpenter’s eye and a 
scavenger’s skill.
 Chris grew up in rural Lanexa, 
Virginia, a small town roughly 20 
miles north of Williamsburg. His 
childhood was spent on a family 
homestead and held its share of hard 
work, but he remembers his years in 
the country with great fondness. 
 “We lived on a small farm, so 
there were always weeds to pull and 
animals to feed. Me and my dad 
would go into the woods and make 
trails,” he says. The earthy pastimes 
of farm life were appreciated fully by 
the young Chris.
 He and his family have now set-
tled in town, and he, his wife and 
son take great pleasure in Water Country, Busch Gardens, bowling al-
leys, and all the other amusements a city has to offer. These recreations 
aside, Chris would be right back in the woods of his youth if he had 
his druthers. Without hesitation, he says, “I’d rather move back to the 
country where I can do my thing.” 
 During his time in the country’s sweaty summers and chill gray win-
ters, he absorbed the resourcefulness and resiliency that resulted in the 
character and values that still guide him today. Looking back, Chris 

By Harmony Hunter

says, “My grandfather, he taught 
me to use everything. And he saved 
a lot of stuff to use later: stuff like 
nuts, bolts, washers, boards, right 
down to electric motors.” Like his 
grandfather before him, Chris ad-
mits that he also has a stockpile of 
bits and pieces that may prove use-
ful one day. “I save everything, too,” 
he says. This packrat’s habit proved 
useful when Chris turned to a path 
in handcraft earlier this year. 
 In his career, Chris has dabbled 
in a dizzying variety of professions, 
working in movie theaters, oper-
ating heavy equipment, driving a 
school bus, making balloon animals, 
and as the owner of a food truck 
called “Poor Boy’s Burgers.” He ac-
cepted some of these jobs for prac-
tical considerations, and others he 
took for fun, but woodworking was 
the one true calling he had never 

been in a position to answer.
 Opportunity knocked with the onset of safer-at-home directives in 
the spring of 2020, and, with his wife’s encouragement, he at last em-
barked on the one job he’d always wanted to do: woodworking. “I went 
to school for carpentry. I enjoy building things, and I like working with 
my hands. It’s the satisfaction of a job well done,” Chris says. As they 
do for most craftspeople, a project’s flaws glare hardest in their creator’s 
eye. Chris’s meticulous nature won’t allow him to send out a piece until 
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it’s absolutely right, but he wouldn’t have it any other way. The history 
of this timeless craft is a tradition that Chris honors in every piece he 
makes.
 This quest for hand-built perfection starts with a decidedly imperfect 
material: wooden pallets. These pallets generally are built for utility and 
left for trash. But Chris saw possibility in this ubiquitous yet disregarded 
resource. Piled in stacks behind warehouses and grocery stores, these 
discards are often free for the taking with permission from managers. 
With his scavenger’s instinct, Chris wondered what might be made from 
with this rugged scrap wood.
 It turns out, many of the properties that make good pallets also make 
good furniture. Sturdy working woods like oak, pine, and poplar reveal 
a rustic beauty with a bit of effort. “It takes a fair amount of sanding, 
but the end product turns out beautiful, so it’s worth it,” Chris says. 
Breaking down pallets and getting them into shape for carpentry has 
become a family affair. Chris’ 10-year-old son is no stranger to sawdust, 
often working alongside his dad as they rip pallets apart, pull nails, and 
sort boards. 
 The work of getting boards into shape for use was especially time con-
suming at first. In the early days of the effort, he would rip pallets apart 
by hand. He soon realized he could avail himself to some technological 
assistance. Specialized tools did just the job he needed and made this 
step much less burdensome. Evolutions like these come often as Chris 
navigates the scale and pace of a new endeavor.
 Since business began this year, Chris has fulfilled orders for head-
boards, tables, benches and shelves. “The way pallets sit out and get 
weathered, they get a farmhouse look that people really like,” says Chris. 
Where his customers appreciate the simplicity of the style, Chris enjoys 
knowing that he’s made a keepsake from something salvaged. 
 Though the original material comes from a humble source, through 
Chris’ painstaking reclamation process, noble woods are restored to a 
second life. His tables are made to support generations of family gath-
erings. His headboards are crafted with the knowledge that they will 
become one of the truest comforts of home, and all of his creations are 
rendered even more meaningful by the virtue of rescuing a material that 
still has lifetimes of use.
 The rare luck of starting a new business and seeing it boom almost 
instantly has ruled out experimentation with new forms for the present 
time, but he’s always thinking about what he might try next. “I’ve taken 
a lot of snapshots of things I’d like to do. I find them on various websites 
and think, ‘Hey, that looks interesting, I’m going to try that,’” he says. 
Outdoor furniture is at the top of the list as soon as there is a break in 
new orders. 
 Other goals for the business revolve around improving the working 
infrastructure. Chris makes do with an open-air workspace at present, 
but this means a rainy spell can set progress back considerably. A dedi-
cated workshop is a definite need. More hands on deck would be a boon, 
too. “I’d love to be able to hire a couple people to help me out, and have 
a storefront to be able to make this a real solid business,” Chris says.
 For now, Chris is content to enjoy the rare felicity of holding a job he 
enjoys and answering to no one but himself. He says, “I enjoy it. I have 
satisfaction in knowing I’ve done something that’s productive. Gener-
ally, I figure if I do a good job with my work, it will talk for itself.”
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AMY SNOWDEN

 When it comes to art subjects, watercolorist 
Amy Snowden has always been drawn to the 
human face. “There is just something intrigu-
ing to me about capturing a person’s face, their 
expressions,” Amy explains. “A person’s face and 
expressions say a lot about who they are as a per-
son. I find it fascinating.”
 Since taking up watercolor painting 11 years 
ago, Amy has painted roughly 70 portraits rang-
ing from young children at play to men and 
women in their prime to older gentlemen with 

By Brandy Centolanza
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decades of life experience. What started out as a 
hobby simply for personal pleasure has turned 
into a business for Amy, who works from her 
home studio as a commissioned watercolor por-
trait artist.
 Amy’s interest in art began in childhood. 
Growing up in the military and moving around 
a lot, she found joy in art. 
 “I’ve always loved art,” she says. “I drew a lot. 
I was very fond of a pencil and sometimes char-
coal. In middle school and high school, I drew 
a lot of portraits.”
 Though she took a few art classes, she most-
ly found inspiration in flipping through old 
magazines. Amy’s hope was to one day attend 
art school, but for practical reasons, she chose 
a career path in business instead, shelving her 
passion for artwork for many years. After gradu-
ating from high school in Enterprise, Alabama, 
Amy earned a marketing degree from Troy State 
University, also in Alabama, and later went on 
to receive an MBA, also in marketing, from 
Golden Gate University in California.
 Amy spent most of the 1990s and early 2000s 
working in the business world while raising a 
family. She has three children: Shelby, 25; Syd-

ney, 22; and 13-year-old Owen. Amy has called 
Williamsburg home since 2005.
 Though creating artwork took a backseat in 
her life for more than 20 years, Amy’s love for it 
never waned. She made a commitment the year 
she turned 40 to resume painting portraits.
 “It always remained in the back of my mind, 
in my heart and in my soul,” Amy says.
 After her son came along, Amy was at a char-
ity fundraiser one day when she had a conversa-
tion with a tourist who had won a raffle for a 
free art class. The class was held at what was then 
called This Center Art Gallery, which is now the 
Williamsburg Contemporary Art Center. Since 
the tourist couldn’t use the prize, he passed it 
along to Amy, who took it as a sign.
 “I thought, ‘This is the time,’” Amy says. “I 
took a watercolor class, and I absolutely became 
obsessed.”
 Amy started painting vigorously during 
Owen’s naptimes.  Then, over Christmas, Amy’s 
parents gave her some money as a gift so she 
could study watercolor under famed interna-
tional watercolor portrait artist Ted Nuttall. 
In 2010, she signed up for a workshop Nuttall 
was conducting in North Carolina. He’s been a 

mentor ever since.
 “Ted Nuttall’s workshop changed my life,” 
Amy says. “It really resonated with me. I love 
his style.”
 Amy takes a week-long class each year with 
Nuttall and seven other watercolor artists.
 “It’s like a semester of art school in one week,” 
Amy says. “His passion for art and for people is 
contagious, and I am lucky to be influenced by 
him and the other watercolor artists. To be told 
by someone with his success and experience that 
I was good gave me the confidence to take the 
leap and put myself out there.”
 Thanks in part to Nuttall, Amy decided to 
start a second profession as a watercolor por-
trait artist. Her first commissioned portrait of 
two children won an award at the Virginia State 
Watercolor Show. She’s racked up several other 
awards, including an honorable mention in the 
Women in Watercolor International Exhibition 
for a painting of an older Native American man 
at a Powwow that she entitled “Wisdom.”
 “That was a really exciting moment for me,” 
she says.
 Amy, who is a signature member of the Vir-
ginia Watercolor Society, had another painting, 
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a portrait of a little girl, featured in the maga-
zine Splash.
 Currently, instead of skimming through 
magazines for subject ideas, Amy heads out of 
the house with her camera to find her muse.
 “I like to take out my camera and see what 
inspires me,” she says. “I like to photograph 
my own subjects. It allows me to connect with 
them, learn more about them, learn more about 
their personality and their spirit.”
 It takes Amy a few months to complete a 
project, depending on the size and detail as well 
as her schedule. Amy works during the day at 
home in her upstairs studio while Owen is in 
school. She relies on social media and word of 
mouth for clients. 
 “Art takes me through the full range of emo-
tions,” Amy says. “The white paper is intimi-
dating and scary. The first layers of color are 
exhilarating and so exciting. Then, with every 
piece, I get to the hard places and feel defeated, 
often ending with tears.  Digging deep for the 
resilience to keep pushing becomes necessary. 
Usually only after I have had a finished piece 
matted do I finally get to that wonderful feel-
ing of accomplishment. Joy is kind of scattered 

throughout the process.”
 In addition to her work as a watercolor por-
trait artist, Amy recently teamed up with her 
sister, Anna Lee, to start a line of hand painted 
and hand-crafted jewelry. The sisters launched 
their new business in March 2019 and named 
it Mary Maveline Originals in honor of both of 
their grandmothers.
 “I had this idea of turning tiny paintings into 
jewelry and shared it with my sister and she said 
she would help me,” Amy says. “The business 
has taken off like crazy. It’s really surpassed our 
expectations.”
 Amy watercolors the designs for the necklac-
es, earrings, and jewelry sets while her sister, a 
metalsmith, assembles the pieces. Painted neck-
lace designs include flowers, birds, butterflies, 
dragonflies, horses, sunsets and beach themes 
including sea turtles, crabs and sand dunes. Pri-
or to the COVID-19 pandemic, Amy and her 
sister sold their jewelry at art shows and festivals 
such as the 2nd Sundays Art & Music Festival 
and Art on the Square in Williamsburg and at 
shows in West Virginia and the Outer Banks. 
Mary Maveline Originals also has an online 
shop.

 “Making the jewelry is different than do-
ing portraits because I get to play around with 
different subjects for the little paintings,” Amy 
says. “I do a lot of still life. I also like it because 
it is something I can do at night while I am 
watching TV with my son.”
 Amy currently has a handful of projects in the 
works and is also enjoying mentoring a student 
in watercolor. Teaching watercolor is an area 
she would like to delve into someday. Amy is 
a member of Williamsburg Contemporary Art 
Center, where her work has been on display in 
the past. Williamsburg Contemporary Art Cen-
ter has expressed interest in having Amy instruct 
some workshops as well as The Charles H. Tay-
lor Visual Arts Center in Hampton whenever it 
is safe to resume in-person art lessons.
 Painting and caring for her son keep Amy 
Snowden busy, but she does find time to enjoy 
the scene in Williamsburg. 
 “The Greensprings Trail is my favorite place 
in Williamsburg,” Amy says. “I really enjoy the 
art community here, and there is always some-
thing to do. I also love the proximity Williams-
burg is to both the beach and the mountains. It 
really is a nice place to live.” NDN
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TANYA SONG

 Tanya Song does not come from a music background, but two of her 
children joined the Williamsburg Youth Orchestra (WYO) as violinists. 
“I became involved vicariously through my children,” she says. Tanya 
volunteered as a parent and then a board member, which led to her fill-
ing a vacancy to become the Executive Director of the organization. Now 
serving her fourth year in that position, she describes her role as wearing 
many hats. Recruiting students, coordinating with conductors and stu-
dents, working with board members and donors, grant writing, manag-
ing events, budgeting and marketing are all within her job duties. She 
says, “I am the face of WYO.”
 Today, Tanya’s work with the orchestra is an integral part of her life, 

By Susan Williamson

Music 
for Youth

We are Here 
for You

For more information call 
us at 757-378-6881 or visit 
patriotscolony.com

Memory Care 
Promoting independence 
in a safe, home-like setting

Rehabilitation 
Recover more quickly  
from surgery or injury

Skilled Nursing 
24/7 dedicated care with an 
on-site Riverside physician

Assisted Living 
First-class amenities, with 

the support you need

Riverside’s suite of outstanding Specialty 
Care Services are open to everyone.

Specialty Care Services  
at Patriots Colony

Your health and safety are ALWAYS our priority.

Lisa W. Cumming Photography



20 NEXT DOOR NEIGHBORSSEPTEMBER2020

and she is passionate about the history of the 
organization and the enduring music they per-
form.
 The Youth Orchestra began in 1995 as a 
sister organization to the Williamsburg Sym-
phony, which helps to provide education to 
the youth orchestra members who range in 
age from fourth graders through high school 
seniors.  When activities shut down in March 
due to the pandemic, there were 110 members. 
Keeping the students engaged in their music 
during the pandemic has proven challenging, 
but members of the Williamsburg Symphony 
are offering free one-on-one master classes for 
the students via Zoom. There are online music 
appreciation activities as well. And the WYO’s 
three conductors have volunteered to work 
with small chamber groups in their homes. But 
online music participation can be a challenge. 
“It’s hard to play music together using Zoom 
and other platforms that are available to us,” 
Tanya says.
 Youth Orchestra members are selected 
through an audition process and anyone inter-
ested should contact Tanya through the WYO 

website, www.wyomusic.org The minimum 
grade level is fourth grade, and applicants 
should have completed at least one year of mu-
sic instruction and be able to read music. Once 
a student joins the WYO, he or she is asked 
to join band, orchestra, choir or some type of 
music activity in school and, if possible, to take 
private lessons as well. A student with an espe-
cially heavy class load, such as taking several ad-
vanced placement classes, may be excused from 
taking band class for a semester.
 According to Tanya, the group hopes to be 
able to resume programming in January 2021. 
Before the pandemic, the orchestra practiced 
on Monday nights at Berkeley Middle School. 
There are usually three concerts a year: the Fall 
Concert, the Winter Concert and the Winter 
Chamber Concert. There is also the Concerto 
Competition in which the winner performs a 
solo at the winter concert.  Every other year, 
the Youth Orchestra plays side by side with 
Williamsburg Symphony Orchestra. This year’s 
side-by-side concert was scheduled for May but 
was cancelled. Tanya says, “I am so glad to have 
the opportunity to tell people about the orches-

tra. Many people are not aware of it, but when 
they do attend a concert, they are very im-
pressed by the quality of the performance and 
the talent of the musicians.” Once the orchestra 
resumes performances, she hopes to do more 
marketing to increase audience attendance.
 The orchestra members try to give back to 
the community with service events. They work 
with the Arc of Greater Williamsburg to do 
arts and crafts with developmentally challenged 
adults, and they perform for senior living facili-
ties.
 Orchestra members may apply to become 
Student Ambassadors who help to promote the 
WYO and serve as mentors for younger mem-
bers. There are two social activities, a pizza par-
ty and an ice-cream social. In addition to help-
ing students to further their musical education 
and talent, Tanya says that many students form 
friendships through the organization. 
 “My son and his friends formed a quartet 
for two years. They were paid to play at events 
and volunteered in the community.” She knows 
the students miss being together and particu-
larly feels for the graduating seniors who did 
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not have the opportunity to say goodbye. She 
is working on a tribute video for them. “I hope 
we can find some way for them to get together, 
with masks and social distancing,” she says.
 Many of the students go on to major in 
music or music education in college. Others 
may select different majors, but continue to 
be involved in music throughout their college 
careers. Clarinet player Hunter Lafreniere re-
ceived a music major scholarship from the Wil-
liamsburg Music Club and will major in music 
education at James Madison University. Keri 
McCourt, French horn, will attend the Univer-
sity of South Carolina. Alice Leruth is going to 
Virginia Tech Honors College on the Pamplin 
Leadership Scholarship. Bass player Hannah 
Weiss will attend the University of St. Andrews 
in Scotland. The WYO harpist, Sydney Harris, 
plans to major in music and pre-med at Da-
vidson College. Louanna Colon, violinist, will 
major in classical vocal performance. Two of 
this year’s seniors, Zachary Barbarji and Ishbel 
Newton, also violinists, will remain in Wil-
liamsburg to attend William & Mary. Clearly, 

the time and energy these students have put 
into their music has been well spent. Thanks 
to the help of parents, board members, donors 
and staff, Williamsburg youth have the oppor-
tunity to engage in a deep and rewarding or-
chestra experience.
 Student tuition makes up about one third 
of the income for the operation. The balance is 
funded through donations, ticket sales, grants, 
advertisements in the annual program and a 
spring raffle. Among the major sponsors are 
the Junior Women’s Club of Williamsburg, 
the Williamsburg Area Arts Commission, the 
Williamsburg Community Foundation, the 
Charles S. and Millicent P. Brown Foundation 
and the Virginia Commission for the Arts. A 
large part of Tanya’s job is grant writing. Need-
based scholarships are available to cover student 
tuition.
 Tanya moved to Williamsburg eight years 
ago when her husband, Bongkeun Song, ac-
cepted a job as a professor at Virginia Institute 
of Marine Science (VIMS). A native of North-
ern Virginia, she loves the scenery and peaceful-

ness of the area. “Whenever I drive somewhere 
else, I feel at home as soon as I return to the 
Williamsburg area. We have young families 
here as well as so many retired people who sup-
port education in the arts.” She hopes to be one 
of them someday and has no plans to move 
anywhere else. Tanya enjoys nurturing youth. 
She and her husband have three children and 
she home-schooled them when they lived in the 
Wilmington, North Carolina area. In addition 
to working with WYO, she is the youth leader 
of New Life Presbyterian Church in Yorktown. 
“Some of the orchestra members are also in my 
youth group,” she says.
 She loves gardening, but with the orchestra 
and her church work, she doesn’t find much 
time to enjoy it. “I love to cook and try new 
recipes,” she says of her additional hobby. Even 
as circumstances have halted normal operations 
for the Williamsburg Youth Orchestra, Tanya 
Song is working hard to encourage its members 
and keep them in contact with the conductors 
and music education opportunities for now and 
into the future.
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NAAMA ZAHAVI-ELY

 Growing up in the fertile crescent where ancient civilizations con-
verged, Naama Zahavi-Ely did not imagine a little town on the eastern 
coast of the U.S., Williamsburg, would one day become such a big part 
of her life. “I was born in Israel, and so were both my parents. I never 
expected to live anywhere else. I came to the USA for graduate studies 
in European History, married an American fellow student, and stayed 
because of him.” 
 As young adults having lived in Princeton, New Jersey, and Ham-
den, Connecticut, Naama and her then-husband, Melvin Ely, decided 
to move to Williamsburg when Melvin received a position with the His-
tory Department at William & Mary. “Mel was born in Virginia and 
very much wanted to come back. Both of us loved the area.” A year 
after Mel’s posting, Naama was asked to teach Hebrew for the Classi-
cal Studies department. She used the Hebrew Bible and other ancient 
source materials to explore a variety of topics including Greek, Latin, 
Sumerian, Acadian, and Egyptian texts and art. She loved teaching liter-
ary aspects of the Bible and went on to instruct courses in Mythology.  
 Though far from home, her roots were very much alive in her aca-
demic field. Meanwhile, Naama earned a PhD in Biblical Studies at 
Union Theological Seminary in Richmond. She candidly recalls how 
she was the only Jewish student at seminary. From 2005 onward, she 
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taught a full load of classes at W&M. 
 Naama and Mel had two children, Oren 
and Kinneret, and shared many years together 
before divorcing. “Mel is still with W&M and 
a terrific professor. We remain good friends.”
 Throughout her life, Naama has cultivated 
a love for the arts. “I never was a performer 
or a singer. I am not a musician; I am a music 
lover.”  
 She grew up with classical music. Her moth-
er would play it on the radio all day long. As 
a child, Naama went with her to concerts. “I 
have always loved opera, but for many years it 
was a potential rather than an active interest. I 
had very few opportunities to see it.”  
 Unlike today, Israel didn’t have a great opera 
house back then. None of the towns Naama 
lived in as an adult offered any venues, ei-
ther. “We started going to opera regularly in 
Virginia after some years, and that was only 
the four operas a year put on by the Virginia 
Opera.” Naama’s daughter, Kinneret, who was 
taking singing lessons, developed an aptitude 
for opera singing. “You can say that her inter-
est in opera and in singing it, and my interest 
in watching it, developed together. We visited 
New York and went to the Metropolitan Opera 

and loved it.” 
 Shortly thereafter, Naama was on her own. 
Both children were grown, and she was single 
again. “I decided right away not to let being 
alone stop me from going places. I could do 
what I wanted without worrying about any-
body else’s plans. I found myself going to 
many more concerts than I did before without 
worrying whether it would be too much for 
anybody else. I found that I was much more 
likely to regret not going to see a performance 
than going to see it. My rule became ‘when in 
doubt, go!’” 
 There aren’t many places in the world where 
one can see four high-quality operas in a week-
end. New York City is one of them. “I would 
come for a weekend to New York, see the opera 
on Friday night, Saturday’s matinee and night, 
and take in the Sunday matinee.”
 Naama had friends in Williamsburg who 
would go to movie houses to watch the Met-
ropolitan Opera performances. “I had a group 
of friends in Williamsburg who were going to 
see them together. In July 2011, I was sitting 
in Tel Aviv at a performance of ‘The Elixir of 
Love’ and thinking this is really good, I wish 
my friends in Williamsburg could see it, when 

I suddenly thought why not? Opera in Wil-
liamsburg is the result of that ‘why not?’” 
 Soon, Naama was on the road to creating 
her own small opera company. The idea of 
starting Opera in Williamsburg manifested in 
July 2011 and actualized itself when the first 
production of Menotti’s “The Telephone” was 
performed at the Kimball in May 2012. “We 
have been producing and performing two op-
eras a year ever since. Our most recent opera, 
‘The Pearl Fishers’, was our 17th production 
and 15th original production.”
 Naama has a definite view of the arts. “They 
have to be experienced rather than talked 
about. I am a connoisseur, not a creator, and 
my standards are very high. My experience 
of music is from the audience’s point of view, 
which is why the audience’s experience is so 
important to me in Opera in Williamsburg. 
The audience is the focus. They are the people 
that we create the operas for.”
 In ninth grade, Naama visited Italy with her 
parents and sister. They found themselves in 
Verona. An opera performance at the Arena di 
Verona was scheduled. They purchased tickets 
high up on stone benches. “I still remember it 
50 years later. It was Verdi’s Don Carlo. Eliza-



24 NEXT DOOR NEIGHBORSSEPTEMBER2020

beth of Valois was performing with a broken 
leg, using crutches. And I still see the duet of 
Carlo and Rodrigo. What I didn’t know then, 
and only found out over 40 years later, was that 
it was an unusually terrific cast of singers even 
for the Arena di Verona.” For non-operatic affi-
cionados, the Arena di Verona is a major opera 
company among the first in the world. Eliza-
beth di Valois was Montserrat Caballe, and a 
young Placido Domingo was Don Carlo in his 
first year at the Arena. “I didn’t know that I was 
watching an unusually excellent performance, 
the kind that people talk about years later. It 
made a real impression on me as a young teen-
ager.”
 Naama has a number of hobbies.“I paint, 
which is an activity I got into late, in the last 
decade. I love touring and exploring and have 
guided tours in the past. I used to garden, but 
I don’t have a garden anymore. I used to knit 
and embroider. I am a pretty good adventur-
ous cook. I am a nature-lover, a voracious read-
er, and I love spending time with my friends in 
Williamsburg.”
 Her son, Oren, is a computer analyst and 
lives in Richmond with his wife, and their new 
daughter, Illana, was born in March of this year. 

“I was going to see her in April. Everything got 
canceled [with the pandemic] and travel was 
impossible. Thank God for Facetime!”
 Kinneret is adamant about never taking 
on roles in operas that her mother produces, 
though she has always helped and been very 
supportive. “In the last year she agreed to be 
in our chorus.” Naama can’t say enough about 
the many, many people who make Opera in 
Williamsburg possible. “I get to work with 
amazing people, and I have the privilege to of-
fer opportunities to amazing artists. A develop-
ment that I was surprised by and very gratified 
with is the community of supporters that has 
grown around Opera in Williamsburg.” People 
host singers in their homes for weeks at a time, 
donors give financial support, volunteers put 
in hours of work. “We can’t create our operas 
without this support, and we appreciate it tre-
mendously. It is a true community.” 
 Naama receives support from the Williams-
burg Area Arts Commission and the York 
County Arts Commission, but by far the ma-
jority of support is individual donations from 
members of the community and hospitality 
and volunteer work by passionate opera lov-
ers. Naama conveys an outpouring of gratitude 

when she says, “Thank you all so much!” 
 She is particularly grateful to Maestro Jorge 
Parodi. He conducted “Elixir of Love” in 2012 
and has conducted almost all of the operas 
since. “He is our music director, a superb art-
ist, a terrific person, and a real joy to work 
with. He is based in New York and teaches at 
the Manhattan School of Music and at Juil-
liard. He conducts all over the world.” Naama 
also pays tribute to Ms. Dorothy Norako. She 
passed away a short while ago at the age of 98. 
A lifelong lover of opera, Ms. Norako attended 
many performances at the Metropolitan Opera 
in New York and listened to broadcasts and re-
cordings. She moved to Williamsburg in 2012 
to be near her son. Opera in Williamsburg pro-
vided her with an opportunity to see live opera 
again. “It has been so gratifying to bring the 
joy of music to somebody to whom it meant 
so much. Even when her memory was nearly 
gone, she could still mouth the words to opera 
arias that she loved together with the singers.” 
 Opera reaches people in many ways, and 
Naama Zahavi-Ely states that as soon as public 
venues fully reopen, the show will go on! Stay 
tuned for updates: www.operainwilliamsburg.
org   NDN
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GILBERT ROSENFELD

 “I’m on a mission to reconcile mankind to God and man to man-
kind,” local author Gilbert Rosenfeld says when asked how he came to 
be a Williamsburg resident. “God put me here to serve others in1990 
and He hasn’t moved me yet.” With that mission in mind, he has writ-
ten and published his first book, a gathering of his thoughts about life, 
its purpose, and how to live it well. “I’d like to help others avoid the 
mistakes I’ve made in the past,” he says.
 Gil, as he prefers to be called, arrived in our city in his late 30s with 
his wife, Nadene, and Erin, their only child, to begin the next phase 
of life. The family moved south from Baltimore, where Gil had been 
born, was raised, and had worked. Gil and Nadene had fallen in love 
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with this area even before they married and 
honeymooned in Williamsburg in 1978. Years 
later, when it was time to choose a place to 
live, Williamsburg was at the top of their list. 
 Gil’s Baltimore childhood was spent as part 
of a conservative Orthodox Jewish family. 
His grandfather, David Levy, was a tailor, a 
Russian immigrant, who crossed the Atlantic 
Ocean in the late 1880s to flee the pogroms 
there. His grandmother, Rose Ostraski, was 
also a Russian immigrant. Somewhere on El-
lis Island, the Levy family name was changed 
to Rosenfeld. The two young refugees met in 
Baltimore, married, and raised Gil’s father and 
his seven siblings.  
 “I grew up right across the street from Johns 
Hopkins Hospital,” Gil remembers. “Many 
years later, in the room at the hospital where 
I changed into scrubs, I could look out the 
window and see the house where I was born.” 
Thanks to his family, Gil says, he was raised in 
the love and fear of God. But in October of 
1984, he crossed a personal line of faith and 

there was no going back. “I came to under-
stand and accept that Jesus was the Messiah 
that had been sent to free my people,” he says 
simply. At that moment Gil realized that his 
life was not his alone. “God called me to serve 
Him in our family, our community, and the 
world,” he says. 
 At the time, Gil was working in private 
industry in the medical field, selling the very 
things he had used in his previous career as a 
cardiopulmonary technologist at Johns Hop-
kins. These devices are deployed in invasive 
cardiology, basically introducing catheters 
into the heart or lungs to evaluate function. 
In his work, he travels a large territory that 
encompasses both Johns Hopkins and Duke 
University Medical Center in North Carolina. 
He stays busy both selling medical hardware 
and training others within his area of exper-
tise.
 At 66, Gil can look forward to the com-
ing day when he will be retired from the 9 
to 5 workday world and have full freedom 

to pursue his personal ministries. As time al-
lowed, he has always taught Bible studies and 
preached everywhere from church pulpits to 
open-air gatherings in the Baltimore projects. 
In his quest to share his faith, Gil finds that 
the Rosenfeld name opens doors for him that 
wouldn’t normally be available to others. He 
has had opportunities to speak in places such 
as New York, and even in Israel, where some-
one named Tim Smith might not. Gil consid-
ers himself no less Jewish because he is now a 
Christian. “That just means I follow Christ,” 
he explains, “it doesn’t change who I am. Jesus 
himself was a Jew who came first to His own 
people, then to the Gentiles,” he says.
 Closer to home, Gil has worked with The 
Salvation Army and United Way to go into 
Williamsburg’s underserved neighborhoods, 
tutoring and mentoring youngsters and single 
moms. In the last eight years, he’s even brought 
the gospel to foreign shores, with the help of 
an interpreter, in the biggest ministry in which 
Gil and Nadene are currently involved. 
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 “We are busy raising funds to help the lo-
cal church in Honduras,” Gil says. “We spon-
sor kids who used to eat maybe once a week, 
and who now receive hot meals at the church 
there, as well as provide uniforms so they can 
attend school. We’re so proud that one girl 
in particular who we’ve supported for years 
is just about to graduate from college and is 
married now.”
 Currently, Gil and Nadene are members of 
an evangelical, non-denominational church, 
Christ Fellowship, which meets at Providence 
Classical School.  Pastor Peter Hess leads a 
congregation normally numbering from 60 to 
70 members. “We wanted the original small 
town feeling that we once enjoyed in church, 
a place where the opportunities to help and 
serve our community would be the great-
est,” Gil says. One of the ways he is serving 
more broadly is employing one of the skills he 
learned during his medical career, writing. 
 “Technical writing is so different from 
what I do in my book,” he shares. There was 

definitely a learning curve attached to transi-
tioning from technical reports for prestigious 
medical journals to something meant to show 
how to apply biblical wisdom to everyday life 
in a relatable way. The title of Gil’s book is If 
You Don’t Like Lemonade, Stop Buying Lemons. 
“The reason I wrote my book was to reach out 
to others, including those in my own extended 
family, who would benefit by the wisdom I’ve 
gained through studying the Bible and from 
the wise and brilliant people God brings into 
my life. The foundation of the book is to help 
others to avoid mistakes like the ones I made 
when I used to follow my feelings.”
 Feelings are fickle and can’t be trusted, Gil 
says. He has learned to let faith grounded 
in scripture be his guide and go from there. 
Blind faith and unwise feelings led more than 
a thousand people to follow cult leader Jim 
Jones to the grave. “It doesn’t have to compli-
cated,” Gil says. “Everything you really need 
to know about successful living can be found 
within the pages of the Bible, and you don’t 

need an interpreter.”
 “God gave Moses the ten commandments 
He had written with His own finger,” Gil ex-
plains. “Moses didn’t come down from the 
mountain, show his people the stone tablets 
and say, ‘Here’s what God said to do, but in or-
der to understand what it really means, you’d 
better find a theologian to interpret it.’” When 
we start writing, commenting and editing, 
Gil theorizes, we tend to interject extrabibli-
cal content. “It gets kind of hairy from there. 
When either the laws of physics or spiritual 
laws are violated, there will always be trouble.”
 Gil’s already making notes for his next 
book, a continuation of his thoughts. There 
are two great events in life, Mark Twain used 
to say. The first when you are born, and the 
second is when you realize why you are here. 
There is no doubt in Gil’s mind about his own 
purpose. “I’m here to serve God and my fel-
low man,” he proclaims. Gilbert Rosenfeld is a 
man on a mission, fully invested in following 
his faith. NDN
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SHAUNDA ARMSTRONG

 The art scene in Williamsburg is a remarkably diverse celebration 
of artistic endeavors that encompass music, theater, literature, and of 
course, visual arts. The breadth and variety of art available in Williams-
burg often surprises newcomers and visitors alike, but it is a vital part 
of what makes this city such a unique community. 
 A newcomer to this thriving scene, Ucartia Creative Studios, has 
spent the last year establishing a reputation as an oasis of creativity. 
Owner Shaunda Armstrong is thrilled to bring her vision of a utopia 
for creative arts to her home city. 
 As the child of an Army officer, Shaunda spent her childhood travel-
ing the world. By the time she graduated from high school in Virginia, 
she had lived in Hawaii, Colorado, New Jersey and Germany. In fact, 
she was born in Germany, and most of her childhood memories are 
from there. After her father’s stint at Fort Monroe, the family returned 
to Virginia in time for her senior year. 
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 Germany remains one of Shaunda’s favorite 
places. She recalls her fascination with the in-
credible architecture and beautiful churches. 
As a young athlete, she played basketball and 
ran track. Sports allowed her the opportunity 
to travel to Paris, where another type of art-
istry caught her eye: hairdressing. One of her 
strongest memories remains the famous hair 
show she attended during her visit. One con-
stant in her life was her love for art. 
 “I’ve always loved art, ever since I was little. 
I was always requesting art kits for Christmas.”
 She even met her husband, Harry, while she 
was still in Germany. They met at the age of 
14 and became best friends. Harry’s parents 
received orders to California, while Shaunda 
eventually ended up back in Virginia. Despite 
the separation, the pair were avid pen pals and 
while Shaunda moved to Atlanta for a brief 
time, Harry lived in Athens, Georgia. When 
she returned to Virginia, he followed. 
 She says with a laugh, “My dad always says 
you followed my daughter.”  Her dad now 
serves as a bishop for a church in Lancaster 
County, Virginia, while Harry works in IT 
and occasionally helps out at the studio. 
 Shaunda obtained her liberal arts degree 

and an MBA from Saint Leo University. She 
also has worked toward her doctorate at Ca-
pella University. Though she had a successful 
career in the corporate realm, the project of 
which she is most proud remains the Young 
Business Visionaries program she ran through 
the PTA at James River Elementary School. 
The program taught students how to open, 
start and run their own businesses. 
 After a while, Shaunda realized she could 
turn her multiple artistic hobbies into a career. 
She was already hosting paint parties and loved 
literature; she was known as the librarian for 
her library of books. She took her dream from 
her husband’s man cave to the studio in New 
Town. Though she knew she had the resources 
and the knowledge to make the transition 
from drafting contracts to teaching art classes, 
she was still nervous. 
 “I had nightmares that there wouldn’t be 
a sink in the space, but the first thing I saw 
when I walked in the door was the large sink!” 
For Shaunda, it was confirmation that she was 
on the right path. 
 As a creative academic, Shaunda has an 
unusual view of the advantage that creativity 
brings to the marketplace. “I believe that cre-

ativity is not just art. It gives you an edge on 
competitiveness in the workplace and allows 
for out of the box thinking and flexibility.”  
 To support this vision, Shaunda incor-
porates creativity into every class, camp and 
experience the studio provides.  Ucartia of-
fers a range of experiences, from art classes in 
technical drawing, fiber arts and watercolors 
to a free teen poetry night. The studio special-
izes, however, in canvas painting and slime-
making. The Slime Lab experience is run by 
characters known as Professor Maddie Slime 
and Professor Lotta Slime and is so popular 
that the studio requires reservations.  
 Another point of pride for Shaunda is the 
studio’s ability to serve people with disabili-
ties. “If a family needs something specific, all 
they need to do is call ahead,” she says. The 
studio has the ability to lower the lights, play 
specific music or white noise, and will even 
schedule open studio time specifically for an 
individual who may need a calmer space to be 
creative.
 The studio, she says, is a direct reflection 
of her family in her life.  As she turned her 
artistic passions into her new reality, she was 
meticulous in her planning. Every wall in the 
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studio is covered in a stunning, hand-painted 
mural that reflects Ucartia’s goal of providing 
a space for all creative endeavors. Every tool in 
the studio is of the highest quality, from sturdy 
wooden easels to the excellent paint. It is im-
portant to Shaunda that artists have the mate-
rials necessary to craft their masterpieces. This 
commitment to excellence has allowed her to 
achieve her vision of a “creative oasis”, a place 
for both adults and children to create without 
the fear of judgement. In fact, the name of the 
studio itself, Ucartia, is a fanciful word. 
 “I took the words utopia, Arcadia, and 
creativity to come up with Ucartia, which 
means a ‘utopia of creativity.’” Shaunda wants 
the name to communicate to visitors that 
this space allows for unfettered exploration 
through art. 
 She has even brought her Young Visionaries 
program to the studio. Currently, the program 
has four participants; one of whom is working 
on a clothing business, one has an art business, 
one works to rebuild computers, and another 
has a real estate business. The teenagers are fi-
nalizing their business plans and creating their 
websites. Even more astonishing, every teen 
visionary in the program is there on scholar-

ship. 
  At Ucartia, Shaunda and her hand-
picked staff lead classes, encourage budding 
entrepreneurs, host camps, and lately, run vir-
tual classes for students from as far away as 
California. CNN even featured the studio in 
a guide for alternative activities to camp this 
past summer. The studio has had to flex their 
own creativity as they pivot to incorporate vir-
tual elements to their core programs. Though 
they are still hosting socially distanced classes 
and open studio times, Shaunda believes that 
virtual opportunities will become a part of 
their menu for some time. She is also commit-
ted to supporting the surrounding commu-
nity during the current pandemic. The studio 
has plans to offer one-on-one tutoring with a 
licensed teacher on staff and a camp with an 
arts and academics focus.  
 As Shaunda puts it, “If people need the 
WiFi, come use it. We have the space and the 
resources and its important to me that we do 
our part.” 
 While much of Shaunda’s life is currently 
focused on Ucartia, she also finds time to serve 
as an adjunct professor at her alma mater, Saint 
Leo University. She enjoys spending time with 

her husband and two children, though she 
confesses that they often spend time creating 
art together at Ucartia.
 Shaunda has been pleased with Williams-
burg’s enthusiastic reception to her dream. She 
continues to explore ways to give back to the 
community that has supported her. In addi-
tion to providing resources for families during 
the pandemic, Shaunda has partnered with 
the Skills Bridge Program through the US Air 
Force, in which business professionals teach 
veterans new skills as they transition to civilian 
life. In keeping with Shaunda’s assertion that 
the studio is a direct reflection of her family, 
her first participant will be her sister, who re-
tires from the US Air Force soon. She is eager 
to teach her sister and other veterans how to 
run a small business. She’s hopeful that veter-
ans from all branches of the military will soon 
join the program. 
 While Shaunda Armstrong hopes one day 
to find a larger space that allows for her “uto-
pia of creativity” to expand, for now, she is fo-
cused on celebrating the anniversary of Ucar-
tia and continuing to offer an artistic respite 
for the citizens of Williamsburg to come and 
express themselves.  NDN
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ROBYN EMERY

 After first experiencing the thrill of being on stage at just five years 
old, it’s no surprise that Robyn Emery hasn’t stopped since. Born and 
raised in Williamsburg, Robyn was first introduced to theater through 
Stage Lights, a community theater group. “I tried out a workshop, got 
up on stage and looked at all of the people in the audience,” Robyn 
says. “After everyone applauded, I knew I had found something cool.” 
 Her first role, a diva movie star, gave her the opportunity to walk 
around in a big feather boa and share some sass on stage. Since then, 
she has played a variety of roles, from Audrey in Little Shop of Horrors 
to Little Red Riding Hood in Into the Woods. With a family who enjoys 
the theater and encourages her to go for what she wants, Robyn has had 
the opportunity to grow, train and prosper as a performer.
 Having attended the fine arts magnet school at Waller Mill Elemen-
tary and Queens Lake Middle, she currently attends Bruton High 
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where she takes part in the School of the Arts. 
A member of the theater program, Robyn also 
takes the time to improve her skills in all areas 
in the performing arts. 
 Though much of her time revolves around 
the theater, she invests time and energy into 
vocal training and dance as well. She has been 
working with her current vocal teacher for over 
two years and has seen how much of a differ-
ence it has made in her abilities.  
 “When I was little, I thought I wanted to 
go to Hollywood because I wasn’t that strong 
in my voice,” Robyn says. “Now that I’ve com-
pleted lessons and looked more into Broadway, 
I’ve switched coasts. Now I lean more towards 
New York City!” If not New York, Robyn is 
also considering West End in London, though 
she’ll be happy as long as she’s in theater, wher-
ever that may take her. 
 Robyn has attended a variety of training op-
portunities in New York City and locally. Her 
favorite, Broadway Artists Alliance, gave her 
the opportunity to learn from and perform in 
front of professionals in the world of Broad-
way. “It’s incredible to not only be surrounded 

by people who are knowledgeable and want to 
help you but also to be around people who are 
like you and want to help you succeed.” 
 In addition to training for her vocals and 
on-stage presence, Robyn added dance train-
ing to her repertoire. Interested in choreogra-
phy and how it plays into theater, Robyn has 
had the opportunity to use these skills as a 
Student Director for both Legally Blonde and 
The Little Mermaid at Queens Lake Middle 
School. 
 “As a choreographer, I love moving to the 
beat, adding in movement that makes a point 
and directs the audience’s attention,” Robyn 
says. “The audience isn’t as much focused on 
the dance as they are on the storyline and mu-
sic, so dance adds an extra element!” 
 When it comes to her passion as a perform-
er, Robyn currently finds roles through both 
the School of the Arts at Bruton and SPARC, 
a theater company in Richmond. With the 
School of the Arts, she gets to combine her love 
of theater with her studies while surrounded 
by other students who are doing the same. 
 “The School of the Arts is one big family, 

and it’s all about connecting with and being 
accepting of each other,” she says. “It’s difficult 
sometimes to be accepted by everyone, but to 
be able to come to a place every other day and 
have people you know love and accept you. It’s 
an amazing feeling.”
 Robyn has enjoyed being a part of SPARC; 
however, shows in Richmond come with an 
even larger time commitment, with many 
involving multiple evenings of rehearsal each 
week. “My days were spent coming home from 
school and going immediately to Richmond,” 
Robyn says. “I’d get home late at night, and 
though it was a lot to throw on myself, I loved 
it, and I’m so glad to have had this experience.” 
 Thanks to the immense commitment and 
support of her parents, Robyn was able to 
make her connections in Richmond happen, 
taking part in Little Shop of Horrors and Robber 
Bridegroom. It also taught her about persever-
ance. “I didn’t get the first or second show I au-
ditioned for, but I got the third,” Robyn says. 
“It was a good reminder of why it’s important 
to keep auditioning and not give up.” 
 Preparing for an audition is different for 
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each role, with most asking performers to 
come prepared with either a song or mono-
logue. Robyn has a list of songs she picks from 
based on the character she’s auditioning for. 
If a monologue is what’s needed, Robyn tries 
to not stress too much. “I’ve always been okay 
with remembering lines and try to only prac-
tice once or twice,” Robyn says. “A lot of direc-
tors are looking for a natural monologue, so I 
practice to the point I’m comfortable with and 
then walk in and say it like it’s off the top of 
my head.” 
 After the role is secured, the preparation be-
gins. She finds the preparation is different for 
every role, with most directors setting a date 
for when lines need to be ready for rehearsal. “I 
try and analyze what I’m doing and what emo-
tions my character is feeling, and I try to add 
a little extra,” she says. “I stay cautious of how 
my actions will impact how the scene is done, 
but make sure to put my own twist on it.” 
 Shows typically run between eight to 11 
performances, and at times overlap, which has 
taught Robyn how to balance her performing 
arts with school. There was a time in Febru-

ary where she was doing three shows at once, 
finding herself the most stretched she had ever 
been. “I remember being stressed and wanting 
to have a break, and two weeks later, quar-
antine happened,” Robyn says with a laugh. 
“That wasn’t what I meant!” 
 Her favorite role to date was Audrey in 
Little Shop of Horrors, though she was excited 
to stretch her abilities as Little Harp in Rob-
ber Bridegroom. After preparing for the role 
for months, Robber Bridegroom was, like many 
other shows around the world, affected by the 
pandemic. “To have invested months into that 
show, ready to be performed the week before 
quarantine, it really hurt.” 
 Robyn is aware that the future of theater 
may look different. “You can’t sing with a mask 
and with social distancing. It’s just not safe to 
be in a theater together. I’m really hoping we 
can get numbers down and stay safe and hope-
fully be able to get back into theaters again.”  
 With what little free time she has outside 
the performing arts, she spends time listening 
to Broadway musicals, practicing for her roles 
and enjoying all that Williamsburg has to offer. 

Though it’s difficult now to be out and about, 
she loves going to Busch Gardens and Water 
Country, spending time around Colonial Wil-
liamsburg, going to the movies and just having 
fun with friends. A fan of dabbling in photog-
raphy, she also enjoys photoshoots with friends 
as another creative outlet. 
 Though the pandemic has changed the way 
arts are performed, Robyn Emery has taken 
time to remind herself why she does what she 
does. “Right now, in a time without perfor-
mance opportunities, it can make you ques-
tion why you are still doing this,” Robyn says. 
“I’ve had days where I’ve been really sad and 
considered trying things other than theater, 
but I remind myself that I can’t give up.” She 
hopes this outlook will help others who may 
be in the same position. 
 “The biggest thing I’ve been taught and the 
biggest thing I want to teach others is to not 
give up if it’s something worth doing,” Robyn 
says. “It’s going to be a lot of work, and there 
are so many things that are out of your control, 
but I always remind myself that it’s worth it 
because I truly love the arts.” 
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JEFFREY WALKER

 A modern-day Renaissance person doesn’t have to be a Leonardo da 
Vinci or an Oprah Winfrey. Instead, today’s Renaissance person dedicates 
his or her best efforts to a variety of undertakings that will bring knowl-
edge and skills to enhance the lives of many.
 Local author Jeffrey Walker is one such person.
 Jeffrey has lived in three foreign countries and traveled to another 70. 
He is a retired U.S. Air Force pilot and officer, an international consul-
tant, an attorney who holds two law degrees, and a former law school 
professor and assistant dean who has taught, among other things, law of 
war, criminal law, and international law at various universities. He also 
did an early stint as a stockbroker.
 “It sounds more exciting than it was,” he says with a hearty laugh.
 More recently, Jeffrey has written three historical fiction novels that 
comprise Sweet Wine of Youth, a trilogy that is set during and after the 
First World War.
 While he plays down his professional careers, his knowledge base has 
surely played a key role in Jeffrey’s artistic undertakings. Through his lens, 
there are stories and characters that transport readers to a singular time 
in world history. Although fiction, Sweet Wine of Youth brings to life war’s 
horrors and struggles. 
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 “The First World War was a long and bloody 
war,” he says. “It was an epoch of unprecedent-
ed violence and social change. The meta-theme 
I was looking for is this: war breaks everybody 
and everything somehow. How do we put them 
back together again? That’s the theme that runs 
through these three books.”
 In his first book, None of Us the Same, Jeffrey 
really focused on the individual character level. 
There is morphia (morphine) and alcohol ad-
diction and shell shock which are not unique to 
any one war or period of history. Also, there is 
another interesting layer: ennui. 
 “I had one of the main characters coming 
back from war,” he says. “And he was bored! 
On the one hand, he’d never been so afraid, but 
on the other hand he’d never felt so alive. Once 
he came home, he was bored out of his mind.”
 The second book, Truly are the Free, explores 
the social and cultural changes that were un-
leashed by the First World War. “Everything 
changed,” Jeffrey says. “Think about the 1920s 
and that generation coming out of the war. 
Even those who didn’t fight in the war expe-
rienced it. They were tired of deprivation and 
death.”
 With No Hero’s Welcome, the third and final 
book, Jeffrey really sought to explore the po-
litical aspects. “England was losing its oldest 
colony, Ireland. I set out to examine those big 
issues, but they are very much character driven 
in a very personal manner. I didn’t want to be 
preachy, but having those overarching themes is 
what you want to demonstrate because it lends 
coherence to the narrative.”
 Like many authors, Jeffrey was a voracious 
reader first. Hailing from a small, one-industry 
town in Illinois, Jeffrey says he checked out 
every book he could find in the public library 
about any place other than his “flyover coun-
try” hometown. 
 “My first exposure to historic fiction was 
James Michener’s Hawaii,” he says. “I was ten 

years old, so the book was probably age inap-
propriate. But I was completely hooked!”
 Eventually, college took him to far-away 
New Orleans. During his junior year, he met 
the girl who would become his wife. “Kathy 
and I attended separate universities, but we ac-
tually met during a year abroad at the Univer-
sity of St. Andrews in Scotland,” Jeffrey says. 
“It was kind of a storybook beginning to a ro-
mance, traveling in Scotland and Europe. We 
both went back and finished our senior years 
apart, but by then we were engaged.”
 The couple married two months after gradu-
ating from college. Three children arrived in 
five years while Jeffrey’s career took the family 
all over the world. When Jeffrey’s last assign-
ment in the Air Force brought him to Langley 
AFB and their eldest chose to attend William 
& Mary in 2001, they knew they’d found a spe-
cial place in which to someday retire, so they 
bought a townhouse in Williamsburg.
 In 2008, Jeffrey and Kathy moved here per-
manently, establishing their home in First Col-
ony on Lake Pasbehegh. They kept their home 
in Williamsburg during Jeffrey’s five-year stint 
teaching law in New York City. 
 In 2016, they moved back for good. “We 
love it here,” Jeffrey says.
 Like many others, the family has adapted to 
t he pandemic..
 “Kathy may not be an author,” Jeffrey says. 
“But my gosh, is she a story teller! She Face-
Times with our grandson Wesley for hours.”
 For nearly two months now, grandmother 
and grandson have enjoyed a running scenario 
involving dinosaurs.
 “My wife found seven or eight big plastic di-
nosaurs she’d had long since packed away. Since 
March, these dinosaurs have been on the moon 
and have visited make believe planets. They’ve 
been stuck in a cave for weeks. The cave is un-
der the guest room bed. The dinosaurs have 
even visited the North Pole.”

 He marvels at his wife’s ability to sustain this 
and their grandson’s complete willingness to 
engage in remote imaginative play.
 After years of talking about writing a book, 
Jeffrey says his creative and brilliant wife en-
couraged him to write full time. “I said, great 
idea!”
By fall 2019, he had written and published the 
final book in his trilogy.
 “As it turns out, Kathy is an exceptionally 
good editor, proofreader and is great with the 
artistic decisions. Even more surprising, we 
work pretty well together and that can be an 
emotionally fraught moment when you turn 
over your manuscript and invite someone to 
please tear it apart.”
 With the ink barely dry on No Hero’s Wel-
come, what comes next?
 “Oh, I’ve got a dozen book projects under-
way!” Jeffrey exclaims. “But, I am getting out 
of the historical fiction genre for the upcoming 
books. The next book is set more in the present 
day and will be closer to the thriller-mystery-
crime genre. I’m also working on another book 
that will be very character-driven literary fic-
tion.”
 To round out those projects, he is working 
on a non-fiction project which started out as 
a group of blog posts. “I have some blogs that 
explore what’s it like at the age of 56 to declare 
yourself a writer. I’m collecting those blog posts 
as the core of a book.”
 Over the years, Jeffrey has been wowed by 
the arts scene that has emerged in Williams-
burg, from culinary arts to cinema arts and ev-
erything in between.
 “The whole culture and arts quarter down-
town is great,” he says.
 The arts scene has taken a hit for sure, and 
Jeffrey Walker misses events like 2nd Sundays, 
An Occasion for the Arts and also the Williams-
burg Book Festival which shines a light on local 
and regional authors. NDN
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WESLEY STEVENSON

 The piano came first. At age five, Wesley Stevenson listened to his 
mother practicing pieces from her lessons, walked over as soon as she 
was done, plopped himself down at the bench and reproduced the songs 
note by note. Stunned, his mom promptly transferred her lessons to 
him. About 15 years later, Wesley picked up the guitar, and a decade 
ago, he discovered what would become his favorite instrument by far: 
the ukulele, a small, four-stringed guitarlike instrument of Hawaiian 
origin. 
 Now a professional music educator, Wesley strongly believes in the 
power of songs to promote happiness, unity and diversity as they’re 
shared. 
 “During these past months, we’ve seen riots, looting, civil discord 
unlike I have seen my entire life,” he says. “While I’m not as naïve to 
say ‘All you need is love’ like the Beatles once sang, I do believe that a 
ukulele in everyone’s arms could be a step in the right direction.”
 Wesley, 43, teaches private lessons out of his home studio and also 
organizes free community ukulele classes for a growing number of local 
enthusiasts. As coordinator of the projects FourFingerFrenzy for kids 
and the Tidewater Ukulele eXperience (TUX) for adults, “Dr. Uke” 
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partners with public library systems and has 
purchased 30 ukuleles for lending.
 Light, portable and inexpensive, a decent 
ukulele can sell for $50, the instrument is 
much simpler to handle and learn than the 
bigger guitar, he explains. 
 “It’s a perfect introduction to music because 
it’s just so much fun to play,” he says. “Re-
ally, people can start to play songs in as little 
as three or four days. Since you only have to 
use four fingers and don’t need as much hand 
strength, kids as young as 4 can start.” 
 In 2018, FourFingerFrenzy won a statewide 
award from the Virginia Public Library Direc-
tors Association. Wesley plans to continue that 
program plus TUX online this fall, as he has 
done with his one-on-one lessons for approxi-
mately 50 students.  
 “I absolutely love teaching,” he says. “I feel 
so grateful when I am interacting with my stu-
dents and developing lesson plans, and I’m so 
proud to see their joy and relief when they nail 
the performance of a piece they’ve been work-
ing on for weeks or months.”
 As a performer, Wesley plays regularly at 
his church, Freedom Fellowship in Virginia 
Beach, and at local entertainment venues, 
sometimes as a substitute keyboardist for the 
popular funk band Slapnation. 
 A career highlight was playing piano in a 
memorial for Katherine Johnson, the pio-
neering Black NASA mathematician from the 
book and movie Hidden Figures earlier this 
year. He teamed with Beverly Kane Baker, 
Principal Viola for the Virginia Symphony, at 
the Hampton service. 
 “Amazing doesn’t quite describe it,” he says. 
“A performance I’ll never forget.”  
 Growing up in Waldorf, Maryland, Wesley 
took music lessons from a diverse group of in-
structors and also played basketball and soccer. 
He attended Liberty University in Lynchburg 

for two years, starting a music degree that he is 
now finishing at Tidewater Community Col-
lege. 
 In 2004, Wesley left behind a lucrative but 
largely unfulfilling job as a sales representative 
and began teaching at a music store in Nor-
folk. His student roster grew so quickly that 
he and his wife, Mari Ann, launched their own 
studio in 2007. 
 The couple ran that business for eight years 
before relocating to Williamsburg to be closer 
to family when Mari Ann was pregnant with 
their daughter, Solana, now 10. “This is such 
a peaceful and family-oriented community,” 
Wesley says. “We’ve always loved it here.” 
 Shortly after that move, the mother of one 
of Wesley’s students asked him to learn uku-
lele so he could teach it to her son. Wesley 
mastered the instrument in about a month by 
“working my tail off,” only to have the mom 
tell him never mind on the lessons. 
 “I was a little mad for a bit, but then I real-
ized how much I loved ukulele,” he says. “The 
damage had already been done. It’s addictive, 
and I was hooked.”  
 Today, roughly 30 percent of Wesley’s stu-
dents focus on the ukulele, along with 40 per-
cent taking guitar lessons and the other 30 per-
cent focusing on piano. His weekdays are filled 
with instruction between 10 a.m. and 6 p.m. 
 While most of Wesley’s students are chil-
dren, he has taught people from ages 4 to 89. 
He works with total beginners through ad-
vanced, collegiate-scholarship-level musicians, 
covering musical genres that include classical, 
gospel, jazz and pop. 
 Wesley also has students with autism, atten-
tion deficit disorder and Down syndrome and 
has led TUX outings to nursing homes, where 
familiar tunes can spark happy memories in 
people struggling with dementia.
  “I think I’m a natural motivator and en-

courager,” he says. “I never tire of steering my 
students to new discoveries about their instru-
ments, their abilities, or music itself. Navigat-
ing all the distinct personalities can be chal-
lenging at times, but I embrace that challenge.”
 Another obstacle is motivating students to 
strive for excellence through consistent prac-
tice, without getting derailed by the pursuit 
of perfection. At the same time, Wesley has to 
counter unrealistic internet ads that promise 
mastery of an instrument in just a few lessons. 
 “Often a student will blow me away with 
his/her improvement from the prior lesson but 
still be overly frustrated by one missing note. 
It is common for students to focus on a single 
blemish and ignore their overall progress. Un-
fortunately, this perspective brings discourage-
ment and inconsistency.” 
 In a world where poor-quality audio re-
cordings flood grocery stores, restaurants, gas 
stations and other common spaces, Wesley is 
determined that his young students appreciate 
the beauty and complexity of music.  
 “I assign listening challenges which force 
students to listen to a piece less superficially,” 
he says. “I often choose selections from scores 
they are familiar with, such as from Star Wars, 
Harry Potter or Indiana Jones. Then we discuss 
the different orchestral sections and how each 
section fulfills a specific purpose and how each 
section works to capture an emotion.” 
 When Wesley isn’t teaching or on stage, he 
enjoys composing music for video games. “It’s 
quite nostalgic and doubles as a great way of 
maintaining my understanding of music the-
ory,” he says. 
 “Music was and is never meant to be a soli-
tary pursuit,” he says. “I am very thankful to 
be living at a time where technology can bring 
us together and the arts can continue to thrive 
despite this global pandemic. The arts have 
united us since the beginning of time.”  NDN

 

 

  

Five Cardinals Farm is a 
community supported 
agriculture (CSA) farm. We 
offer seasonal vegetables and 
deliver them right to your 
door!  

Fall Shares available now! Get 10 
weeks of fresh seasonal produce.  

Visit our website for more information 
www.fivecardinalsfarm.com  

Get 10% off by using FALL2020 when 
you purchase a share.  

 



Carol
Jackson
“My commitment to 
customers does not 
end with a signed 
agreement or closing. 
It never ends!”Cell: 757-897-5506

Office: 757-229-4400

5234-110 Monticello Ave.
caroljackson@longandfoster.com

To fi nd out more about 
neighbor to neighbor 

contact:
Anne Conkling

757-880-5207
anneconkling1@gmail.com

Tuesday, December 10
10:30am - 2:30pm 

Light Refreshments & Door Prizes
Take a Holiday Tour!

Linda
Schiavone
Whether you 
need a permanent 
home or a short 
term stay, let me 
assist you.

935 Capitol Landing Rd., Williamsburg

• Wood Repair
• Deck-Stain & Seal
• Painting Int/Ext

• Specialty Soft Wash/Pressure Washing 
House, Roof, Deck

• Driveway/Walkway - Wash & Seal

• Seamless Gutters
• Leaf Protection
• Siding Repair
• Rplct. Windowswww.windmart.com

Commercial
Landscape 

Professionals
for over 26 years!

Shanda@leoslandcare.com | www.leoslandcare.com 

 • Design
 • Installation
 • Mowing
 • Trimming & Hedging
 • Mulching
 • Weed Control
 • Fertilizing

757-810-1706LEO'S LANDCARE

 Horse Boarding for over 
    36 years
 Long  term & short term
 injury layup

 Inside stall: 12’ x 12’- $575

 Outside Stall: 15’ x 20’- $550

Full Care Equine 
Boarding Facility
Located in Williamsburg, VA

For more information, call
757-810-1706

www.walnut-acres.net 
Email: shandaking@verizon.net

Walnut Acres Farm

Serving Williamsburg
for 74 Years!

State License Va. #2705 014745A

Plumbing • Hearing • Air Conditioning

www.Boswell-HVAC.com

____________757.229.4890

Antiques, Vintage, Jewelry, Williamsburg Giftware, 
Candles, Soap, Signs, Specialty Items, Painted Furniture, 
Clothing, Nature Photography, Dog Clothing & Accessories

Premier Outlets - Next to Asics Shoes
5625 Suite F120 Richmond Rd.

williamsburgbazaar@gmail.com • 757-880-2401
VENDORS
WANTED!

 Williamsburg Bazaar
Cool Off Here!

neighbor to neighbor



Williamsburg’s
IN THE 

NEIGHBORHOOD
photo challenge

PHOTOGRAPHY
ONLY A FEW YEARS AGO

Find the 12 differences 
between the original 

photograph (top) and the 
altered photograph (bottom).

INTERMEDIATE

AUG 2020
In the Neighborhood

Photo Challenge

AUG 2020
In the Neighborhood

Photo Challenge

NEXT DOOR NEIGHBORSSEPTEMBER2020      39



Next Door Neighbors 
Collins Group, LLC
PO Box 5152
Williamsburg, VA 23188
(757) 560-3235

PLEASE DELIVER 8/27 TO 8/29 PRESORTED STANDARD
US POSTAGE PAID

PERMIT 424
HARRISBURG, PA

LIZ MOORE & ASSOCIATES • 5350 DISCOVERY PARK BLVD. • WILLIAMSBURG, VA 23188 • 757-645-4106 • WWW.LIZMOORE.COM

CREATIVITY IN REAL ESTATE

757-503-1999
Deelyn@lizmoore.com

www.PremierWilliamsburgRealEstate.com

Ford’s Colony
4 BR | 3.5 BA | 3,150 Sq Ft

Elegant rancher with second 
floor bonus room | Kitchen 

with quartz counters, pantry, 
tons of cabinetry | Great 

room with fireplace and 
skylights | Primary suite with 
bay window, walk-in closet 

and en suite bath | $589,000

Realtor®, MS, SRES, SFR
908-400-1440

suemcswain@lizmoore.com

Buyers Are Looking
and Inventory

      Remains Low . . .
If you are thinking 

about selling, I would 
be happy to help!

757-784-4317
charlotteturner@lizmoore.com

22401 PINEWOOD ROAD
3 BR • 3 BA • 3,267 sqft

Gorgeous custom Colonial
Open floor plan, picturesque riverfront 

community
Kitchen w/ granite, opens to unique 

great room & living/dining room
Two 1st floor master BRs w/ separate BAs

Handicap accessible 1st floor plus 
concrete wheelchair ramp

Check out the website:
22401pinewoodroad.info

3873 SHENANDOAH DRIVE
Longhill Station

4 BR | 2.5 BA | 2,272 sq ft
Sought after Longhill Station.

Perfect for riding bikes, walking 
dogs and visiting neighbors!

Beautiful sun room, 2 tier deck 
and efficient floor plan.

Offered at $317,000

rebekahbrewster@lizmoore.com
www.rebekahbrewster.com 757-272-8981

UNDER CONTRACT 1 DAY

Tim Parker
(757) 879-1781

  Cyril Petrop
  (757) 879-8811

www.timparkerrealestate.com

HOLLY HILLS
Extraordinary one owner home 
built by Ken Kraus located in 
the heart of Williamsburg fea-
turing 4 bedrooms,  3.5 bath-
rooms and the option for one 
floor living. 244 Yorkshire Dr...
offered at $599,000.

WilliamsburgHomeFinder.com
Andrea@WilliamsburgHomeFinder.com

REALTOR®, ABR, SRES

Her listing inventory is low.
If you’re looking to sell, 

please call Andrea!

Over $85 Million in Sales
and 14 Years in Real Estate!

757-291-9119

757-846-0202
Denise@LizMoore.com

WelcomeHometoWilliamsburg.com

The Real Estate 
Market in 

Williamsburg
is on Fire! 

Now is the best time
in many years to

sell your home - quickly
and for a great price!

Call Me Today!

dianebeal@lizmoore.com 
(757) 291-9201

WINDMILL MEADOWS
6048 John Jackson Drive
4 BR | 2.1 BA | 3,220 sqft

Gorgeous home is your ticket to luxury. On 
an expansive lot, there is a large full PVC 
deck, beautiful patio, & plenty of entertain-
ing space. Inside, beautiful hardwood flrs 
flow through open concept floor plan. Enjoy 
upgraded kitchen w granite, gourmet island, 
double ovens, gas cooktop, & walk-in pan-
try. Stunning master w sitting rm, shower & 
tub, & 2 walk-in closets. Priced at $434,000. 
Wow!


